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Analogue/Digital (Creative)
Session D2

What are the implications for analogue thinking in a digital world? In compiling a book 
of new and selected poems, I was acutely aware of the technological switchover that 
had taken place between writing the two sets of work. In some of the new poems I 
reflected on this explicitly, and a shift in locale—from England to Australia, old world to 
new—further heightened the sense of gulf being addressed. Poetry is adept at bridging 
the gap between now and then, this and that, but how might it deal with such funda-
mental change? Might a single slim volume include Super 8 home movies and digital 
video, while retaining a particular (if developing) voice? In choosing poems from several 
decades ago, I wanted to represent, authentically, the earlier, naïve writer that I once 
was, but the temptation (and editor’s preference) was to re-master. So does ‘quality’ 
now equate to ‘resolution’? Sometimes, it seems, hi-res can be flat, and however many 
pixels, there remains the question about what’s in between. Sometimes, too, its aim is 
ironically retro. This presentation of poems will explore nostalgia for the so-called re-
dundant, asking if poetry is still well equipped to grapple with the task.  

Biographical Note: Paul Munden, poet, is Director of the UK’s National Association of 
Writers in Education. His collection, Asterisk, was published in 2011 by Smith/Doorstop, 
and a collection of new and selected poems, Analogue/Digital, is scheduled for 2015. 
For the British Council, he has been writer-in-residence at several conferences and ed-
ited the anthology Feeling the Pressure: Poetry and Science of Climate Change (Brit-
ish Council 2008). He is author of Beyond the Benchmark, a Creative Writing research 
report commissioned by the Higher Education Academy (2013). He recently complet-
ed a Professional Doctorate by Public Works at Middlesex University, for which he was 
awarded the Ken Goulding Prize. In January 2015 he will be taking up a three-year Re-
search Fellowship at the University of Canberra. 
Email: Paul@nawe.co.uk.
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