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ABSTRACT 

In the wes~ern world the Protestant Christian 

Day School Movement is now a recognised element in 

education systems. It is a movement which has had 

phenomenal growth over the past twenty years and 

it continues to grow. 

Mostl~ the par~nts of children who attend these 

schools were educated in a government school. This 

thesis seeks to find the reasons why parents are 

choosing Christian Schools and not government ones 

as they themselves attended. 

A variety of values are examined; religious, 

academic and pastoral,and as the reader will discover, 

while it is not easy always to make a clear distinction 

between these values,some trends -are so strong that 

the researcher believes that some valid conclusions 

may be drawn. 

A considerable amount of data was collected 

by the use of two surveys done at the Trinity Christian 

School at Wanniassa,and one survey conducted among 

parents of the O'Connor Christian School at Lyneham. 

The Biblical Values Survey provides an interesting 

over-view of the perceived achievement of a Christian 

School while the Choosing a School Survey clearly 

shows why these parents are dissatisfied with government 

schools and what they expect their child will gain 

from a Christian Schqo~ experience. 

(i) 

• 



A computer analysis was done on one block 

of data which' ~ighlights the need for Christian 

School administrators to be aware of the various 

priority areas which do exist in the minds of the 

parents of their students. 

• • • 
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PREFACE 

In some w'ays the writing of this thesis has 

been a labour of love. The author has been a Christian 

for twenty-eight years and for most of this time he 

has worked in a government school system. The rise 

of the Christian School Movement has been of great 
' interest to him and while he does not feel a call 

to work in a Christian School he respects and admires 

what those responsible for these exciting new schools 

are doing. 

The writer would like to acknowledge the ready 

help and assistance that he received from Mr.Peter 

Corderoy and Mr.David Button and Mr.Gary Bow all 

Principals of Christian Schools who have shared with 

the author that "the truth shall make you free". 

The Research and Evaluation Section of the 

A.C.T.Schools Authority gave valuable advice on the 

compilation of the Choosing a School Questionnaire 

and the writer would like to express his thanks. 

A special word of thanks is due to Dr.Lawrie 

Kendall for guiding a student through the complexities 

of analytical research and for providing cheerful 

encouragement. The author would also like to record 

his thanks to Mrs.Sally Guggenheimer who gave much 

useful advice in the initial stages of this investigation. 

John W.Gwilliam 

7 Phelan Plac~., 

Wanniassa, Australian Capital Territory 

Christmastide 1986 
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CHAPTE'R 1 THE PROBLEM 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

Christians have a long history of 

participating in education. For centuries they 

were almost the only organised educationalists in 

the western world. In Australia from the time of 

early European settlement it was no different, 

with the Christian Churches supplying teachers and 

institutions so that children could be taught 

moral education along with the three Rs. 

Up to this time in history most members of 

western society could not imagine an education 

system which was independent of Church authority 

or religious ideas. The implanting of Christian 

and moral standards was deemed the primary purpose 

of education. 

This was to last until toward~ the end ~f the 

nineteenth century when Australian colonies 

decided the time had come to establish government 

owned and operated schools. This government 

initiative resulted in a decline in the number of 

Protestant Church Schools, as Protestant parents 

were apparently satisfied with the provisions made 

for moral and religious education in State 

schools. However, Roman Catholic schools 

continued to grow. 

1 



This thesis will examine part of a new 

phenomenon (which has mostly occurred in the last 

decade) in Protestant Church school history, 

namely the rise of the Christian School Movement. 

(In 1985, 

Australia). 

168 such s~hools ~efe operating in 

Two schools, the Trinity Christian 

School and the O'Connor Christian School, have 

been selected to become case studies for this 

thesis. 

A.C.T. 

title. 

They are the only two schools in the 

using the word Christian in their official 

The Christian Schools Movement can be broadly 

classified into three categories on the basis of 

common beliefs and objectives:-

a) Christian Community Schools 

b) Parent-Controlled Christian Schools 

c) Schools operating the Accelerated 

Christian Education Curriculum 

Whilst later in this study the philosophy of 

each of the two Christian Schools chosen will be 

looked at in depth, the following summary obtained 

from a publication of the National Union of 

Association does provide a convenient summary 

which the author believes all three sectors of 

the Christian Schools Movement would agree upon. 
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"The Christian parent-controlled school is a 
school where the Christian faith and world-view of 
the Christian home are reinforced. The Christian 
parent does not have to correct the unbelieving 
d i re ct ion th a t a s,e cu 1 a r sch o o 1 s e ts f o r the 
child. The school and the home form a partnership 
of faith - each contributing in its own way to the 
total education of the child. 

It is a school where the Bible is more than a 
religious extra in the curriculum. It is a school 
where the Word of God given to us in Scriptures is 
the central directing principle for the whole 
cur r i cu 1 um • 11 

( M cK e i th , , 1 9 8 2 , p". 3.0 ) 

1 :2 BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM 

The study seeks t o examine why an increasing 

number of parents ( most of whom attended 

government schools themselves) are electing not to 

avail themselves of the facilities offered by the 

local government school, but are instead sending 

their children to an independent school which 

seeks to espouse religious values so strongly that 

the word Christian appears in the official title 

of the school.(refer to 1.5 for definition). 

From social contact with a number of these 

parents in Canberra the writer was led to 

hypothesize that the parents of children attending 

Christian Schools had elected not to use a 

government school for their child because of one 

or more of the following reasons:-

a) religious aspects of education were 

insufficiently stressed in government 

schools. 
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b) discipline problems were perceived to be 

significant in government schools. 

c) insufficient pastoral care was being 

provided by government schools. 

1.3 The Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of the study are to determine 

in connection with two Christian school~, the 

importance parents attach to -

a) 

b) 

c) 

religious/biblical values 

child•s education. 

academic 

education. 

pastoral 

education. 

values 

values 

in their 

in their 

1.4 DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

in their 

child's 

child's 

The study does not seek to investigate the 

extent to which religious, academic and pastoral 

values are in fact present in the overt and covert 

curricula of the two schools. It seeks to 

concentrate upon the perceptions and the desires 

of parents concerning the schools involved. For 

this reason student ' s views were not gained and 

only a limited amount 

obtained. 

4 
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The writer considered that the main attempt 

should be to gain a clarification of consumer 

preference in the educational market, in this case 

the consumer being the parents of 

involved. 

the children 

1.5 DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 

Defin~tion of a Christian School 

There are many non-government schools in 

Australia that would claim to be Christian. 

Mostly these are owned and operated by bodies such 

as the Roman Catholic, Anglican, Uniting, Lutheran 

and Seventh Day Adventist Churches. 

However, for purposes of this study, a 

the following Christian School is one that has 

profile:

i) 

ii) 

iii) 

The term Christian appears in the 

official title of the schooi e.g. Trinity 

Christian School. 

The school is Protestant in its 

theological orientation. 

In the philosophy of the school as given 

in such documents as the school 

prospectus, the Bible is regarded as the 

Word of God and is held in such 

importance so as to be the 'centre piece' 

of the school, around which the entire 

life of the school attempts to revolve. 

5 



Definition of the Term "Values" 

Persons have experiences; 

1 earn. Out of experiences 

they grow and 

may come certain 

general guides to behaviour. These guides tend to 

give direction to life and may be called values. 

(Purpel:1976). 

Definition of Religious/,Biblical Values 

These are values pertaining to mainstream 

Protestant Christian doctrine, and find their basis 

in the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

Definition of Academic Values 

These are held to be values concerning the 

provision for school learning that takes place in 

the basic subject areas of English, Mathematics, 

Science and other subjects expressed in the 

school 

awarded. 

curriculum and for which grades 

Definition of Pastoral Values 

These are values which relate to 

total 

are 

school 

attitudes and activities that have a bearing on 

the well-being of the child, in particular the 

child's mental and emotional growth within the 

context of inter-personal relationships. 
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Definition of Discipli.ne 

This is the system of rules for acceptable 

conduct and mental and moral training involving 

o rd e r and obedience • It h as a relationship to 

disciple - a follower or adherent of any leader of 

thought and conduct, in this study the leader 

proposed is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1.6 Significance of the Study 

Whilst much research has been done in the 

area of schools with religious orientations, very 

little has been done in the way of research on 

Christian Schools in terms of this study. 

The results of the present research will be 

of assistance not only to the two Christian 

Schools concerned, but also to other non-

government schools which strongly espouse 

religious values, and which carefully consider 

parental aspirations. 

As well, the study will be of interest to 

those in government school systems who are 

concerned about the growing number of graduates 

from their schools who elect a different type of 

education for their own children. 

7 



CHAPTER 2: REVIEW OF LITERATURE RELATED 

TO THE RESEARCH 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 

As the Christian School Movement is 

a relatively new phenomenon in education, 

literature relating to it is not to be found in 

books but in journals and magazines. However 

other important aspects of this st_uqy involving 
. ' 

values in education, in general,and moral and 

religious values in education in particular have a 

far broader resource of literature. 

In this Chapter the writer will firstly consider 

books from the general field of values before 

passing on to more specifically moral and 

religious values in education. Finally, a review 

will be made of literature pertaining to the 

Christian School Mo~ement. 

2.2 THE THEORY OF VALUES 

Many aspects of intellectual endeavour are 

currently being rigorously debated, and value 

theory is no exception. 

"The nature of ' values' themselves is under 
scrutiny. Are they purely man-made norms, or do 
they emerge as the expression of some world 
spirit? Are they derived from a 'human essence' or 
from attempts to satisfy natural human needs, are 
they dictated by the requirements of social 
development or are they, in the ultimate, merely 
distillations from individual experience." Aarons 
(1972:8) 
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the late Claren~e Irving Lewis was one 

America's most distinguished philosophers. 

of 

He 

contributed much to logic and epistemology and in 

his later years h~ became increasingly concerned 

with questions of ethics. This scholar expresses 

what is currently for many, a state of anxiety 

about values. 

"I feel that if there is any one period more than 
another in the history of our civilization in 
which moral clarity and firmness is called for, 
probably this is it. And I seem to find that, 
instead of such clarity and firmness, with respect 
to our values and our apprehension of the basic 
validities, the present period, among those who 
are called intellectuals at least - is peculiarly 
one of confusion and of doubt regarding any basic 
justification of what we do , the attitudes we 
should adopt, and the principles we should 
announce and stand by." Lewis (1969:13) 

If the ultimate purpose of one's values is to 

maintain and enhance the self-concept and if Lewis 

is correct, it could be that we have entered a 

time which for many involves a serious crisis in 

identity. Those 1i ke Canning involved in the 

study of religion and values relate also to this 

era of changing attitudes to values with much 

concern, especially as it affects young people. 

"Where then will youth turn for certitude amid 
doubt, for light hidden in shadows? Whether they 
declare themselves indifferent agnostics or 
militant atheists they will have psychological 
needs for direction, for a message of redemptive 
hope, and a kind of sanc tion that some things are 
eternal. And regardless of the freedom they may 
demand, most of them feel more comfortable if 
limits are set, if some guidelines are evident, 
and if the adult world cares enough about them to 
help them avoid disaster." Canning (1970:134) 

9 



These calls for values to be clearly and 

authoritatively enunciated do have some 

intellectual justification. In his intensive 

research into the nature of belief systems and 

personality systems, Rokeach concluded that "all 

persons must necessarily rely on authority as a 

"liaison system" in their efforts to cognize the 

world they live in" (19(}0 :409) but could it be 

as Hughes (1973:33) considered that our sources of 

communication, once so few and thus so powerful, 

have been dramatically enlarged and with that 

extension has disappeared the authority figure in 

the home, in the Church, in the school. We no 

longer need to look to particular people, or to 

particular institutions, 

effect of technological 

for knowledge. Might the 

advancement upon the 

social milieu account for much of the modern dilemma? 

In a later work Rokeach included 

between 

research 

values, about the relations existing 

attitudes and behaviour. (1972:156). He considers 

the functional and structural role that attitudes, 

values, and value systems play within a person's 

total system of belief. He is led to believe that 

value as a concept is more dynamic than the 

concept of attitude which has dominated the 

psychological scene for much of this centu1:Y• 

Also value as a concept has a strong actuating 

component as well as cognitive, affective and 

10 



behavioural components that have much to do with 

modes of conduct and end - states of existence. 

Rokeach (1972:159) defines an attitude as 11 a 
package of beliefs consisting of interconnected 
assertions to the effect that certain things about 
a specific object or situation are true or false, 
and other things about it are desirable or 
undesirable". 

He defines a value as:-

"To say that a perso'n ' has 'a ·value' is to say 
that he has an enduring belief that a specific 
mode of conduct or end-state of existence is 
personally and socially preferable to alternative 
modes of conduct or ends-states of existence. Once 
a value is internalized it becomes, consciously or 
unconsciously, a standard or criterion for guiding 
action, for developing and maintaining attitudes 
toward relevant objects and situations, for 
justifying one's own and others' actions and 
attitudes, for morally judging self and others, 
and for comparing self with others. Finally, a 
value is a standard employed to influence the 
values, attitudes, and actions of a least some 
others - our children's for example." 

In his next major published research, Rokeach 

looked at the nature of human values with 

considerable attention to religious values and 

attitudes. He was led to conclude:~ 

"The values that people hold are conceived to be 

explanations of the attitudes they hold and the 

behaviour they engage in, but which values underlie 

which attitudes (and behaviour), and why?" 

(1973:121) 

11 



A significant contribution to value theory 

and to values and school impact in particular was 

done in the mid-seventies by Feather, who carried 

out several surveys of students and others in 

South Australia. 

He used the instrumental value and terminal 

value approach initiated by Rokeach, who stated 

that values referring to modes of conduct are 

instrumental values encompassing such concepts as 

honesty, love, responsibility, and courage, while 

those referring to end-states of existence and 

including such concepts as freedom, equality, a 

world at peace and inner harmony, are terminal 

values. Feather (19 7 5: 281) however is not 

completely happy with this dichotomy and believes 

further theoretical analysis and justification is 

necessary. 

Feather's survey found that student's own 

value systems more closely resembled the perceived 

value systems of the school they entered 

than the perceived value 

system of the school they rejected. Yet in both 

government private schools the value priorities of 

the students themselves were different from the 

value priorities they saw their schools as 

promoting. 

12 



While the ,former finding has particular 

relevance to the present study which examines 

factors in parental choice of a school, it is to 

be hoped future research will be made regarding 

the personal values of students attending 

Christian schools in ierms of this study, 

values they see their school as promoting. 

13 
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2.3 MORAL AND RELIGIOUS VALUES IN EDUCATION 

This body of knowledge has attracted over the 

years a great deaL of scholarly attention and so a 

review in this area will necessarily be highly 

selective. However, it is hoped that the main 

issues currently emerging in the respective 

intellectual arenas will be covered, especially as 

they relate to the pr~~ent study. 

The writer will first focus upon general 

literature pertaining to whether there is a 

parental demand for moral and religious values in 

education and then proceed to the problems caused 

by increasing pluralism. 

May (1971:10) takes a hard look at the demand 

for moral education and asks the question "What 

does society today wish its teachers to do in the 

schools?" Examining the available British evidence 

May states that both parents and teachers want 

sound learning and moral education as essential 

ingredients to any school experience. 

In 1980 the Rawlinson Report made an 

e xtensive study of religion and moral education in 

N.s.w. schools. The findings relating to parents' 

and teachers' opinions about moral education are 

similiar to the United Kingdom findings, with the 

possible 

might not 

exception that New South Wales 

be as favourably inclined 

teachers 

as their 

British counterparts to see values and morals 

14 



taught as a su,bject in their ~chools. Parental 

wishes are exceeding positive for the school having 

some res pons ibil i ty for the development of 

children's values and morals, and by far most 

parents 

"Values 

are in favour of an actual course called 

and Moral;" being taught in Government 

Schools. 

TABLE f.81: OPINIONS A80l/T WHETHER GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS SHOULD HAYE SOHE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF CHI LOREN' s VALUES Arm MORALS 

Opinion Secondary lnf/Prfm. Secondary S.R.I. 
P.uents Students Teachers Teachers• Teachers 

I: % % I: X 

Yes 68 98 94 96 90 

No 13 1 4 2 4 

Not S11re or No Answer 19 1 2 2 6 

100 100 100 100 100 

TABLE F.83: OPINIONS ABOUT WHETHER A SllBJ.ECT CALLED "VALUES AND MORALS" SHOULD BE INTRODUCED lt!T0 
GOVERtiMEtff SCHOOLS 

Secondary lrif/Prfm. Secondary S.R.I. · Opinion Students T~ache_rs Teachers Teichers Parents 

t ~ X 'I : 
Yes 32 66 41 71 72 

No JI 20 39 13 13 

Not Sure or No Answer 37 14 20 16 15 

100 100 lCiO 100 100 

( RI = Special Religicu8 Instruction) s. . • 

Above tables are from the Rawlinson Report , 1980 

15 
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It is interesting that the Rawlinson findings 

are congruent with a study made at the largest 

Government High $chool in the A.C.T. 

same time. Pettigrove (1981) found that 

around 

the 

the 

same 

ascending order of importance for moral education 

the groups connected with that existed amongst 

particular school, i.e. students had the lowest 

interest, teachers nad more interest in moral 

education being taught, whilst parents as a group 

had by far the greatest concern that moral 

education should be encouraged at high school 

level. In the same study, Pettigrove found that 

the same 

connection 

trend in attitude was present in 

with a question relating to whether 

more attention should be given in the school to 

Religious Education. To the present writer these 

sectional attitudes are of prime importance when 

currently 

especially 

encouragement 

in government 

is being given, 

schools, for the 

"Negotiation of the Curriculum". If parents do 

not have input into these negotiations and if 

undue weight is given to students opinion, it 

could be that those of tender age will not opt for 

curriculum content which those of more mature 

years have found through experience of life to 

have real and significant value. 

16 



Those with a strong interest in furthering 

moral training in schools would be pleased with 

findings such as the above with their endorsement 

by parents 

children. 

of courses in values and morals for 

However difficulties,could arise when 

it comes to the working out of content and 

teaching strategies of such courses. According to 

Kohlberg, the proper'and onli ~ole of the school 

in deliberate moral eduation is the development of 

moral 

that, 

people 

reasoning and judgement. He believes 

by concentrating on the ways in which young 

reason about moral issues,rather than on 

what they actually believe, the school can avoid 

the effects of deliberate or unintentional 

indoctrination on one hand, whilst avoiding the 

inadequacies of the values-clarification approach 

on the other. 1 

There are those who be Ii eve Kohlberg's 

approach does not go far enough and who desire 

actual moral teaching to be included in any moral 

education program, in addition to the skills 

involved in moral reasoning advocated by Kohlberg. 

Piediscalzi and Collie are adamant that teachers 

cannot deal with moral education without 

encompassing religious - philosophical beliefs and 

practices. 

1. In Crittenden (1978 :43) 
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"Reality for many students is a religious 
reality. Values and actions make sense to them 
only as they are integrated and justified within a 
world view which, for them, comes from their 
religious tradition. As educators, we are 
learning the truth of the corollary in ethnic and 
multicultural education. Now our task is to learn 
the corollary in the context of the social and 
moral education of all children in our 
classrooms." (1977:258) 

Within the government school system of the 

Australian Capital Territory there are ed uca to rs 

who feel that courses in moral and religious 

studies are certainly appropriate, providing that 

the course objectives do not pre-suppose the 
1 

acceptance of dogmas of any faith or ideology. 

Clerics on occasion make it clear that moral 

and religious "truths" must be taught to our 

children. Archbishop David Hand wrote (1966):-

"And whatever our beliefs may be, .we have to teach 
our children what we believe to be the truth. Any 
secularist would be the first to claim this. If 
we do not teach children what we believe to be the 
truth we fail them and send them out into the 
world imcomplete." 

Kristal (19 86) reflects the views of many 

present day religious educators when he wants 

moral training to be more explicitlfwhat it means 

to be moral 11
• 

Summed up, the question seems to be, 

1. A.C.T. Schools Authority, Accrediting 
Religious Studies Panel. "Guidelines to 
Schools and Colleges proposing Religious 
Courses", 1982 

18 
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do we or do we not intend, deliberately and 

explicitly, to infl,uence the development of student 

values in ways we consider desirable? Some would 

argue that in the field of morals and personal 

values and philosophies it is difficult to choose 

on any sort of intelligent basis, which road to 

take, if we are not tlear wh~ie we want 

From the phenomenal growth of Protestant 

in the United Kingdom, U.S.A., Australia 

to go. 

schools 

it 

would seem that an ever increasing 

number of Protestants are joining with Roman 

Catholics in the long held view that education and 

religion cannot be separated, and that the moral 

and religious life is important in forming the 

whole atmosphere of the school. 

There is considerable historical precedence 

for emphasis on moral education at least. Meyer 

(1965:361) argues that nearly all pedagogical 

thinkers since ancient times have believed that 

education's paramount duty was moral. A notion 

which could be expressed as:-

"Education's primary mission ••••• is to mould the 
child in the morality of the enveloping social 
order, Not knowledge mainly, nor nature, nor even 
the development of the mind should be education's 
goal, but character and social morality." 

1. See gramspage 19 (i)&(ii) 
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In most Australian education systems the 

question of whether morality can be completely 

divorced from religion is not at present a crucial 

one, for religious instruction in one form or 

another is guaranteed by law in government 

schools. However, as such concepts as secularism 

and humanism consolidate the gii~s that they have 

made to date, 

question the 

and as increasing numbers of people 

right of religion to be taught in 

government schools, this question is becoming more 

important for educators. 

Schofield states the problem as-

"If morality can be totally separated from 
religion, well and good. It matters little 
whether religion is taught in schools or not, 
since the school can still discharge its social 
responsibility for teaching morality. However if 
morality cannot be totally separated from 
religion, there are very clearly definable 
consequences for both teachers and pupils in a 
secular educational system." Schofield (1972:243) 

Hirst (1974:173) 

directly:-

states the problem even more 

"First, is man's moral understanding necessarily 
dependent on his religious knowledge or beliefs? 
If the answer to that is yes, then any serious 
moral education must ultimately be religiously 
based." 

Hirst argues that moral values certainly do 

rest on religious beliefs (1974:174) because 
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without a knowledge of God's will, individuals can 

only live accordirig to their personal preferences 

which often admit no need for justice,truthfulness, 

consideration and so on. Purpel (1976:9) declares 

that a school "cannot help but be a force for 
growth or retardation - for good or evil - in the 
moral life of the student. Moral education is an 
inevitable role of the ~chools. 'For the educator, 
it comes with the territory." 

As wi1 l be shown later in this study, a 

significant number of parents feel that their 

children are not exposed to sufficient religious 

and moral aspects of education to warrant their 

remaining in a government school. Moore (1981 :2b) 

makes that advocates of the values 

(moral) 

the point 

approach to Religious Education believe 

whether or not religion and morals· are logically 

independent of each other, most people have their 

personal moral decisions influenced by relig i on. 

"Many turn explicitly to the particular religion 
to which they are committed for guidance in their 
moral dilemmas. Others act out of the basic 
values of their culture, which values have grown 
out of and thus give expression to the dominant 
religion of that culture. Only if we reject the 
basic values of our culture can we reasonably 
reject a view of education which seeks to promote 
and enhance those values. And, if in reality (if 
not in pure logic) those values have a religious 
basis, then a primary intention of religious 
education is legitimately to give students an in
depth exposure to the religious heritage on which 
the culture and its values, ideals and morals 
rests." 

May (1976:74) believes that moral education 

and religion are closely connected. He sees the 
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present age to be one in particular need of a 

familiar figure of greatness, in fact it is hard 
he feels to think of moral education without this 

vision and Jesus Christ is for Christians 

great ideal of greatness. 

that 

That Australia is now more than ever a 

pluralistic society, is one of the main reasons 

for educators to re-examine their approach to 

moral and religious education, and the present 

writer believes that catering for the varying 

aspirations inherent in pluralism is the greatest 

single challenge that state educators have today. 

Many religious, 

regional groups can be 

racial, ethnic and even 

distinguished by their 

values. If indeed we belong to a tradition that 

prizes individual freedom, 

for the welfare of others, 

fairness and concern 

and if that tradition 

respects 

being, 

the dignity of each human as an ethical 

the present writer would agree with the 
1 

Swedish suggestion that those responsible for 

state education must ensure that there is 

sufficient flexibility built into educational 

programs to allow for all students to have 

exposure to the perennial moral truths of humankind 

1. Royal Commission on Human Relationships, P2J 

1977 
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which could be called fundamental values whilst 

allowing controversial values to be treated 

appropriately on a highly objective basis. 

With regard to religious education the 

Birmingham Educational Authority has had to adjust 

to large numbers of immigrants from Asia and the 

West Indies. Their solution to the pluralistic 

composition of the studen,t popula'ti'on is to allow 

a child to major in one religion and minor in 

another religion, so that an Islamic child could 

undertake a major course in Islam but a minor in 

Christianity. Smart (19 7 4 : 5 ) • The proliferation 

of ethnic schools and non-systemic schools in the 

United Kingdom, the U.S.A. and Australia, point to 

a general dis~satisfaction with what the public 

education system is offering and it would seem 

that the organisers of these new schools are 

at tempting to develop an educational approach· in 

keeping with their group's collective principles. 

2.4 THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL MOVEMENT 

The sources of information on this movement 

in Protestant education are relatively scarce. 

However one could reasonably expect this situation 
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to change in the future as the rapid increase in 
1 

the number of these schools demands greater 

recognition by politicians, governments and 

members of the community generally. 

In this review,information will be drawn from 

books, journals, magazines, scripts for radio 

programs and newspaper articles. 

Hocksema (1983:82) claims that ~he Christian . ' , 

Parent-Controlled Schools in Australia owe their 

start to the Dutch migrants who arrived here 

shortly after World War Two. These people, many 

of the Reformed Protestant persuasion, did not 

have a choice as they did in Holland of sending 

their child to either a state school or a "school 

with the Bible". Protestant Church Schools in 

their new land were far too expensive for the new 

settle rs. 

1. "Christian Schools ••• have been springing up 
at the rate of three per day." U.S.A. Enc y clo pedia 
of Educational Research 1982:1482. The recent 
Australian non-Catholic school growth percentage 
wise is also significant see graph page 19(i) 
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After trying the government schools and quickly 

adequate becoming unhappy with the lack of 

religious orientation in the total curricula of 

with the schools, these evangelical Protestants, 

their love and devotion for the Bible, set about 

creating their own schools for their children. In 

this one sector of the Movement, the number of 

schools has 

thirty-one 

increased 

in 1982, 

from three 

and 

in 1967 to 

Reformed 

denomination support was almost 100% in the early 

years, By 1980 this had been reduced to 38% as an 

increasing number of parents from Protestant 

mainstream and pentecostal churches joined in the 

Association. 

Carper 

alienation 

(1983:139) thinks that the increasing 

of evangelical Protestants from 

American society has done much to stimulate the 

growth of Christian schools. He states: 

"To them (Evangelical Protestants) the public 
school exemplifies trends and practices that they 
deplore in the society at large: widespread 
uncertainty concerning sources of authority; 
dissolution of standards; waning of evangelicalism 
as a culture-shaping force; loosening of custom 
and constraint; scientism; and government social 
engineering. Thus when these groups establish 
schools •••• and stress the Bible, moral 
absolutes, basic subject mastery, discipline ••• 
they are not only protesting the secular nature 
of public education ••• but they are also 
expressing disillusionment with the society that 
sustains that educational enterprise." 
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Millikan (1982:31) surveying Christianity and 

the Australian Jdentity, identifies the wide 

variety of modern alternative belief systems and 

I 
the statESassumption of Church concerns as potent 

factors in the weakening of the leadership of the 

churches in Australian society .This could have 

contributed to the 'growth of · Christian Schools.£ 

Carper is correct. 

However, it would be wrong to label the 

movement just as a "counter-cultural" phenomenon. 

Weeks (1980:21),an Australian,states:-

"It is, of course, obvious that the recent rapid 
growth in Christian schools represents widespread 
dissatisfaction with the state system. However, 
the Christian school goes back to deeper roots 
than that. They existed in this country when 
there was general satisfaction with the state 
system. It is unfair therefore to stigmatise them 
as "garrison" schools." 

It is unfortunate that Weeks does not 

elaborate on the "deeper roots" and one can only 

conjecture as to his meaning. Nordin and Turner, 

(1980:391) commenting upon a dee.line in total 

enrolment in American non public schools of 28% 

between 1965 and 1975, and an 118% 

increase in Christian school enrolment over the 
1 

same period, believe that parents of Christian 

schools are seeking a return to values of the 

1. See graph 19 (ii) 
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past. 

made of 

schools, 

The authors observe that from one 

the background of students from 

survey 

these 

the majority came from stable home 

backgrounds, receiving a middle class income and 

owning 

families 

their own home. Only two of the 91 

surveyed had experienced divorce and 

remarriage, while the divorce rate in the general 

population was one in ~wo. 

The authors claim all of these Christian 

schools are Protestant and fundamentalist in 

the theological orientation and claim that 

proponents seeking the security of the past have 

rejected the values of modern society in favour of 

an earlier and simpler mode of living. These two 

authors are perturbed at the increasing 

withdrawals from the American state school system, 

something which they see as accelerating in the 

future. They believe at issue is the right to 

maintain cultural diversity in an increasingly 

complex and interdependent society: 

"Fundamentalists are listening to a different 
drummer, and they are marching resolutely towards 
the values of their past. While their right to do 
so is beyond dispute, one may question whether 
they should take a growing percentage of America's 
youth there with them." Nordin and Turner 
(1980:393). 
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1 
Carper (1983:141) detects more than a 

counter cultural activity in the Christian School 

Movement. He refers to a spiritual reawakening 

among Protestants in America during the last 

twenty years termed b y some as the "Fourth Great 

Awakening" which has encourage many evangelicals 

to advance Christian epucation·, -beyond what is 

normally done at home and in the Sunday School. 

As one parent stated on an application for entry 

to a Christian School: 

"We believe that our children are gifts of the 
Lord. We are responsible to train them according 
to His Word, not only at home and in Church, but 
in school as well." Carper (1983:141) 

Brian Hill (1982:A.B.C. Program) gave a talk 

with a most provocative title, "Are Christian 

Schools an Un-Australian Activity "• Hill can see 

no problems with schools, be they 'Christian' or 

s tat e, whose programs ensure the right of children 

to know what is really going on in the world 

around them, and he is quick to point out: 

"Such rights are violated both by state schools 
which fail to represent the religious dimension of 
experience fairly, and by those Christian schools 
which disallow the study and exercise of 
intellectual dissent." 

I. Refer also J. Brigham, "A Historical Study of 
the Edu~~tional Agencies of the Southern Baptist 
lonvention 1845 - 1945 
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Howeve~ Hill has reservation~ as do others in 

and out of the Christian school movement, 

concerning the educational approach taken by some 

Christian schools using an American Curriculum 
1 

package called "Accelerated Christian Education." 

"D e s i g n e d on the a s s ump t i o n th a t eve r y thing the re 
is to know about the Christian faith is 
unambiguous! y clear ,- including its implication 
for science and social policy - this package puts 
children in a programmed learning situation where 
all answers are right or wrong. Much of the 
learning time is spent in individual cubicles, 
learning to give assent on cue to statements not 
just of fact but of belief and opinion. This must 
surely be as abhorrent to sensitive Christians as 
it is to state curriculum authorities"• 

Hill concluded his talk by recalling a remark 

made by an observer of the American scene 

concerning the escalating withdrawal from the 

public school sector and the consequent trends for 

less funds to be made available to that sector: 

"The government school could be reduced to a 

limited role as a welfare hand-out for the 

children of society's losers and of 

ethnic minorities." 

down-trodden 

1 • It should be noted neither of the two 

Christian Schools involved in the present study 

uses the A,C.E. approach. 
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Pernaps tne most complete worK yet puo11sned on tne 

purposes 01· a Cnristian ScnooJ. is tnat written oy 

Cummings { 1'::1?9) and. o"tners. There are in "this volume 

cnap"ters on Parents, Pupi.1, ·reacner, worl.a and Goa.,in 

"tna"t order. ITI evaTJgelical 1·ashiOTI B1.o.11cal. concep"ts 

and re1·erences are care1·u.u.y interwoven with a.l.l suoJ ec "ts 

raised tnrougnout tne book. 

1•ne 1·01lowing purposes 01· a Christian Schoo.l were 

cui..1ed rrom "tnis booK. ,by tne preseTJ"t wri "ter wno oeJ.ieves 

tna t tne 1.1.st wou1.a gain wicte acceptance amongsi; 1;.nos e 

wno are active in "tne promo"tion 01· tne Cnrisi;ian Scnoo1. 

movement. 

'l'ne Purposes of a Christian SchoQl Are 

• 

♦ 

Tnat "tne Chris"tian paren"ts mign"t oe nelped "to 

1u11·11.1. "their responsioili ty to li-Oel 1·or tneir 

c.ni.1.ctren • 

tna"t Vhris"tian parents mignt oe nei.ped to ,;rain 

tneir children to oe Christ-like. 

That "tne pupil mignt serve tne Lord. 

Tna"t tne i;eacher relate tne Bible "to wnai; is 

taught in ~ne ci.assroom. 

1·nai; tne worJ.d. mignt see tne willingness 01· 

teacner, parent, Cnurcn, and pupil to den y Sa~an 

and se1.1· and "take up their cross to follow Christ. 

• Tha "t manKind might do everytrn.ng "to 110a' s g.1ory . 

Tna"t a1.1 men everywnere mignt be brought "tne message 

01· sai.va"tion and "to bring a.lJ. 01· creation in 

sUOJ ec"tion to i;ne Crea 1;or - "tnis is the cu.1 mra.J., 

~ud redemp"tive mandate. 
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one sec"tor of the Chri-stian School Movement has created 

a National Organisation, "The National Union of Associations 

for Christian Parent-controlled Schools!', sometimes called 

the "National UniQn" or the "National Union of Christian 
1 

Schools". The NatioTJal Union is affiliated with Christian 

Schools International, a North American based service 
2 

organisation for Christian Schools. The latter 

organisation publishes a wide range of Christian School 

resources which it maRes available to the National Union 

at discounted prices. 

For the past eleven years, the National Union has published 

a magazine of some 23 pages, four times a year. The 

Magazine 'Nurture~a Magazine for Home and School', 

contains material of interest to parents, teachers and to 

a lesser extent children. The title is significant, 1'or 

the general editorial thrust of the magazine is towards 

strengthening the relationships between home and school. 3 
Two common occurriTigthemes are concerned with ensuring that 

the values of home are reflected in the life of the 

school, and that the Lordship of Jesus Christ permeates 

the overt and covert curricula of the school. This writer 

has noticed that Nurture over the past two years has 

given more attention to curriculum matters, with articles 

appearing on Music, Science, Leisure Education, Computers, 

Career Education etc. As one might expect with an 

official organ of a Christian organisation, all matters of 

curriculum are treated as being under the sovereignty of 

God. 

l An Australian body. 
·-· For details on the organisational structure of the 
2• National Union re.fer to page 186 o:f this thesis. 
3. For selected bibliography of articles from Nurture, 

1975-85 see page 106 of this thesis. 



One might expect ,a minority group to use its national 

magazine to dwell on the uniqueness of its character, and 

so re-enforce in the minds of its members the validity and 

its worthwhileness for its raison d'etre. This is 

certainly evident in many of the articles of Nurture. 

However, it is also clear that the editorial policy 

encourages Christian Schools not to be unduly introspective 

and to strive for the goal ex~ressed in the official 
. ' 

creedal basis of the National Union which is 

"the training of our children, under God's blessing, 
so that they are able to continue the diakonia 01· our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was senf by the Father into the 
world to make it whole again. 

1. J.P. Postma "The Essene~ of a Christian School" 
Nurture,Winter, 1980,pp.5 _ 6 
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CHAPTER 3 METHODOLOGY OF THE INVESTIGATION 

3.1. Introduction 

In this chapter the events leading up to the successful 

issue and return of the survey questionnaire will be firstly 

looked at in detail. The present writer feels that 

others in the future might find it easier to gain entry . 

to educational institutions, should they be seeking to 

obtain data which could be regarded by some as sensitive 

or controversial, if they followed through the methodology 

that has been employed in this study. 

The researcher was convinced that,if members of an 

educational body were to be expected to co9perate a-nd give 

accurate responses of a very personal kind to question·s 

involving that body, the approach,to be successful, would 

need to encompass the following: 

1) The governing council of the educational body 

would need to give its approval for the study. 

2) The main executive officers of the council would 

need to be s.ympathetic to the proposed study. 

3) The council and executive would need to be able to 

see the benefit which the study might briTig to that 

educational body. 

4) The council would need to be satisfied that it had 

sufficient influence over the project to reduce the 

possibility of the research being used in a way 

detrimental to the body for which it was responsible. 

Therefore the researcher determined that: 

a) In the initial stages, personal face to face c~ntact 

was desirable with the chief executive officers, in 

this case the Principals of the two Schools concerned, 

and that a willingness be shown by the researcher to 
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meet with the Council members if it were 

considered desirable. 

b) Personal interviews should be followed up with a 

letter of confirmation. 

c) The formal letter seeking approval for the study 

should have the following content: 

i. Mention oi· personal visits and interviews 

with School executives • . 

ii. The academic reason for the study i.e. the 

final requirement for a higher degree. The 

name of the researcher's academic institution, 

and the name of the researcher's supervisor. 

The latter information can be important in 

gaining the confidence o.t" the educational body. 

iii. A copy of the proposal which has received 

approval from the Post Graduate Studies 

Committee should be attached to the letter, 

which outlines the aim of the project, the 

researcher's qualifications and background, 

and an outline of the methodology which would 

be used. 

iv. An undertaking should be made by the researcher 

that he/she will not publish any part of the 

study without the prior permission of the 

Council or its representative~ 

When approval has been given by the Council of the School 

for the study to be made, the researcher should request the 

Principal to appoint a panel to comprise: 

1 A Council member 

2 A teacher from the School 
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3 A parent 

4 The Principal 

5 The researcher' supervisor 

6 The researcher 

The writer found it necessary to have several meetings with 

the respective panels prior to the final survey\, being 

distributed. Panel members were of considerable assistance 

in suggesting amendments to questionnaire wording and 

layout, all of which helped to make the final responses 

received more accurate and meaningful. Positive assistance 

ot· a facilitating kind was also given by panel members to 

the researcher as he undertook the evaluation of the data 

received back from the survey. 

The resegrcher initially obtained the idea of 1·orming a 

panel·at each of the schools from reading the writings of 

Robert E. Stake, an evaluation theorist from the UTiiversi ty 

of Illinois. This scholar has been most active in the 

conceptualization or methods ror evaluating educational 

programs and has directed several national (U .s .A.) 

evaluation studies. Barnes ( 1982:143) sees Stake's 

approach to be a 'democratic style', refusing to set up 

the evaluator as a person uniquely qualified to 01·fer 

criticism or endorsement. The writer felt that the 

'democratic style' would be most appropriate for use in his 

studies, for it allowed those most intimately involved to 

have input, which would promote an atmosphere of co-operation 

in seeking for the truth in what could be regarded by 

some as sensitive areas. 
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The 1·01lowing are some extracts from Stake's writings 

which particularly attracted the researcher's attention 

and persuaded him of the suitability of using some of this 

scholar's method,s of research and evaluation :for the 

current study. 

Interposed with the extracts are comments by the writer 

as to why he felt them to be particularly relevant for 

his purposes and some events which followed on in the 

evaluations which took place; at the two schools. 

"An evaluation will not be useful if the evaluator does 
no t know the interests and language of' his audiences." 1 

The researcher believed that having a long association by 

academic study and general participation, with the 

Protestant sector of Christianity, he would be able to 

appreciate the interests and'be familar with the mode of 

speech of evangelical Christians. 

"The evaluator should have a good sense of whom he is 
working for and their concerns." 2 

The evaluator in this case had chosen two schools with 

whom many of his friends and acquaintances had direct 

relationships either beOiu.se they had their own children 

attending one of' the schools, or thei:1 had a connection with 

one of the Churches that actively encouraged the work 01· 

the schools. In the cas e of one school, the Trinity 

Christian School, as it was situated in the geographical 

area where the researcher resided, the evaluator saw 

advantages derived from proximity. One particular advantage 

was to be able to regularly monitor parental response over 

a lengthy period. 

l. Robert E. Stake. "To Evaluate an Arts Program" undated, p. 1 

2. ibid.p.Z 
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"The evaluator ma 
h s au ences an 

need to discover what le itimacies 
iences 1 honor. 11 1 

The researcherbelieved that his wide and lengthy practical 

experience as a t~acher dealing with parents,would help 

to keep his perception clear when dealing with religious 

concepts,for he knew they could at times have strong 

emotional connotation for the researcher as well as for 

those being evaluated. 

'_'He the evaluator t·;inds out what is or value to his 
au iences. He gathers expressions of wor rom various 
individual s whose points of view dii"fer. He gets program 
persotrnel to react to the accuracy of his portrayals. He 
&et s au thori ty f i gures to reac t t o t he importance of various 
!indings. He gets audience members to react to the relevance 
of ·his fiudings. He does much of this informally." 2 

The researcher believed that he could attain a reasonable 

working relationship with those involved with the two schools 

because of his own theological convictions and his academic 

training in education, religion and sociology. However, the 

researcher was less certain o.t· success with one of the two 

schools, for he knew that the O'Connor Christian School was 

influenced by the Charismatic nature of the O'Connor Uniting 

Church. The researcher realised that while he very much 

respected, he had 110t fully experienced this facet 01· 

Christianity, and so he lacked to some extent an appreciation 

of the "legitimacies his audience hoTiored." 

However, the sincere warmth of co-operation and friendship 

shown by the Principal, Assistant Principal, starf and 

parents at the O'Connor Christian School soon set the 

researcher at ease and a productive interaction f'ollowed. 

Having to work with a panel at each school meant that 

various people were able to contribute, interact and 

1. ibid.p.20 

2. ibid.p.Z 
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and compromise on questions until decisions were reached. 

Such questions included the scope of the project, the appr9acr 

to be taken in gathering the data, and the refining of the 

data gathering i~struments. 

"The evaluator has the responsibility for getting a large 
an d diverse enough number of observers and respondents." 1 

The writer believed that the panel approach and the apparent 

active parent involvement in the two schools would satisfy 

this requirement seen by Stake as necessary. 
\ ., . 

11Responsi ve-evalua tion procedures allow the evaluator to 
respond to emerging issues." 2 

The researcher was aware that dealing as he was with a 

sensitive area such as values,it was highly likely that new 

issues would emerge which would influence the direction of 

the study. This in fact did happen when it became clear 

after preliminary panel meetings at both schools, that 

Biblical values should be investigated in some way. Each 

panel decided that as the Bible stood in such an important 

place in the life of their school, this area should be 

covered. The researcher was reassured about the rightness 

of this approach, when at the seminar he gave at the Canberra 

College 01· Advanced Education soon arterwards, the suggestion 

was also made by several of those present that such an 

approach should be made. 

It was therefore decided by both schools that an evaluation 

should be made of Biblical values as they related to 

parental perceptions of the school their child currently 

attended and the school the child previously attended. 

1. ibid.(footnotes),p.2 

2. ibid.,p.6 
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A significant eveTit arose which was to further influence the 

direction of the study. The A.C.T. Schools Authority 

suddeTily released the Choice of Schools Report 'Parents 

have their Say' (1985). One school unknoWTI to the 

researcher>and in his survey,had been included in the study -

the O'Connor Christian School. At first disappointed at 

possiblJ having his 'thunder stolen•, the researcher decided 

to turn the event to his advantage. After discussion with 

his supervisor and tne panels, coTicerned, tl1e following 

strategy was decided upoTI: 

a) At the O'Connor Christian School the following 

survey would be made: 

"A survey of parents views to help the School 
CouTicil and the researcher understand how 
pareTits feel the School is currently achieving 
some of the Biblical values which it seeks to 
impart to students.it 

Also as the Choice of Schools Report; ( table 8) had 

established at the O'Connor Christian School an exceptionally 

high non-catholic school parental response of religious 

reasons for school choice, it seemed to the researcher that 

religious values needed further investigation. 

b) At the Trinity Christian School it was decided 

by the Panel aTid the researcher that a modified 

version of the survey used by the Choice of School 

Survey should be used, together with the Biblical 

Values survey previously mentioned. 

The researcher considered that if the above approaches 

were taken at the two Christian Schools,they would in turn 

build .on the work 01· the Choice of Schools Study and lead 

to a further clarification of why parents choose to s end 

their children to Christian Schools,and this was congruent 

with the researcher's original objectives. 
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"He the researcher should not presume that only measurable 
outcomes es e program. 

The writer was aware that he would probably be exposed to 

some intangibles as he went in depth into matters 01· a 

religious kind, and therefore he tried to be as objective 

as possible in the formative and summative evaluations which 

1·01lowed. The researcher also understood that there would 

be many worthy educational, social and religious outcomes 

emanating 1·rom the tv,:o Schools. which he could not .measure. 

Format for 
audience use 

Winnow, 
motel, ist.ues 
to oudienc~s 

Assemble 
formal reports, 

if ony 

Thematiu,; 
prepare porhgyals, 

case stud·ic,s 

01,serve 
dc,si9nated 

o ntec •dents 
transactions 

and outcomes 

T11llc 
with clienh, 

program s1off, 
audiences 

Select 
ab,ervers,, 

judges; 
instruments 

!clentify ~sc:o_pe 

Identify 
data needs, 
re. issues 

i~_ony· ___ _ _ . 

. o.,., .... _ 
pro!;rOm 

•ctivities 

Disc._. 
p.,rpos.,., 
COftlt:et"l'l'S 

Conc-eptua lize 
issues, 

problems 

Prominent events in a responaiYe eTaluati.en 

Robert ;BoBtak:e, 
Centre :t'or Instructional Research and Curriculn 
Evaluation, U'.ni verei t_y o~ Illi11G:1ie. 

(J'rom Leetu.re, undated, "To Evaluate an .Arts 1?ngra.•) 
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3 .2 • DATA COLLECTION 

Once the panels were formed and functioning at each of the 

two schools, decisions were made as to the best ways for the 

data needed by the researcher to be collected. Also the 

Trinity Christian School Panel considered what additional 

data, not needed by the researcher, but which could be useful 

to the School, might be gained at the same time. 

3.3. THE SAMPLE 

Type and size of Sample. 

At each school it was decided that a survey of 

parent opinion would be made by: 

i) a questionnaire being sent to each 

family which currently had child/ren 

attending the school. 

ii) as many families as possible being invited 

to participate in the survey. 

Statistics relatitig to the i ssuin·g aTid returTI of the 

questionnaires in November 1985 are as follows: 

Item 

Number of families 

Number of Questionnaires 
issued 

Number of Questionnaires 
returned 

Response rate 

Trinity O'Connor 
Christian School Christian School 

230 

230 

126 

55% 

213 

175 

80 

46% 

Each questionnaire was accompanied by a letter to the 

parents from the Principal of the school concerTied. rt 

stressed that the findings from the data collected could 

well prove helpful to the school and it urged all parents 

to actively participate in the survey. A questionnaire, 

letter and a return envelope were placed in an envelope 
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and issued to one child from each family within the Trinity 

Christian School. Because of a major excursion at the 

O'Connor ChristiaTI School, all families could not be 

reached. Parents were requested to return the completed 

survey to the office of the school concerned by a certain 

date. All questionnaires were to be completed anonymously. 

3 .4. INSTRUMENT DESIGN 

a) Justification of Information to be Gathered • 
. ' 

The researcher used two instruments for data 

collection at Trinity Christian School,for this 

School had never previously surveyed parental 

opinion to clarify issues as proposed by the 

researcher. The first, Choosing a School, a 

questionnaire,was based upon a survey questionnaire 

used by the A.C.T. Schools Authority iTI 1983/4 in 

co-operation with the Catholic Education 01·f1ce 

and the A.C.T. Association for Independent Schools, 

in connection with its "Choice o:t: Schools in the 

A.C.T."project. Some modification was made by 

the researcher to the questionnaire used by the 

AuthoritY,andthis was mainly done by the inclusion of 

a multi-choice table on reasons for choice of 

school. It was placed at the beginning of the 

instrument and listed seventeen reasons which 

could have possibly influenced parents in the choice 

of the school they made for their child. 

The researcher compiled the list after having 

gleaned factors from his review of literature 

which included the findings contained in the 
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Choice or School~ in the A.C.T. summary 

which had just been published. The Response 

and Briefing Panel at Trinity Christian School 

also partici'pated in the selection and wordiTig 

of the factors included in the table. 

The second instrument to be used, this time at both schools, 

was a questionnaire - Survey on Biblical Values. This was 

constructed by the researcher in conjuction with Briefing 
. ' 

Panels at each of the Schools. Panels and researcher agreed 

that the ten values listed had a sound Biblical connection 1 

and could possibly have a bearing upon the strong general 

religious reason for choice of school which had already 

been shoWTI to exist in the case of O'Connor Christian 

School by the A.C.T. Choice of Schools survey. 2 

The researcher, strongly suspecting a similar reason also 

existed for Trinity Christian School, hoped to clarify this 

general religious reason by the use of this questionnaire. 

The clarification if successful would be useful to the 

schools, for it would help to increase their uTiderstanding 

more specifically of what parents expected in several 

matters which involved religious attitude particularly as 

it involved Christian education. 

At the same time it was hoped that some evaluation of 

curreTit performance by the school concerned could be 

obtained to give th.e councils of the schools some indication 

1. For justification from Biblical sources of values 
selected see pp 100 - 105 

2. Choice of Schools in the A.C.T. 1985:274 
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of whether parental aspirations in some important Biblical 

values were being met. 

b) Format of Questionnaires 

i. Choosing a School Questionnaire. 1 

This was made up of 21 questions, several 

of which were to be answered by the placing 

of a tick in a box, and related to administrative 

details. Most questions required a written 

response and were connected with values 

that parents might hold in connection with 

the choice of school they made for their 

child. 

Early in the questionnaire (Q4) parents were invited to 

show by ticking in one of five boxes, how important each of 

seventeen possible reasons were when they were deciding 

upon which school they were to send their child. The 

researcher hoped that this block of data would be useful in 

testing the reliability of the data obtained through the 

open-ended/comment type questions. As the study proceeded , 

this question-block was also to provide data to verify an 

important hypothesis2 which was made by the researcher as 

trends from the comment type questions data emerged. 

ii. Survey on Biblical Values. 3 

This questionnaire listed tell Biblical values, 

and parents were invited to tick on a f'i ve 

1. See copy of questionTiaire pages 107-lla 

2. The hypothesis being: 'That within the clientele 
( the pareTits) .of a Christian School there are groups that 
place a high priority on oTie or more of the following:
Christian Education, Traditional Education, Progressive 
Education, and/ or Pastoral Aspects of educatioTI." see p 61 

3. See copy of questionnaire page 145_ • 
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point scale, the degree of success that 

they considered their child's current 

school was having in providing these 

particular values in their curriculum and 

school life. In addition if their child 

had attended another school prior to their 

coming to a Christian School, parents were 

invited to rate that school in a similar way. 

c) Wording of Ques~ions and Content Sought 

i. Choosing a School Questionnaire 

FLOW CHART OF INFORMATION REQUIRED 

Sex Q.1. 

+ 
Year of Entry Q. 2 • 

... 
Mode of Travel Q.3. 

17 ReasonstQuestion Block 
♦ 

Alternatives Considered? Q. 5. 

Why othet alternati ves 
not selected? Q.6. 

* !f 
Why not local govt/R.C. 
School Q.8. 

Ease obttining Trinity 
information Q.7. 

Prior ac/ool attendance. 
Q.9. t 

-k-------->1< 
Degree of satisfaction 
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at last}school Q.10. 

Reasons for transfer Q. 11. 
i 

Sources of information about 
Trinity i Q. 1 2 • 

Satist·action with information Q .13. 

Parents mtjor hopes for child 
at Primary School Q.14. 

Parents f i ars (concerns) for child 
at Primary School Q.15. 

Possible tain gains t·rom Secondary 
School Q.16. 
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What makes fort good school?Q.17. 
~ 

What makes for a poor school?Q.18. 
~ 

Last school parent attended? Q.19. 

Who completed tte questionnaire? Q.20. 

(Figure 5: 1 Flow Chart of Information sought in the 

Choosing a School questionnaireJ 

ii. 

a) 

Survey on Biblical Values 

The basis for the selection of values. 

The researcher consulted Cruden's Complete 

Concordance to the Old and New Testaments 

(1959) and Nave's To pical Bible (1972). He 

made a list of values and the frequeTicy with 

which they appeared in these concordances. 

Groupings of values were then made of items 

which tended, in the researcher's opinion, 

to belong to similar clusters. A selection 

was then made of clusters which reflected, 

in the researcher's opinion, values which 

should be highly regarded by Christian educators 

if they were to communicate in their institution 

some of the main aspects of the majorthemes 

c011tained in contemporary Protestant Christian 

education. 

Of the te'tl .i terns chosen for the Biblical Values Survey 

four were undoubtedly Christian in expression and meaning .. e.g, 

DeclaratioTI of the Christian faith 

• 

• 

Acceptati ce of the kingship of God 

A fellowship to give students the 

opportuTii ty to be exposed to everyday 

Chris tiaTii ty. 
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CHAPTER 4 

EVALUATION OF DESCRIPTIVE DATA 

4.1 An Evaluation of data obtained from the 'Choosing 

a School survey' earried out with the co-operation of 

the Trinity ChristiaTI School 

The data received rela tiTig to each question 01· the above 

survey will be recorded in the order iTI which the question 

appeared in the survey paper. At the end, the researcher 

will endeavour to draw together· possible inferet1ces as 

they are seen to relate to the specific objectives of 

the study. 

Q.1 WHAT SEX IS YOUR CHILD? 

Response 

Male 

Female 
-
= 

65 

63 

Q.£ IN WHICH YEAR DID YOUR ELDEST CHILD FIRST 
ATTEND THIS SCHOOL? 

Response 

1980 - 5, 1981 - 9, 1982 - 8, 1.983 - 27, 

1~84 - 37, 1985 - 40 

Q.3 HOW DOES YOUR CHILD TRAVEL TO SCHOOL? 

Q.4 

Response 

Bus - 49, Car - 42, Bus/car - 16, Bicycle - 14, 

Walk - 7. 

WOULD YOU PLEASE TICK EACH LINE TO SHOW HOW 
IMPORTANT THAT REASON WAS WHEN YOU WERE 
DECIDING WHICH SCHOOL TO SEND YOUR CHILD? 

Below is a selected response - for full details 
see tables pages 115. 116 

The following are the several highest scoring 
reasons recorded by parents. Very high and high 
counts have been combined. 
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Rank Reason 

1 School and home values the same 

~:::: Basic three Rs taught 

~= Dedicated teachers 

4 Parent/School relationship 

5 Discipline policy of the School 

6 A Christian emphasis in education 

7 Traditional social values 

8 Educational program of th·e School 

Pere en tage 

100.0 

95.3 

95.3 

89.8 

88.0 

86. 7 

84.0 

80.8 

Results indicate that what are commonly regarded by many 

as traditional values i.e. "Basic three Rs taught", 

"dedicated teachers", "discipline policy" and "Traditional 

social values" feature prominently as being main reasons 

why maTiy parents decided to send their child to a Christiat1 

School. 

A high percentage of parents regarded fA Christian emphasis 

in educatioTI' as an important reason, whilst there was 

complete parental agreement that School and home values 

should be the same. 

Q.6 

WHEN YOU WERE CONSIDERING ENROLLING YOU CHILD AT 
TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL , DID YOU SERIOUSLY CONSIDER 
ANY OTHER SCHOOLS? 

Response 

Yes - 60 No = 63 

WHY DID YOU DECIDE AGAINST SENDING YOUR CHILD TO 
THE OTHER SCHOOLS YOU CONSIDERED? 

1 
Parents considered a total of 71 schools made up of: 

Government Schools 

Independent Schools 

Roman Catholic Schools 

42 

20 

9 

59.1% 

28.2% 

12.7% 

1. Not necessarily different schools. 
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Government schools were decided against because 

of the following four main reasons:-

3) 

4) 

n = frequency of mention 

Poor ~iscipline 

Lack o.f teacher 
dedication and caring 

Lack of Christian 
emphasis in education 

Values did not equate 
with home 

17 

16 

1 1 

7 
Independent Schools were decided against by some 

parents because of the following four reasons:

n = frequency of mention 

1) School was too far away from home 10 

2) There were no vacancies 6 

3) Fees were too high 3 

4) Being a single sex school 2 

Roman Catholic Schools were decided against by 

some parents because of the following three reasons:

n = frequency of mention 

1) 

2) 

2) 

Theological differences 

There were no vacancies 

School was too far away from home 

7 

1 

1 

HOW EASY WAS IT TO GET THE INFORMATION YOU WANTED 
ABOUT TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL? 

50 Parents found it very easy to obtain information 
they required 

16 Parents found it fairly easy to obtain 
information they required 

3 Parents found it not very easy to obtain 
information they requir~d 

Relatively few parents wished to comment on this question. 

The most common response when made,related to the hearing 

of the good features of the school from parents of children 

who were already attending the school. Friendly and 
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efficient office and teaching staff were also commented 

upon as sources of information. 

Q.8. WHY DID YOU DECIDE NOT TO SEND YOUR CHILD TO: 

a) YOUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT SCHOOL 

b) YOUR LOCAL ROMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL? 

( a) For full details refer to table page 120-123 

(b) For full details refer to table page 11 9 

Christianity as a belief system was directly or indirectly 

connected with one out of every ·four reasons for not sending 

a child to the local government schools. Some parents 

considered that, not only was there an absence of Christian 

influence iTJ such schools, but that a counter-ChristiaTI 

influence such as t he active promotion of Humanisn as a 

belief system often prevailed there. 

Lack of discipline in all its manirestations was the 

largest single explicit reason given in answer to question 

8 making up 18% of total responses, while lack of pastoral 

~ through insufficient teacher dedication and individual 

attention to childrens' needs brought a similar percentage 

response. 

Various academic type reasons such as low academic 

standards, poor curriculum, lack of student progress, lack 

01· attention to the three Rs and homework, accounted for 

some 14% of all responses. 

And there was a definite dislike by parents of the open

plan type of architecture, 9.5%. 

A Roman Catholic School was often also considered by 

parents,and while its discipline and academic standards 
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were usually held to ~e satisfactory, upon reflection, 

theological differences were seen by the majority of 

parents as being too great for their application to 

proceed. 

PREVIOUS SCHOOLING 

Q.9 PRIOR TO ATTENDING TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, DID 
YOUR CHILD ATTEND ANY OTHER SCHOOL? 

108 ,or 86% of the parents surveyed said that their child 

had atteTided a previous school,, while 18 or 1496 replied - . 
. ' 

that their child had not attended a previous school. 

·roro of all children of parents surveyed, had attended a 

government school prior to _attending Trinity ChristiaTI 

School, almost all having attended a primary school. 10% 

of children had previously attended a Church School mostly 

comiTig from a Seventh Day Adventist Primary School which 

had no secondary department. In several instances 

parents had transferred from interstate. 

Q.10 HOW SATISFIED WERE YOU WITH -THE E:OOCATION YOUR CHILD 
RECEIVED AT THE LAST SCHOOL HE/SHE ATTENDED? 

(For full details refer to table on page124-128) 

If the previous school had been a government primary 

school while a good third of parents were at least 

reasonably satisfied with the education their child had 

received, two-thirds were not. 

If the previous school had been a church school the 

satisfaction rate with the previous school was 93%. 

A total of 170 written comments was also received for 

this question. 

( For full details ref er to table on page 124 ) • 

Some 24% of comments directly applied to teachers in 
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government primary schools,and were negative in nature 

and expressed a perceived lack of care and dedication 

towards childreTI. Irisufficien t stress on discipline 

and academic standards were other important reasoris 

given. 

Q.11 WHAT WERE YOUR REASONS FOR MOVING YOUR CHILD FROM 
THAT SCHOOL TO TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL? 

(For full details refer to tables pages 129-130) 

Adding the raw scores.,for the ·- "most important reason" 

and "other important reasons, it was apparent that reasons 

relating to Christian belief and practice were very 

important to parents. Teacher attitudes, caring and 

dedication were also viewed as important as were general 

academic standards and discipline. 

Q. 12 FINDING OUT ABOUT TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

BEFORE YOU ENROLLED YOUR CHILD AT TRINITY CHRISTI.AN 
SCHOOL DID YOU SEEK INFORMATION ABOUT THIS SCHOOL? 

(For full details refer to tables on pages 131-132) 

The majority of parents (92%) did seek information about 

the Trinity Christian School before they enrolled their 

child. 

'Word of Mouth' was the greatest source of information, 

with parents of children already attending the school being 

the major single source. 

Verbal contact with the school staff and perusing literature 

from the school were also important sources of information. 

Q.13 BEFORE JOU ENROLLED YOUR CHILD DID YOU FEEL YOU HAD 
ENOUGH INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL? 

(For full de.tails see table on page 133 ) 

96% of parents survey·ed, felt that they did have enough 

information about the school. For those par\ents who did 

not, insufficient information about the curriculum was the 
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most common factor lacking. 

Q .14 WHAT ARE YOUR MAJOR HOPES ABOUT YOUR CHILD'S YEARS 
IN PRIMARY SCHOOL ( i.e. YEARS K - 6)? 

(For full details see table on pages134-135) 

The major area of concern of parents centred on 

pastoral hopes, some 37% of responses being in this category. 

These included such things as the child having the 

opportunity to mix with children and adults in a caring 

atmosphere where good ,social development and the learning 

ol' "good values" could take place. To allow the child 

to develop positive self esteem and to actually enjoy the 

schooling experience were also aspects considered important. 

Hopes of an academic kind were significant in almost a 

third of all responses, with children being exposed to a 

good grounding in basic skills and the three Rs being seen as 

particularly important. The cultivation of good study 

habits together with the flow on of academic growth were 

also serious hopes for the child's education. 

Religious kinds of hopes accounted for some 21% of the 

responses. Most of the respondents used the name of the 

Founder of Christianity in one form or another and were 

particularly keen that religious 1·ai th should permeate 

the en tire social and academic life 01· the school. 

Q.15 WHAT ARE YOUR MAJOR CONCERNS (FEARS) ABOUT YOUR 
CHILD'S YEARS IN PRIMARY SCHOOL? 

(Full details are given on tables on pages 136-137) 

As almost all respond en ts had a child or children already 

in the Primary section of the Trinity Christian School, 

most parents felt that their child's needs were already 

being met. The largest single response of "no .fears" 

(23%) helps to verify this possibility. 
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However, some fears were held for the child's primary 

years at Trinity Christian School, and these centred 

around the chances that the child might not master 

the basics and mature and succeed academicall y and soci ally. 

Learning anti-social habits from peers was also a 

significant response. There was little fear that the 

child's religious needs would not be catered for. 

Q.16 WHAT DO YOU SEE AS SOME OF TH~ MOST IMPORTANT GAINS 
YOUR CHILD COULD MAKE FROM SECONDARY SCHOOLING? 

(For full detaiis refer to tables on pages 1 38-1 39 ) 

If responsibility, caring for others and the 

acceptance or others are taken -to be gains effected by 

religious training, the gains that could be made in the 

Christian f'ai th were seen by parents as very important 

1·or their child during his/her secondary schooling. 

Scholastic achievement, often with a view to gaining later 

tertiary entrance and the formation of disciplined study 

habits, were matters also highly valued by respondents. 

Parents revealed also an interest in their child being 

adequately prepared to enter the work force and take their 

place in tne cornmuni ty by making good social ad j ustments 

based upon good communication with others. 

YOUR VIEWS ON SCHOOLS 

Q.17 A GOOD SCHOOL: WHAT IN YOUR OPINION, MAKES FUR A 
GOOD SCHOOL? 

{Full details are provided in tables on pages 140-141) 

From the weight 01· respoTJse centering directly on 

•teachers•·, it would seem that parents hold that a good 

school is equated very much with good teaching and vice versa. 

Teachers are expected to be dedicated to their work, with 

expectation in some quarters that they be dedicated 
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Christians, skilled in providing a traditional type of 

education. 

If caring, UTiderstanding and mutual respect are held to 

be objectives of a Christian education, and if the oneness 

of home and school values are similiarly based, much more 

than a third of all responses were connected with 

Christianity being instrumental in the making of a good 

school. 

Discipline ranked third as an important requirement 

for a good school. Often this discipline was held to be 

based on Christian principles leading to self-discipline. 

Academic and community type responses were roughly equal, 

around 15% or the 602 item-responses made. Some 1~% of 

responses held that close parent involvement in the life 

of the school was desirable, while various pastoral 

answers other than those connected with caring and 

discipline accounted for some 11% o:f total responses. 

Q .18 A POOR SCHOOL: 
POOR SCHOOL? 

WHAT IN YOUR OPINION, MAKES FOR A 
' 

(Full details are given in tables on pages 142-1 43) 

Negative factors relating to teachers account for the 

largest single grouping within the responses to this 

question. Non-caring teachers, lacking in dedication, 

some thinking more of themselves than the children, make 

up a grouping which was mentioned in almost one-half of 

all responses made. 

Lack of discipline was seen to contribute significantly 

in the making of a poor school and appeared as one-quarter 

of all item-responses, while only 0.4% of responses were 

concerned about discipline being too strict. 
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A lack of academi.c features accounted for one-quarter of' 

all item-responses made. 

A "trendy" wide-rangi11g curriculum, of doubtful value, 

with unclear objectives, and a diminished emphasis on the 

three Rs perceived as being implied, raised most concern. 

Q.19 WHAT WAS THE LAST SCHOOL YOU ATTENDED? 

(Full details are given 011 table on page 144 ) 

All respondents were either a mother or a father not a 

Guardian or relative. ~ost parents had attended a 

government school in their childhood (78%) 

Fathers had attended a Roman Catholic School at , .4, times 

the rate of mothers. Just over one-half of all completed 

questionnaires, were done by both mother and father 
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SURVEY ON BIBLICAL VALUES 

This survey was carried out at the two Christian Schools: 

Trinity Christian School and the O'Connor Christian School 

As mentioned in the chapter ou Methodology, the choice of 

the ten values was made by the researcher based upon wide 

reading he had undertaken in the field of Christian 

Education. This included the literature issued by the 

two Christian Schools in this survey. Some of the items 

are obviously 'Christian', whilst others would easily 

i"iud a place in the philosophy 01· a government school or 

even a school explicitly based on humanistic principles. 

However, as provided by tables onpp.100-105 Biblical 

evidence can be presented to show that even though these 

items might not all be credited with Biblical justification 

for their use in the wider world, it is possible for a 

Christian to view them as being Bible-based. 

It should also be noted that as most of the respondent's 

children had attended a government school prior to their 

enrolment at one of the two Christian schools, it is quite 

unfair i£ not illogical to attempt to evaluate the success 

of a school imparting a particular value if it does not 

overtly include that value as being one of its objectives. 

However, the researcher was interested to know how parents 

felt about these various values in connection with their 

child's previous school whether it was government or 

church operated, in case some important trends might 

possibly emerge. 

Mention should also be made that many of the values listed 

could be regarded as 'motherhood' types of values in that 

they are so universally accepted and highly.regarded one 

could not help but give the highest rating to that value, 
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-irrespective of the actual performance level. Parents 

who have made a financ'ial sacrifice might also tend to 

justify the decision that they had made, by seeing the 

new school through 'rose-coloured glasses'. 

However, the researcher once again felt that despite 

Lhe possibility of these very real limitations influencing 

the validity of the survey results, an attempt should 

made to detect some trends : which, if great enough, might 

have some signiticance. 

' APPRAISAL OF DATA RECEIVED 
FROM PAkENTS OF THE TRINITY 

AND 01CONNOR CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
CONCERNING THE BIBLICAL VALUES SURVEY 

Where no previous school had been attended by the child~ 

(Full details are on tables on pp.157/9;169/71 ) 

There was among these parents at the two Christian Schools 

A and Ba general high degree of satisfaction in the way 

each school was achieving the values listed. 

School A had a few parents who were uncertain that the 

school was encouraging children to achieve their potential, 

while one-third of parents from the same school were 

uncertain that the school was sufficiently involved in the 

community. 

In School Ba few parents were uncertain of their school's 

being involved in the community and a similar number were 

uncertain about the dedication of some staff to Christianity. 

Where the previous school attended by the child bad been 
a church Schoo l : 

(full details are on tables on pp.152/154; 166/168) 

The two Christian Schools had in ·general a high degree of 

parental satisfaction, this being markedly so in the case 

of School B. The pa.rents o1' School A showed considerably 

more dis satisfaction with the previous Church School, 
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Where the previous school attended by the child had been 
a Governmen t School : 

(Full details see Tables on 149-151 and 163-165) 

Parents of both Schools A and B were highly satisf'ied 

with the way their child's school was imparting the 

values listed, with the exception that in the case of 

School A 20% o:f parents surveyed were uncertain that due 

regard was being given to outstanding work,and almost 

a third of parents at the same school were uncertain or 
., 

disagreed that the school was being involved in the 

community. 

When considering how parents at the two schools viewed 

the performance of the government school that their child 

had previously attended, a number of parents were prepared 

to give credit for achievement in the following areas:-

i) regard :for outstanding work 

ii) school being involved in the community 

iii) having value for huma~ character 

It was clear however that most parents surveyed at each 

of the Christian Schools were sure in their own mind that 

Christian beliefs were not suf1"iciently stressed in the 

curriculum and life of the government schools. Neither 

did these schools provide 'a fellowship to give students 

the opportunity to be exposed to everyday ChristiaTii ty'. 

This,together with the belief that teachers were not 

sut'ficiently dedicated to Christianity, ranked highest in 

parental dissatisfaction by parents of both Christian 

Schools ·:With Government schools. 

Parents of School A tended to rate government schools as 

being more successful in imparting the values on the list 

which could be interpreted as ones not so explicitly 

Christian. 
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Summary of all Returns . 

( Full details see Tables on pages 145-148 and 160-162) 

Parents surveyed from both Christian Schools showed a 

very high degree of satisfaction wit" the way their child's 

school was currently imparting the values listed in the 

Biblical Values Survey. The two Schools
1

as far as 

explicit Christian values were concerned, showed a 

remarkable similarity. Differences,when they did occur 

between schools
1

centred on ~alues on the list which 

might well be considered not uniquely Christian even 

though Biblical justification can be found for them. 
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Inferential Data Baseq 
On Computer Analysis · 
I 

As mentioned earlier in the study, whilst the writer was 

making a preliminary analysis of the data from the 

Choosing a School Survey (particularly the trends that 

emerged 1·rom the data connected with question 4), he was 

led to make the following hypothesis: 

'That1within the Clientele (the parents) of 
a Christian School . there are groups who 
place a high priority on. otie or more of the 
following:- Christian Education, Traditional 
Education, Progressive Education, and/or 
Pastoral Aspects of Education.' 

Also the writer wanted to verify the results from Question 
1 

11 in the above survey against the results obtained from 

(.Juestion 4. 

Using the computing facilities of the Australian National 

University and the data processing package termed the 

'Statistical Package for the Social Sciences'(S.P.s.s.), 

the writer made au input of data for all 126 cases and 

all variables that he was in.terested in concerning question 
2 

4. 

Variables 

1 Pastoral care provided. 

2. A Christian emphasis in education. 

3. Parent/School· relation ship. 

4. Basic three Rs taught. 

5. Reputation of the school. 

6. School and Home values the same. 

7. Dedicated teachers. 

1,. Question 11 read "What were your reasons for moving 
your child from that school to Trinity Christian School? 

2. The first two i terns relating to "conve-nience of the 
school" and "Your child's friends attend" were not 
included having a very obvious low correlation with 
other items. · 
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Variables (contd) 

8. Academic emphasis of School. 

9. Discipline policy of School. 

10. Con trolled ~o cial environment. 

11. Social emphasis of School. 

12. Educatio11al program of School. 

13. Traditional social values. 

14. Up to date curriculum. 

1,. Child centred ed'u cation. · 

A general factor analysis was obtaiTJed and it was found 

that there were four viable factors (i.e. factors with 

an eigenvalue of more than 1.o). In order to ascertain 

those items which appeared to cluster in each factor, the 

i tern which had the highest loading for that particular 

factor was taken. From tnis, an hypothesis was made that 

there seemed to be four coherent factors which influenced 

choice of school. 

The Varimax Rotated Factor Matrix program of the s.P.s.s. 
showed that there were indeed strong indications of 

respondents tending to .favour a high ranking .for certain 

groups of variables. Further factor analysis was done OTI 

the computer~ this time for up to six factors. The results 

again indicated a strong possibility that there was 

'clustering' in the way respoTideTI ts graded variables. 

On the basis of the above analysis the researche:r combined 

variables into the following groupiTigs , and,after considering 

their similarities J named them in a way he believed 

appropriate. 
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Group 1 

Group 2 

'Traditional Education' with variables 
4~5,7,8,9,10 and 13. 

'Progressive Education' with variables 
12, 14, and 15. 

Group 3 

Group 4 

'Pastoral Education' with variables 1 and 11. 

'Christian Education' with variables 
2, j, and 6. 

The facility of the s.P.s.s. for solving a coudescriptive 

problem was next employed on a four-factor grouping for 

each case from 1 to 126. On the print out1 each case 
' was looked at in turn, and the highest factors were 

identified i.e. those with the numeral 1. 
e.g. 
Case No Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

(Trad. Educ) Frog. Educ. Pastoral 

36 1 ~ 

63 2 1 

120 3 3 

Using Code: T = Traditional Education 
E = Progressive Education 

P = Pastoral Education 
C = Christian Education, 

1 

3 

4 

Group 4 
Christian 

1 

2 

1 

The following scores were obtained by adding together the 

number.of 1 1 1 places for that group out of the 126 cases. 

n/126 % 
C 1 Christian Education' 73 58 

T 'Tradi tioTial Education' 51 40 

E • P.ro gressi ve Education' 40 32 

p 'Pastoral Education' 17 13 

Various combinations of "1 11 which Wtre. found in each case 

wut then tabulated with the following results: 
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Rank n/1L6 % 

4 T • = 8 6.5 

6 = ~~. E. = 6 4.8 

13 = T.P. = 0 o.o 

3 T.C. = 10 7,9 

8 = T.E.P. = 3 ~-4 

~ T.E.C. = 14 11 • 1 

8 = T.P.C. = j 2.4 

5 = T.E..P.C. = ·'/ 5,? 

6 = E. = 6 4,8 

13 = E.P. = 0 o.o 

8 = E.C. = 3 ~-4 

11 = P. = 2 1 • 6 

11 = P.C. = ~ 1.6 

1 c. = 54 27 .o 

The sequential ranking was founci to be as follows: 

Rank n/126 .% 

1 c. = 34 27.0 

2 T,E.C. = 14 11 • 1 

j T.C. = 10 7.9 

4 T. = 8 6.3 

5 T.E.P.C. == 7 5,5 

6.= E. = 6 = 4.8 

6 = T.E. =· 6 = 4.8 

8 = T.E.P. = 3 = 2.4 

8 = T.P.C. = 3 = 2.4 

8 = E.C. = 3 = ~-4 

11 = P. = 2 = 1.6 

11 = P.C. = ~ = 1. 6 

13 = T.P. = 0 = 0 

13 = E.P. = 0 = 0 
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CHAPTER 5 

Findings, Discussion 
And Implications 

A review will now be made of the main finditigs from data 

analysis made in the previous chapter concerning the: -

a) Choosing a School Survey - Trinity 
Christian School 

b) Biblical Values Survey - Trinity Christian 
School 

c) Computer analysis of 
Question 4 of the 

O'Connor Christian 
School 

Choosing a School Survey - Trinity Christian 
School 

The approach will be to examine the results of the data 

as they are seen to relate to each of the Objeetives of 

the Study. However we will first look at a limitation 

which should be noted in connection with the analysis 

and findings of this study. 

Limitation 

It became clear to the researcher as the study unfolded, 

that while a reasonably clear dichotomy can be made 

between academic values and religious values, this is much 

more difficult to do in the case of pastoral values and 

religious values. Concepts such as 'caring', 'dedication', . 

'character training', 'home and school values1 and even 

'discipline'a.re all capable of having strong religious 

meaning to some people, and indeed can be certainly justified 

from Holy Scripture, but one is not sure that the prime 

motivation for a parent desiring this kind of value from 

a school is indeed religious. 

The writer believes that this touches on a weakness in the 

present study
1

in that this particular investigation was 
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not done even tho-ugh sufficient data may have been gathered. 

It is hoped that more. work in the future will be carried 

out investigating coTicepts such as the above which are 

capable of havi11g as their prime motivation a variety of 

factors. Further study would help to more accurately 

portray the religious element in these concepts as they 

apply to pareTits seeking particular benefits for their 

child from a school. 

For purposes of the preseTit evaluation, one of the concepts, 

'School and home values the same', is treated on the 

assumption that there is a strong religious element in the 

motivation for it being desired. This assumption has 

a strong foundation as .shown by the factor analysis 

carried out on Questio11 4 of Choosing a School Survey. 

Objective 1 

To determine in cotmection with two Christian 
Schools, the importance parents attach to 
religious/Biblical values in their child's 
education. 

If an examination is made of the respoTise of parents to 

issues which involve the direct use of the te:rm 'Christian' 

or 'God' in the questionnaires
1 
it can be seen that parents 

rate this value quite highly · e.g. 

a) Choosing a School Survey. Q.4. 

"How important •.••• was A Christian emphasis 
in Education? 11 • 

89% of pareTits considered it very high or high. 

b) Biblical Values Survey 

The percentage shown is the average between 

the Two Christian Schools 

nneclaration of the Christian faith" 99% 

"A fellowship to give studeTits the 
opportunity to be exposed to everyday 
Christianity" 95% 
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"The dedicatioTJ of Teachers to Christiani ty11 96% 

"Acceptance of the kingship of God" 100% 

WheTJ paren~s were not provided with a religious term a 

religious value response was not of the same magnitude 

but iTI most cases it was still significant. e.g. -

a) Choosing a School Survey 

Question 9 

Questions 6 and 8 are concerned with why 

parents decided agai~st sending their child 

to other schools. Religious reasons 

appeared as important. 

Percentage of reasons concerning :-

• aTI expressed lack of ChristiaTI values 
or teaching 17% 

• ChristiaTI . values plus 
values, similar home 
against ·humanism 

lack 01· moral 
and school values, 

28% 
• Theological differences 

Catholic Church School 
with Roman 

78% 

10% of the respondents' children had previously attended 

a Church School, usually a Seventh Day Anventist School_, 

the reason being that there was TIO SeveTith Day Adventist 
S"""-l 

Secondaryvill Canberra. Their desire for a Christian 

School was obviously strong enough for them to choose 

a non-Adventist school whiOh was religiously orientated. 

QUestion 10 

Ill this question parents were asked to state how satisfied 

they were with the education provided at the previous 

s -chool. While 64% of parents were not satis:f'ied with the 

government school their child previously had atteTided, 

only 7 .0% were dissatisfied if their child had attet1ded 

a Church School. For this comparisoTI to be used to 

stret1gthet1 the indication o/ parental demand for religious 

values in education, it would have to be assumed that 
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Church schools did in fact provide religious values/ teaching. 

The Comment section under this question produced 170 

comments, and it is interesting that only 2% of the 

comments related explicitly to Christianity although if 

'home and school values the same' were added this figure 

would rise to 6%. Perhaps this low percentage could be 

because a voluntary comment was asked for,not a definite 

reason, as was required in the next question. 

Question 11 

Parents were asked why they moved their child from the 

previous school and reasons were required. 

Reasons relating to Christianity explicitly = 21% 

The abo.ve, figure if 'home/school values' added = 26% 

Christian education and values were ranked as the third 

most important reason why they moved their child and 

ranked f'irst as an important reason. 

Question 14 

In response to the question "What are your major hopes 

f'or your child's years in primary school?" , specif'i c 

Christian values amounted to 21 % of hopes listed. If 

'develops good values' and 'caring environment' are added, 

the figure would react 32%. 

Question 15 

Even though their child was in a Christian School, some 

8% of parental fears about the child's years at primary 

school centered around religious values - 'no Christian 

growth' etc. 

68 



Question 16 

"Important gains your child could make from secondary 

schooling" :r; t is note-worthy that actual commitment 

to the Lord Jesus Christ was second in the rank order of 

gains. 20% of all gains were explicitly religious in 

nature mentioning the word "Christ" or "Christian". 

Question 17 

"What in your opinion makes fo.r a good school ? 11 

PareTI ts expressly mentioned teachers dedicated to 

the Lord·Jesus Christ, Christian Biblical world view, anct 

upholding Christian values - al together 16%. If home/school 

values, character development and. high moral standards were 

also included the percentage would rise to 19%. 

Question 18 

For·· this question, "What in your opinion makes for a poor 

school?" , there were relatively few explicitly Christian 

types of aTiswers and th~ se were ex.pres sly coTI cerned with 

' Christian or moral education Tiot being taught - (3.8%). 

If the numbers for 'conflicting world views• and 'home 

and school values different• were added, this percentage 

would still only rise to 9.2%. 

A summary will now be made to clarify the trends in this 

religious area which were based upon written responses 

y.ri thpu t any "prompts". 

Question 

4 

6 aTid .8 
"Against sending 
to other school 

Explicitly Christian 
Response% 

87 

17 

If 'home/school 
Yalues' added to 
unris~ia.I1response % 

100 
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Question Explicitly Christian If 'home/school 
Response% values'added· to 

Ohri stia.nrespoTI s e 

10 
"How satisfied" 2 6 

11 
"Why child moved" 21 26 

16 
"Impor taTJ t gaiTis" 20 

17 
II A good school" 16 19 

18 
II A poar school" 4 9 

While the above percentages are not very high, it should 

be recalled that for question 11, explicitly Christian. 

values were raTiked third as the most important 

reason why the child was moved away from the previous 

sohool, and first as an other important reason. 

Computer Analysis of Question 4 data iTI the Choosing a 

School Survey 

The analysis showed that there. was a particularly high 

correlation between the following items:-

i) A Christian e;nphasis in education 

ii) School and home values the same 

iii) Parent School relationship 1 

% 

and that a significant number of parents surveyed ( 58%) 

considered these items important when they were deciding 

upon which school to send their child. In fict these parents 

constituted the largest ·group. · 

Conclusion on Objective I relatiTig to Religious/Biblical 

Values as a factor in parental choice of school. 

From the positive results provided by:-

i) Th;' Choosing a School Survey(questions 4, 6, 8, 
11 , 16 and 17) , · 
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ii) The factor· analysis ddne by computer on question 
4 of the above survey verifying the .resu·1 ts 01· 
question 11 , and · 

iii) The high level of parent~l satisfaction .in the 
attainment of religious values. by two Christian 
Schools expressed in the Biblical Values Survey, 

the researcher concldea that: 

Most parents of children attending two Christian Schools 

in the Australian Capital Territory do place considerable 

importance upon religious/Bi.bl_ical values and that 

religious aspects of education were considered by them to 

be insurflciently stressed in government schools. 
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Objective 2 

To determine in connection with Christian Schools, the 

importance pare11ts attach to: -

Academic valu~s iTI their child's education 

The following order will be adopted when examining the 

following three maiTI sources of data, 
ti ., 

i) Choosi11g a School Survey 

ii) computer analysis of Q. 4. of the above survey 

iii) the Biblical Survey 

Question 4 

The importa11ce of 'academic' reasons to parents when they 

were maki11g a decision on which school to send their child 

was as follows:-

Basic three Rs taught 9596 

Educational program of the school 79% 

Academic emphasis of the School 74% 

Up . to date curriculum 74% 

('very high' and 'high' scores addea· ·· together), 

The above figures show that some three-quarters of the 

parents surveyed considered academic reasons important 

when they were deciding upon a. school -ror their 

child, The heavy demand for the 'basics' being taught 

is interesting and even more interesting is the demand 

shoWTI for an 'up . to date curriculum' • While this does 

not have to be, of course, the anti thesis of the demand 

for 'basics' ii could point to a group of parents who 

desire elemeri ts of 'progressive educatio11' for their 

children,· The factor analysis carried out (referred to 

later) did verify a trend in this direction. 

Question 8 

When asked why they did not choose to send their. child 
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to the local government school, academic reasons 

accounted for some 14% of the reasons which were as 

follows:-

Academi'c standards low 

Curriculum poor 

Lack of student progress 

Three Rs lacking 

No homework given 

% 

6 .1 

3.0 

2.4 

1.7 

0.7 

The parental response for this question seems to imply 

that academic reasons were not in the fore,front for 

sending a child to a government school. 

Question 10 

Assessing their satisfaction of their child's previous 

school by ticking a box, parents were then able to.add 

a comment if they wished. 170 various comments were 

received, and ~2% related directly to academic reasons, 

Question 11 

Academic standards low 

Child not progressing 

Homework lacking 

13% 

7% 

3% 

This important, direct question to parents as to why they 

moved their child from a government primary school 

produced the following result:-

Academic reasons rank second as the most 
frequently stated reason 

If 'teacher attitude and dedicatioTI' are regarded as 

'academic reasons' then this category would have ranked 

first. 
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Question 14 

Academic 'hopes' accounted for some 31% of all hopes 

given and were expressed in this way:-

Basic skills, three Rs 

Good study habits 

Academic growth 

18% 

7% 

7% 

The hope for mastery of basic skills, three Rs ranked 

first amongst all hopes expressed. 

Question 15 

It should be remembered that parents when answering this 

question (relating to concerns (fears) about their child's 

years in primary school), already had their child in a 

Christian School. Academic reasons tied with social 

reasons for being the largest single group of concerns 

for parents. The fears centred on the following three 

areas:-

Not learning three Rs. 
Reaching high school and finding that 
'basics' had not been taught. 

Child not maturing academically. 

Educational failure. 

Question 16 

Academic reasons emerged even stronger in parents 

aspirations for their child's years in secondary school, 

ranking first place with 24% of all important gains a 

child could make. 

• 

• 

Scholastic achievement 

To gain tertiary entrance 

Disciplined study habits • 
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Question 17 

"What in your opinion makes for a good school ? 11 

15.5% of all reasons were explicitly academic, as 

follows:-

ro 
Three Rs 5.5 

High academic standards 4.1 

Comprehensive, well 
balanced curriculum 4.1 

., 
Homework given 1.0 

Regular assessment 0.5 

Sound study habits 
encouraged 0.3 

If,however, scores relating to teachers being 'dedicated', 

•traditional in approach','skilled', 'high in motivation', 

were added to the academic category, tne ~ercentage or 

academic reasons would rise to 27% of all reasons for 

what parents regard makes for a good school. 

Question 18 

"What in your opinion makes for a poor schqol ? 11 

Parents gave a number of different academic type replies, 

which accounted for 17% of all reasons given. 
% 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Wideranging curriculum of 
doubtful value 

Three Rs not taught 

Trendy teaching 

Poor work .habits 

Lack•taucational standards 

Underachievers ignored 

Lack of examinations 

Lowest ability group determines 

5.8 

4.0 

1.8 

1. 6 

u.7 

0.7 

the place of others 0.7 
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If comments relating to teachers being "non-caring", 

"not dedicated", "unskilled" were added, the figure for 

academic reasons would rise to 41%. 

Implications oTI the Importance Parents 

Attach to Academic Values Arising 

From the Computer Analysis of Question 4 

Of the Choosing a School Survey 

The following items covereJ b~ this question were 
., 

regarded by the researcher some as having ~cademic' 

connotation 

4 Basic three Rs taught 

5 Reputation of the school 

1 Dedicated teachers 

8 Academic emphasis of School 

9 Discipline policy of the school 

10 Controlled social environment 

11 Traditional Social values 

1 L Educational program of school 

14 Up to date curriculum 

15 Child centred education 

On a condescriptive listing of 4,5,7,8,9,10,and 13 

called 'Traditional Education'and 1L, 14, 15 'Progressive 

Education', percentage responseiof 40% and 32% respectively 

were obtained. 

Therefore a total of 72% of all respondents gave a very 

high rating to •academic' atems. 
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Possible Implications of the Importance 

Parents Attach to Academic Values 

Arising from the Biblical Values Survey 

There are three values in this particular survey which 

can be regarded as having academic connotation:-

i) achieving fullness of ability 

ii) regard for outstanding work 

iii) dedication of Teachers to their work 

Combining the figures for both schools, the results are 

as indicated. These cover the above values as perceived 

by parents being currently achieved by the children's 

Christian School. A contrast is made with the success 

the childrens' previous school was perceived to have had 

imparting the same values. 65% of all children had 

previously attended a government school. 

Figures are percentages of respondents who strongly agreed 

or agreed that the values were or had been achieved. 

achieving fullness of ability 

regard for outstanding work 

dedication of teachers to their 
work 

Christian Previous 
School School 

93 

98 

46 

55 

44 

It is clear that
1
as far as these three academic -type 

values are concerned parents believed their child's 

Christian School was being far more successful than the 

previous school that they had attended. This could point 

towards parents attaching importance to these values .when 

they made their choice of school, ana·· why they were 

retaining their child at a Christian School. 
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Conclusion on Objective 2 relating to academic values as 

a factor in parental choice of school. 

Because 

i) 

of the positive 

the" Choo~ing a 
4, 10, 11·, 14, 

results provided by:
,, 

School Survey questions 
1 5 , 1 6 , 17 and 18 

ii) the factor analysis done by computer on 
questioTJ 4 of the above survey, relating 
to the Traditional and Progressive 
Education groupings 1 Q~d 

iii) tne high level of parental satisfaction 
iTl the attainment of academic values by 
the two Chris'tian School expressed in 
the Biblical v~lues Survey, 

it is believed by the researcher, that :-

Most parents of children attending two Christian Schools 

in the Australian Capital Territory do place considerable 

importance upon academic values, (the hypothesis that 

initiated this objective which related to discipline will 

be discussed under the findings 01' the next aTJd last 

objective now to be reported.) 
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Objective 3 

To determine in connection with two Christian Schools, 

the importance parents attach to 

Pastoral Values in their child's Education 

A similar approach to that taken for the previous two 

objectives will now be employed to examine the pertinent 

evidence applying to(the above objective concerning) 

pastoral values. 

Choosing a Schoo1 Survey 

Q.4. Parents were asked how lmportant were various 

items in their choice of School. 

"Pastoral care provided" gained a "high" or "very 

high" response from 54% of parents surveyed 

"Dedicated teachers" gained 94% 

"Discipline policy of the School" gained 86% 

"Child ceTitred education" gained 66% . 

"Your child's frie11ds attend" gained 0.8% 

Question 6 

While pastoral reasons did not significantly feature iTI 

parental responses as to why they had not decided to 

send their child to an independent school or a Roman 

Catholic school, they did when a government school was 

considered. 

"Poor discipline 11 , "lack of teacher dedication 

aTid caring", were frequently mentioned. 

"LargeTiess and impersonality" and "poor peer 

group pressure" concerned a few parents. 

Question 8 

Parents commenting as to why they did not choose to 

send their child to the local government schoo½gave 

pastoral type reasons to the extent of 41% of total 

reasons -given • 
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Particularly strong responses centred on 

"Poor discipline" and "Lack of teacher 

dedication and caring"1 which ranked first 

and second respectively1for all reasons 

supplied. 

Question 10 

This question dealt with parental satisfaction of a child's 

experience at a government pri~ary school. 170 comments 
. ' 

were made. Matters concerning dissatisfaction with 

teachers and mainly centering around lack of dedication 

and care shown towards students, accounted for one-quarter 

of all responses. ''Lack of discipline" ( 1596) ranked as 

the second major reason. 

18% of all other comments related to pastoral matters) 

such as "child unhappy", "child acquiring negative attitudes" 

and"lack 01· individual attention." 

Question 11 

In this direct question, "What were your reasons 1·or 

moving you child from a government primary school t o 

Trinity Christian School ? 11 , upoor discipline" ( 17%) was 

the largest single reason. Matters concerning the dedication, 

general attitude, and caring shoWTI by teachers accounted 

for 28% of all reasons given. 

Question 14 

Many of the hopes parents held for their child's years at 

primary school had a pastoral dimension, (3996), 

e.g. 

good social adjustment, mutual 
caring 12.0 
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Enjoys the school experience 

Self esteem encouraged 

Attains full, potential 

Caring environment 

Ready for high school 

Disciplined environment 

Questioll 15 

96 

6.4 

6.4 

3.7 

2.6 

5.4 

1.9 

4 3% of all concerns ( f'ears) that parents had .1·or their 

child's years at primary school were pastoral/social in 

nature, e.g. 

Learning anti-social habits from peers 
Having no Christian friends 16.5 

• 

Potential not being developed 

Disliking school, becoming bored 

Not maturing socially 

Not relating to or being accepted by 

8.2 

6.2 

peers 3.1 

Question 16 

Pastoral type responses were sigTiificant with some 32% 

of important gains that a child could dtrivt from secondary 

schooling seen in that way. 

Parents were particularly hopeful t~at their chilctwoulc{learn 

responsibility for others, caring for others, and the 

accepting of others. Making good social adjustmentsand 

having good communication with others were also seen as 

important gains. Developing self-understanding, 

discovering talents, and building self-esteem and confidence 

were also thought important but were mentioned less 

frequently. 
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Question 17 

Altogether1 651 distinct comments were noted by parents 

as to what in their opinion made for a good school. The 

biggest single item (16%), concerned teachers being 

dedicated and empathic in their approach to children. 

Some parents mentioned the need that teachers need to 

have made a commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. A caring 

supportive environment for teachers, as well as children, 

was expressed in 13% 6i all co~~ents, and 12% of comments 

concerned the need for consistent discipline under 

Christian principles. In all, 54% of all comments 

related to pastoral concerns. 

Question 18 

Among the 444 distinct comments upon what made for a poor 

school, figures are much 01· an anti thesis for what were 

given for a good school. 

Non-caring, militant, non-dedicated teachers, with poor 

morale, amounted to 27% of all responses. Lack of 

discipline claimed 16% of all responses. Pastoral reasons 

alt✓ogether accounted for some 55% of all responses. 

Computer Analysis 

An attempt was made to identify a pastoral priority 

area by using variables i and ii, i.e:-

i) Pastoral care provided 

ii) Social emphasis of the school 

The result indicated a group,comprising some 13% of all 

parents surveyed
1

who had placed a very high importance 

above everything else
1

on these two pastoral factors. 
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Biblical Values Survey 

If it is assumed the following have a pastoral dimension:

Having value for human character 

• 

Achieving' fullness of ability 

Responsibility of the individual for honest, 
honorable living 

Dedication or teachers to their work 

then the results from both Christian Schools indicate 

that parents surveyed believe:i 'that their School was highly 

successful in providing pastoral care iTI these ways and 

that their child's previous school if it had been a 

government school had not been nearly so successful. 

Conclusion on Objective 3 relating to Pastoral Values as 

A Factor in Parental Choice of School 

Because 

i) 

ii) 

iii) 

of the positive results provided by:-
• # The Choosing a School Survey questions 

4, 6, 7, 10, 11 , 14, 1 5, 16, 17, aTI d 18 

The factor analysis done by computer on 
question 4 of the above survey 

The high level of parental satisf~ction 
in the attainment of pastoral values by 
Two Christian Schools expressed iTI the 
Biblical Values Survey, 

the researcher is led to the con clusioTI that: 

Most parents of children attending two Christian Schools 

in the Australian Capital Territory do place considerable 

importance upon pastoral values, and that problems 

particularly pertaining to issues of discipline, are very 

significant as facto:rs Whtn a decision is being made by 

parents not to send their child to a government school. 
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Some recommendations submitted for consideration 

by Governing Councils of Christian Schools. 

N.B. Bas ed upon limited research with two 

Christian Schools 1985-86 

1. There should be little concern about the future 

demand for places in Christian schools. It appears 
' . 

that the trend away from the government school 

system to the private sector will continue for 

some time, (graph page19(i))
1 

and that Christian 

schools are seen to be attractive alternatives 

to government schools. 

2. However1 if Christian schools are to retain their 

students, those in authority should be aware if 

they are not already,that,while it appears true 

that most of their clientele favour an education 

for their child based upon Christian education 

and Christian values which are expressed in 

pastoral care (pages71&83~there would seem to be 

a large number of parents who very strongly desire 

a traditional kind of education for their child, 

one that gives considerable attention to the "basics" 

(page 72ff.) 1 where sound learning takes place in 

a disciplined environment. 

3. Those responsible for curriculum in Christian Schools 

shouldbe aware that some of the parent body could 

have a strong preference for an up-to..-1:iate curriculum 

with a modern child center~d approach.(page 63) 
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4. The researcher feels that . the continued success 

of Christian Schools in the future could well 

depend upon the skill of school .administrators 

in combining the above aspects of education 

mentioned in (2) and (3). 

Some Recommendations for consideration by policy 

makers in the government school system of the 

Australian Capital Territory. 

It should be noted that some parents are opting 

not to have their child educated in a government 

school because: 

1. they c_onsidered that important religious values 

are -not included in the curricula (pages 70&71) 

2. they consider that problems of discipline seem 

to be of a -magnitude sufficient to spoil a -child's 

school experience. (pages 79 and 80) 

3. they consider that there is insufficient effort 

being made by teachers to help create a caring 

environment with accompanying attention to a 

child's pastoral needs. (page 83) 
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Some Recommendations for consideration by policy 

makers in Teachet Training Institutions. 

If the results of this restricted survey are but 

a small indication of a much larger phenomenon being 
cyu.~~en 

experienced by parents of gov,e.fnment school or potential 
' 

parents of government schools i.e. an increasing number 

of parents are viewing with increasing concern: 

a) the absence of religious and or moral training, 

b) what they perceive lowering· of discipline standards 

to the point where effective learning is retarded or 

no longer possible, and 

c) that there is perceived to be a small degree or absence 

altog~ther of t~acher interest in the general pastoral 

concern of students, then in this writer's opinion, 

Teacher Training Institutions should be asking questions 

that could well include:-

1. If promoting religious education training is to be 

left entirely to the Church Tea.cher ,:Training Colleges, 

what arrangements will be made for moral training programs 

to take place,for surely this vital area so necessary 

for the survival of society cannot be abandoned by those 

responsible for training teachers,even in a multi-cultural 

education system~ 

2. Do teacher trainees receive sufficient tuition in gaining 

the skills associated with effective classroom discipline? 

While government schools by their ·nature have often to 

be "all things to all people'' should the small but 

increasing minority who do not wish to learn,have the 
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'democratic right' to prevent directly or indirectly those 

who do wish to le~rn from doing so? 

3. Are teacher trainees receiving the chance to acquire 

skills in pastoral care not only in helping students 

btit in giving support and entouragement to fellow 

teachers? The writer feels that this is no longer an 

area where it can be assumed that a mature young teacher 

trainee will automatically have such skills. Often 

teacher trainees have come from schools where there has 

not been any real pastoral care program and the social 

needs of all people seem ever on the increase • 

• • • 
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Declaration of the Christian Faith 

Exodus Chapter 20: 1 -17 

Micah Chapter 6:6 - 8 

Deuteronomy Chapter 6:5 

Leviticus Chapter 19: 18 

St Matthew Chapter 5 - 7 ( cf Luke Chapter 6 & 12) 

St Matthew Chapter 12:34 - 37 

st Matthew Chapter 22:34 - 40 
. ' 

St John Chapter 3: 16 

St John Chapter 3: 16 

St John Chapter 13:34 - 35 

1 Corinthians Chapter 13 

Hebrews Chapter 11 

James Chapter 1 : <'.'.6 - L7 

1 John Chapter 4: 7 - 21 

Ephesians Chapter 1 : 3 - 14 

Ephesians Chapter 2 

Philippians Chapter 2: ·14 - 16 

Acceptance of the Kingship of God 

Joshua Chapter 24: 14 - 15 

Isaiah Chapter 6: 1 - 8 

St Matthew Chapter 10:38 - 39 

St Matthew Chapter <'.'.1 : 1 - 11 

st Mark Chapter 8:27 - 38 

St John Chapter 1: 55 - 42 

St John Chapter 3: 1 - 8 

St John Chapter 14:21 - 24 

St John Chapter 20:24 - 29 

St John Chapter 21: 15 - 17 

st Mark Chapter 9:24 
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Acts Chapter 2:36 - 39 

Acts Chapter 8:~6 - 39 

Acts Chapter 9:1 - 19 

Acts , Chapter 16: 25 - 34 

Acts Chapter 26: 12 - 20 

Philip pi ans Chapter 2:5 - 11 

Colossians Chapte!' 1 : 1 5 - 23 

1 Timothy Chapter 1 : 12 - 17 

Having 
. ' ~ . 

Value for Human Character 

Joshua Chapter 1 : 1 - 9 

Leviticus Chapter 19:8 - 17 

Psalm Chapter 46: 1 - 2 

St fv:a tthew Chapter 5 - 7 

St Luke Chapter ;0:25 - 37 

St Luke Chapter 19: 18 - 24 

St John Chapter 13:4 - 15 

St John Chapter 15:1~ - 14 & 17 

Romans Chapter 8: 1 

'.Romans Chapter 12 

Romans Chapter 1 5: 1 - 6 

Galatians Chapter 6: 1 - 10 

Ephesians Chapter 6: 1 - 4 

Philip.pians Chap"ter 2: 3 - 4 

Philip.pi ans Chapter 4: 8 - 9 

Collosians Chapter 3: 20 - 21 

1 Thessalonians Chapter 4:2 - 7 

2 Thessalonians Chapter 3: 6 - 1~ 

1 Timothy Chapter 3·: 2 - 5 & .8 - 1~ 

James Chapter 2: 14 - 17 
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St Matthew 

St John 

1 Corinthians 

2 Corinthians 

Ephesians 

Ephesians 

Philip pi ans 

1 Timothy 

1 Tillie thy 

z Timothy 

Proverbs 

Achieving Fullness of Ability 

Chapter ~5:14 - 30 

Chapter 10: 10 

Chapter 9:~4 - z? 

Chapter 8:10 - 11 

Chapter 4: 1 - 16 

Chapter 6: 10 - 18 

Chapter 3:4 - 11 & 1~ - 14 

Chapter 4:15 - 16 

Chapter 6: 11 - 12 

Chapter 2: 4-6 

Chapter 8:7 - 8 & 1z - 1j 

Responsibility of the Individual for 
Honest, Honorable Living 

Romans 

Galatians 

Ephesians 

St Matthew 

1 Peter 

Amos 

Chapters 12, 13 & 14 

Chapter 6: 4 -5 

Chapter 4 

Chapter 15:10 - 20 

Chapter 3:8 - 9 

Chapter 5: 10 - 15 

A fellowship to give Students the 
OpportuTiity to be Exposed to Everyday Christianity 

Acts 

Acts 

Acts 

St Matthew 

St .Matthew 

1 Timothy 

2 Timothy 

Chapter 2:42, 46 & 47 

Chapter 17:1 - 14 

Chapter 18: 1 - 8 

Chapter 19:8 - 10 

Regard for Outstanding Work 

Chapter 13: 1 - 23 

Chapter 25:14 - 30 & 31 - 46 

Chapter 6:11 - 12 

Chapter 4:7 - 8 
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1 Corinthian.s Chapter 9:~4 - ~7 

Phili.ppians Chapter 3: 1 - 1~ 

Colossians Chapter 5:23 

Proverbs Chapter 27: 12 

1 Samuel Chapter 16: 7 

Dedication of Teachers to their Work 

1 Thessalonians Chapter 5: 14 

1 Timothy Chapter 4: 15 - 16 

Titus Chapter 3: 1 - 2 

Titus Chapter 2:'1 & 8 

Galatians Chapter 6:y 

James Chapter 3: 13 - 18 

1 Peter Chapter 5:~ 

Dedication of Teachers to Christianity 

1 Corinthians Chapter 3: 16 

1 Corini thians Chapter 6:20 

1 Corinthians Chapter 9: 18 - 22 & 24 - 27 

1 Corin tnians Chapter 12 

2 Corinthians Chapter 3:4 - 6 

2 Corinthians Chapter 4 

Galatians Chapter 5:22 - 25 

Philippians Cnapter 4:8 - 9 

Colossians Chapter 2:j 

Colossians Chapter 3:8 - ·17 

Colossians Chapter 4:5 - 6 

1 Timothy Chapter 4:11 - 12 

2 Timothy Chapter 2:15 & 22 - ~5 

2 Timothy Chapter 3:14 - 17 
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School (Christian) being involved in the Comm.unity 

Romans Chapter 12 

Romans Chapter 14: 13 - 19 

1 Corinthians Chapter 12: 12 31 

2 Corinthians Chapter 8: 1 - 7 

Galatians Chapter 6:2 - 10 

1 Peter Chapter 2: 16 - 17 

st Luke Chapter 10 ::25 - 37 
., 

James Chapter 5: 14 - 17 

Proverbs Chapter 22:6 
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A Selective List of Articles from the 

magazine "Nurture, a magazine for Home and School. 

published by the National Union of Associations 

for Christian Faren t Controlled Schools 

(P.O. Box 143, Blaxl~nd, N.S.W. ~774) 

Summer, 1979.p8 

Summer, 1979.p9 
ITI a 

Summer, 1980.p3 

Summer, 1980.p6 
Noel 

"Who do they think we are?" Lynne Dickson 

"How do we see our role as.a parent 
Christian School ? 11 Carolyn Hatfield 

"Wha,t are th~ .basics?" Ian Ridgway 

"How is the Christian School Different?" 
Weeks 

Winter, 1980.p5-6 "The Essence of a Christian School" 
Jack Postma 

Summer, 1981.p7-8 "'l1he Christian Teacher and the New 

Summer, 

Spring, 

Summer, 

Winter, 

Autumn, 

Winter, 

April, 

July, 

July, 

July, 

3 R's." Mavis Hudson 

1981.p13 "Why send our Chilctren to a Christian 
School?" 

1981 "Some Principles Relating to Christian 
Education." M. P. Gelak 

1982.p3 "Christian Schools versus Private Schools" 
R.O. Zorn 

1982.p14-16 "The Role of the Teacher in the 
Christian School" Norman E. Harper 

1983.p8-10 "The Philosophical Controversy in the 
Christian School Movement" Noel Weeks 

1985 .p4-6 "Principles for Curriculum in a World 
that is God's." Doug Blomberg 

1984 "Christian School Growth" Editorial 

1984.p6-7 "Christian Schools then and now" 
O .J. Hofman 

1984 "Australia Toaay" John Rietveld 

1984.p17 "Official Opening of Trinity Christian 
· School - Canberra" C.A. Corderoy 

October, 1984.p8-9 "Our Chrif:ltian Schools •••• Exclusive?" 

April, 

O.J. Hofman 

1985.p6-7 "A Parent's View - Christian Education" 
Joan Schouten and Barbara McLaren 
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CHOICE OF SCHOOL SURVEY 

In this survey we are interested in finding otit the reasons 

parents choose to send their children to Christian Schools. 

We would like to assure you that the information 
you provide in this questionnaire will be treated 
ih the strictest confidence. Questionnaires will 
be seen only by members of the Council and the 
researcher. 

Your opinions are valued. 

When completed please place the questionnaire in the envelope 
provided,seal it and have it returned to the Trinity Christian 

School Office by -Monday 18th . November. Thank you • ., 

/ 
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.NOTE: Please answer this questionnaire with respect to 
the eldes t child you have attend'ing Trinity Christian School. 

,. 'Nhat sex is your child? MALE □ FEMALE CJ 
2. In which year did your eldest child first attend this school?198_ 

3. How does your child travel to school? 

CHOOSI~G A SCHOOL 

4. Would you please tick each line to show how important that reason 
was when you were deciding which ,school to send your c'ild. 

Convenience of th~ school. 

Your child's friends attend. 

Pastoral care provided. 

A Christian emphasis in education. 

Parent/School relationship. 

Basic three Rs taught. 

Reputation of the School. 

School and home values the same. 

Dedicated Teachers. 

Academic emphasis of School.· 

Discipline Policy of School. 

Controlled social environment. 

Social emphasis of School •. 

Educational program of School. 

Traditional social values. 

Up to date curriculum. 

. Child centred ed~cation. 

Comments:-

V,H!GH. HIGH MODERATE LOW lV.LOW 
= ... == ::::::=;:;::: 

- -- - - _, -· - - - - - ... 

---- ----

--~---

- - - ... 
, ----·-



5. When you were considering enrolling your child at Trinity 
Christian School,did you seriously consider any other schools? 

YES D NO D-:3" Go to Question 8 

6. Why did you decide a gainst sending your child to the other 
schools you considered? If it was a State School please write 
S/Sand then the reason. If it was a Roman Catholic School 
please write R/C then the . reason. If it was an independent 

school please write I/S then the' reason. 

8. 

How easy was it for you 

about Trinity Christian 

Very D Fairly 

to get the information you wanted 
School? 

easy easy 
Not very [ 
ea9y -----

Comment 

Why did you 
(a)your 

or (b)your 

decide not to send your child to 
local government schooi 
local Roman Catholic School? 

Not· at · D 
all easy · 

(a) Reasons for not choosing your local government school: 

(b) Reasons for not choosing your local Roman Catholic school: 

PREVIOUS SCH.OOLING 

9 • Prior to at tending Trinity Christian ·School, did your child 
attend any other school? 

Yes c:J 

No CJ 
Please complete questiohs below. 

Please go straight to question 12 
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Was it a Primary or Pre-School 
or 

Secondary School 

Yes D 

Yes Cj 

If YES to either,was the school he or she attended 

a Government School D a Church School D 
. 

No D 

No.Q 

10. How satisfied were you with the education your child received 
at the last school he/~he attended? ~ · 

Very D Reasonably CJ 
satisfied satisfied 

Comment 

Not very r--i 
satisfied t___J 

Not at all□ 
satisfied 

11. What were your reasons for moving your child from that school 
to Trinity Christian School? 

Most important reason _____________ _________ _ 

Other important ~~asons ----------------------

FINDING OUT ABOUT TRINITY CHRI STIAN SCHOOL 

12. Before you enrolled your child a t Trinity Christian School 
did you seek information about t his School 

YES D NOD 
If YES, how did you find out about t he School? 

Most important source I 

Other important sources 
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13. Before you enrolled ypur child did you feel you had enough 
information about the School? 

YES D NOD 

If NO, what would you have liked to know more about? 

14.What are your major hopes about your child's years in 
primary school (i.e.Years K - 6 )? 

15. What are your major concerns (fears) about your child's 
years in primary school? 

16. What do you see as some of the most important gains your 
child could make from secondary schooling? 

YOUR VIEWS ON SCHOOLS .. 
17. A good school : What in your opinion,makes for a good school? 

111 
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1_8. A poor school: What in your opinion, makes for a poor school? 

-.c-'-------------------------------
ABOTTT YOURSELVES 

19. What was the last school you attended? 

MOTHER 

Government D 
R.Catholic CJ 
Independent [ 

20. Who completed this 

MOTHER 

D 

FATHER 

D 
D 
r 

questionnaire? 

FATHER 

D 

GUARDIAN/RELATIVE 

( tick 

D 
CJ. 
D 

one or more) 

GUARDIAN/RELATIVE 
., 

D 

It would be appreciated if you would now turn the page and 
complete the Survey on Biblicai Values. 

I 

May I take this opportunity of ~hanking you for your time and input 

into this survey. Your opinion is highly valued. 

, John Gwilliam 

,._:_ -
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N.B. 

The categories' "Pastor"ai 11 "Christianity'' 

"Cornmuni ty" "Academicll and "Social Values" 

are very bro ad and contain i terns which are 

not necessarily mutually exclusive of each 

other whether on an ~tern or a category basis. 

For exarnple:-

"Caring" is placed in "Pastoral" yet some 

would argue that genuine caring has a 

religious basis. 

"Discipline" is listed as "Pastoral" yet 

some might regard it as being more connected 

with the "academic" aspect of school life. 
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QUESTION 4: WOULD YOU .PLEASE ' TICK EACH LINE TO SHCM HOW 
IMPORTANT THAT REASON WAS WHEN.YOU WERE 

"DECIDING WHICH SCHOOL TO SEND YOUR CHILD 

SUMMARY OF REASONS THAT WERE IMPORTANT 

(Very high and High figures have been 
added together) ( 128 cases) 

RELIGIOUS REASONS RAW SCORE PERCENTAGE 

A Christian emphasis on education 

ACADEMIC REASONS 

Basic three R's taught 

Educational program of School 

Academic emphasis of School 

Up to date curriculum 

PASTORAL REASON$ 

School and home values the same 

Dedicated Teachers 

Parent/School relationship 

Discipline Policy of School 

Traditional social values 

Controlled social environment 

Child centred education 

Social emphasis of School 

Pastoral .care ·provided 

Your child's friends attend 

OTHER REASONS 

Reputation of the School 

Convenience of the School 

114 

111 87 

122 

101 

95 

95 

128 

121 

114 

110 

105 

91 

84 

81 

69 

1 

96 

14 

95 

79 

74 

74 

100 

94 

89 

86 

82 

71 

66 

63 

54 

0,8 

75 

11 



Total 128 Returns - Percentages 

NOTE: Please answer this questionnaire with respect to 
the eld e s t chi l d you have attending Trinity Christian School. 

1. What sex is your child? MALE C7 eQ:_§% FEMALE~ 

2. In which year did your eldest child first attend this school?1980 = 3.9% 
'81 = 7% 1 82 = 6.3% ''83 = 21% '84 = 28.9% '85 = 31.2% -

3. How does your child travel to school? 
Bicycle= 10.9% Walk= 5.5% Bus= 38.3% car - 32 . 8% Car/Bus - 12 . 5% 

CHOOSING A SCHOOL 

4. Would you please tick each line to show how important that reason 

was when you were deciding which school to send your c 11g • 
• v.~IGH Hl\H MOO~RATE LOW v.!ow 

Convenience of the school. 

Your child's friends attend. 

Pastoral care provided. 

;:;:=:====== ,:.::-===;=.i =~1!1:=-===•=::a: 
'· - i,) .jl - - - W.-1 - - 4§. J . 

A Christian emphasis in education. _59.4. __ 2'Z.,.3 ___ lJ.l, 

Parent/School relationship. 

Basic three Rs taught. 

Reputation of the School. 

School and home values the same. 

Dedicated Teachers. 

Academic emphasis of School. 

Discipline Policy of School. 

Controlled social environment. 

Social emphasis of School. 

Educational program of School. 

Traditional social values. 

Up to date curriculum. 

. Child centred education. 

Comments :-

- 3£>-? -
- 51..Q.. 

31.2 - - -
i1..,!9_ 

]5 "'-9 -
42.2 - - - -
33.6 - - - -
29.7 

8.6 

4.7 - - - -

.2s..a ____ _ 

28.9 4.7 

- 4]-1 _18.:.8 -
~.9_ - .,2.4.. 

39.8 18. 0 - - - -
11,.j_ 24.2 - - -
43.0 16.4 - - - -- - -
39.8 11.7 

- - - - - - - -
40.6 18.8 - - - . -
35.9 21.9 

- - - . -

25.0 17.2 - . - . -
27.3 57.0 

1.6 

_o..._s_ ·-· 

- O._§ - -- --
_2.2 - - - . 
5.5 1.6 

- - -:- - - - . 

6.2 3.9 - -----
2.3 - - ---
2.3 1.6 

- - - - - - - --
4.7 2.3 

- - ---
3.9 3.9 

- - -- - - -· 



Total 128 Returns - Raw Scores 

NOTE: Please ans·11er this questionnaire with respect to 
the eldes t chil d you have attend"ing Trinity Christian School. 

1. 'Nhat sex is your child? MALE~ FEMALE §] 
2. In which year did your eldest 

'80 = 5 1 81 = 
child first attend this school?l98 
9 1 82 = 8 '83 = 27 1 84 = 37 1 85 =40 

3. How does your child travel to school? 
Bicycle= 14 Walk·= 7 Bus= 49 Car= 42 Car/Bus= 16 

CHOOSDIG A SCHOOL 

4. Would you please tick each line to show how important that reason 
was when you were deciding which ,school to send your c ild. 

Convenience of th~ school. 

Your child's friends attend. 

Pastoral care provided. 

A Christian emphasis in education. 

Parent/School relationship. 

Basic three Rs taught. 

Reputation of the School. 

School and home values the same. 

Dedicated Teachers. 

Academic emphasis of School.· 

Discipline Policy of School. 

Controlled social environment. 

Social emphasis of School. 

Educational program of School. 

Traditional social values. 

Up to date curriculum. 

.Child centred education. 

Comment s :-

V.HIGH HIGH MODERATE LOW V.LOW 

\, . 13 60 
- - J. - - -· -· - - - - - . 22 ----·-

1 19 35 73 ----- ---·- ___ ,.._ 

33 36 41 10 7 

76 35 17 -------- ---- ----

-
-
-

57 57 11 2 ..- ...... ----

-
-
-

82 40 6 

47 

95 

49 

33 

24 

84 37 6 

1 

39 56 24 1 

73 37 12 3 

40 

28 

46 

54 -
43 -
38 
-

- - -

- -
-

51 23 7 ---.,--- 2 

5 53 31 

55 21 

51 15 - - - - -
52 24 - - . 

.46 .. 28 
- - - . 

-
.... 

-

8 

3 

3 2 

6 3 

5 5 



Comments made on Question 6 

"Why did you decide against sending your child to the 

other schools you considered?" 

Independent Schooi 

Too far away 10 

No vacancies 6 

Too expensive 3 

Single Sex 2 

Highly competitive 
atmosphere 1 

Over-empha sis on sport 1 

Too class cons cious 1 

Too traditional 1 

Parent/School relationship 
not as good 1 

Government School 

Poor discipline 17 

Lack of teacher dedication 
and caring 16 

Lack of Christian emphasis 
in education 15 

Academic standard not high 
enough 10 

Lack of traditional 
education 7 

Values did not equate with 
home 7 

Too large, too impersonal 6 

Poor reputat~on 4 

Lack of Three R's 3 

Poor peer group pressure 3 
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I 

Comments made on Question 7 

Heard from a parent/s whose child attended the School (8) 

Staff very helpful, friendly, open (5) 

Telephoue call with information sent by return mail ( 3) 

Principal always available (3) 

SDA School (2) 

Attended Parents Meeting (L) 

Good Prospectus answered all questions (2) 

Sta.ff very pleasant aT)d co-operative ( 1) 

Spoke to Council members (1) 

Parent is a Teacher at Trinity 
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Rank 

1 

2 

3 

4 = 
4 = 
6 

7 = 
7 = 

9 

Reasons for !l.Qi choosing a local 
Roman Catholic School 

Raw scores, and Ranking 

Reason Raw Score 

Doctrinal disagreement 30 

Not Roman Catholic 16 

Overcrowded . ' 6 

Not allowed entry 5 

Anglican 5 

Wanted a Protestant School 4 

Anglicans denied Sacraments 3 

Considered but? 3 

Child did not want this 

School 1 

Total Raw Score = 73 
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Rank 

2 

3 

4 

5 = 

5
. 

7 

8 

= 

9 = 

9 = 

11 = 

11 = 

13 = 

13 = 

13 = 

13 = 

17 = 

17 = 

19 = 

19 = 

21 = 

21 = 

23 = 

23 = 

A Summary of comments from parents about why they did not 

choose to send their child to the local Government School, 

(located at the bottom of Question8) (295 responses) 

Reason Raw Score 

Discipline lacking 

Teacher qualities/dedication lacking 

Open-Plan architecture not wanted 

Christian values lackin~ 
. ' 

Academic standards low 

Home and School values inconsistent 

Individual attention lacking 

Christian teaching lacking 

Reputation poor 

Curriculum poor 

Humanism taught 

Lack of caring 

Moral values ,lack of concern 

Large classes 

Lack of student progress 

Parent/School relationships weak 

Three 11Rs 11 lacking 

Parental confidence lacking in system 

Peer pressure on ~alues different to 

parents 

Social contact undesirable 

General discontent with system 

Competitive spirit lacking 

~rincipal 1 s leadership qualities 

High rate of teacher turn~over 

120 

53 

32 

28 

25 

18 

18 

13 

12 

9 

9 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

5 

5 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 



Rank 

23 = 

26 = 

26 = 

26 = 

2. 

Reason 

No homework given 

Lack of pride in school 

System a disaster 

System disgus ting 

121 

Raw Score 

2 

1 

1 

1 

I 
I 



Rank 

1 

2 

7 

( located at the bottom of Question 8) 

ReasoTI 

Pastoral = 39.66% 
DiscipliTie lackiug 

(2~5 Responses) 

Teacher qualities/dedicatiou lacking 

Individual attentioTI lacking 

11 Lack of cariTig 

15 Large classes 

2) Principal 1 s leadership qualities 

25 High rate of teacher turn-over 

4 

5 

8 

11 

19 

Christianity = 25.08% 

Christian values lacking 

Home aTid School values incoTisistent 

Christian teaching lacking 

Humanism taught 

Moral values, lack of concern 

Peer pressure on values different to parents 

Community = 18.~8% 

3 Open-plan architecture not waTited 

9 Reputation poor 

13 Parent/school relatioTiships weak 

17 Parental confidence lacking in system 

21 General discontent with system 

26 System disgusting 

26 Lack of pride in school 

122 

Raw 
Sccire 

(117) 

53 

32 

13 

8 

7 

2 

2 

(75) 

~5 

18 

8 

7 

4 

( 56) 

28 

9 

7 

5 

4 

1 

1 



Rank 

5 

9 

13 

17 

23 

19 

21 

Reason 

Academic = 15.89% 

Academic standards low 

Curriculum poor 

Lack or student progress 

Three R's lacking 

No homework given 

So cii.al Valu·es 

Social contact undesirable 

Competitive spirit lacking 

123 

2.37% 

Raw 
Sc'o're 

( 41) 

18 

9 

7 

5 

2 

(7) 

4 

3 



~uestion 10 How satisfied were you with the education your child 
received at the .last school he/she attended? 

If the school had been a government nrimary school,answers were 

given as follows,from a total of 93 responses. 

Very satisfied 

Reasonably satisfied 

Not very satisfied 

Not at all satisfied 

Raw score Percentages 
12 

21 

25 

35 

12.9 

22.7 

26.9 

37.6 

If the school had been a church primary school, answers were 
given as follows from a total of 14 responses. 

Very satisfied 

Reasonably satisfied 

Not very satisfied 

Not at all satisfied 

8 

5 

1 

0 

57. 1 

35.7 

7.1 

o.o 

If the school had been a government secondary school, answers 

were given as follows from a total of 2 responses. 

Very satisfied 0 0 

Reasonably satisfied 1 50.0 (South Aust.School) 

Not very satisfied 1 50·.o (A.C.T.School) 

Not at all satisfied 0 0 

Comment on the South Australian School - "Most South Australian 

Schools have values similar to those of Trinity Christian School." 

Comment on the A.C.T.School -"My child was badly bullied and also 

there was no Christian education." 
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Question 10 

If the previous school had been a government primary school 

In the co~ment section under the question and the grading of 

parental satisfaction,there were 170 comments. 

Topics were ranked according to frequency of mention. 

TOPIC 

C.omments a bout teachers 

lack of dedication 
lack of care shown towards student 

inconsistency of approach to teaching 

teachers were poor role models 
high teacher turn-over 

teachers striking 

14 
12 

7 
4 
3 
2 

% 
8.2 
7.0 

4. 1 

2.3 
1.7 
1 • l 

RAW SCORE 

41 

inadequate discipline 26 
inadequate academic standards 22 
child not progressing 11 

lack of character training lJ 
lack of individual attention 9 
open-plan architecture 9 

lack of parent/school communication 7 
scho0l and home values different 7 
child was ac~uiring negative attitudes 6 
homework lacking 5 
child unhappy 5 
various negative comments 4 
unchristian practices,emphasis on humanism,astrology 4 
no uniform 
on adviee of two government high school teachers 1 

170 

125 

24. 1 

15.2 

12.9 
6.5 

6.5 
5.2 
5.2 
4. 1 

4. 1 

3.5 
3.0 
3.0 
2.3 
2.3 

.5 

RANK 

2 

3 

4 = 
4 = 
6 = 

6 = 

8 = 
8 = 

10 

11 = 
11 = 

13 = 

13 = 
15 = 

15 = 



Question 10 

If the previous school had been a government primary 

school. 

In the comment se~tion under the question and the grading 

of parental satisfaction, there were 170 comments. 
, 

Topics were ranked according to frequency of mention. 

Pastoral = 

Comments about teachers 

Raw 
Score 

(82) 

lack of dedication 14 8.2 

lack oi· care showu towards studeuts 12 7 .o 

inconsisteucy of approach to 
teaching 7 ·4. 1 

teachers were poor role models 4 2.3 

high ·teacher turn-over 3 1. 7 

teache~s strikiug 2 1.1 

inadequate discipline 

lack of iudi vidual attention 

child UTihappy 

26 

9 

5 

.15. 2 

5.2 

3.0 

Academic = 22.55¾ (38) 

inadequate academic standards 

child not progressing 

homework lacking 

12 6 

22 

1 1 

5 

12.9 

6.5 

j.O 

Rank 

2 

6:;: 

3 

4= 

11 = 



Christianity = 16.47% 

lack of character training 

school and home values different 

child was acquiring negative 
attitudes 

UTichristian practiees, emphasis on 
humanisn, astrology 

Community = 1~.94% 

open,;_pl?n architecture 

11 

7 

6 

4 

(~2) 

9 

lack of parent/schooi' communication 7 

various negative commeTits 4 

no UTiiform 1 

on advice of two government hi gh 
school teachers 1 

Social Values = 0% 

Nil 

127 

(28) 

6.5 

4. 1 

3.5 

5.2 

4. 1 

2.3 

.5 

.5 

4= 

8= 

10 

13= 

6= 

8= 

13= 

15= 

15= 



Juestion 10 

There were four oositive things sa~d about government primary 
schools out of 170 comments • 

• child was motivated and worked well • 
• facilities were excellent • 

• some government schools a~e much better than others • 
• pre-school teachers wer~ kind arid gentle. 
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QUESTION 1] 

What were your reasons for moving your child 

from that school (a,government primary ) to Trinity 

Christian School. 

Rank 

2 

MOST IMPORTANT REASON 

Reason 

Teacher - attitude, 
dedication,cari~g 

Academic standards 

3 Christian education 
Christian values 

4 

5 

6 

7= 

7= 

9= 

9= 

11 

Discipline 

Home/school values 

Interstate transfer 

Home/school relationships 

Child unhappy 

Open-plan architecture 

Stable environment 

Reputation of Govt.Schools 

Raw Score 

27 

26 

20 

16 

7 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Total 111 

OTHER IMPORTANT REASONS 

1 Christian Education 
Christian values 

2 Discipline 

3 Teacher -attitude, 
dedication,caring 

Academic standards 

Child unhappy 

Stable environment 

Home and school values 

19 

16 

14 

11 

3 

3 

2 

Home and school relationshipsl 

129 
Total 69 

Percent. 

18.0 

14.4 

6.3 

3.6 

2.7 

2.7 

1. 8 

1 • 8 

0.9 

27.5 

23. 1 

20.2 



Question 11: 

What were your reasons fo r moving your child from that 

school (a government primary) to Trinity Christian School? 

Pastoral 

discipliTie 

teachers' dedication 

teachers' caring 

teachers' attitude 

child UTihappy 

stable environment 

Christianity 

Christian education aTid values 

home/school values different 

Academic 

academic standards 

Community 

interstate transfer 

ho~e/school relationships 

open-plan architecture 

reputation of government school 

Social Values 

Nil 

Raw Total 
s'co're 

32 

12 

17 

12 

6 

5 

59 

9 

37 

4 

4 

2 

1 

84 46.6 

48 26.6 

37 20.5 

11 6. 1 

Total Raw Score 180 

(The same "Most Important" and "Other important" reasons 

have been added together.) 
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,llBDDIG OUT ABOUT TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

' 12. Before you enr•lled y•ur cbild at trinity Christian Schoel 
did you ■eek information aoout thia School? 

YES 118 s 92.1~ NO 10 .. 7.8% 

SOtmCB 
M••t Imp•rtant S•urc• 

Reap•na~• 1' Rupon. Rank ™r Important ~•u.rcn 
Re■p•n■e■ Pere. Reepon. a) ·Pri~nde and '!'rienda wh• had 

ch1ldr■n •~tending the School. 42 29.16 1 

hiost ID12ortant 
Other " 
Percentage or 
Total Reap•n•ec 

-,-------- ·- --·- --- -.. -- ··- . .. -. --.. ··· •· ------···---- a) 15 16 12 
b) Parent• •f children a..lru.d1 · · • 22. 

attending. 26____ 18.05 2 ·o) 12 12.90 
~ 

c)· Print•d Matter ~m the-S~bo-o.l- -i5 .. 10.41 3 ·-· ·· . .. c) 14 15.05 .L;;,:;.:. 

d) The SchHl ---- · ---- ----- ------- - ·-· . ]S ___ ........... :.. .. _§:'~----4-· ·a) B 8.60 u,o-:i . 

., c:: 'lt'.) 

, , i::n 

8.46 e) · t.cal .Church,hiini;t;r··-------ll ______ _ , 7.63 5 -e) 6 6,45 
. Q.~~ 

f) Members •t School C•unc11 7 4,86 6= f ) 2 2,15 
C. cc 

g)' Princ1.pal/Pr1ncipde interview 7 4,86 6= 'g) lO 10, 75 
3.62 
.§....fil 

h.) :Public Kee-ting 5 3, 47 8= ·11 -:-_.;;.~~.;.._:,::..:..::...==. _________ -=------..:..:...:....:... ___ -=. __ . ,.v~ 
i) Viai'tlng the School 5 3,47 8= i ) 4 4.30 - --

,, n, 

j) 'bl.king t■· a. Sta.ff Member 5 3.47 8= l) 5 s.37 · 
0

k) Ph•ne call to th• School 3 2 .OB 11= k) 2 2 ,l.5 

1) 'l'allcing t• n•11-Trtnit1 Tu.cher• 3 2.oe ll• 1) 6 6.45 
m) W■rd. -of K■uth 3 2.oe 11... m) 2 - 2.15 

n) Poll.owed · School'• Dnelepment 2 i. 38 14;= n) 

3.62 
4.03 
2.01 
~.62 

h.9.1 
o.sQ ■) Preas Nn•· 2 l,38 14: o)' 2 2.15 

. . ··--·---------...:..::..::.:~--- l.61 
p) 'l'hrouab Sch.ol rq child ·•._. attend~2 · l,38 14• p) l l.07 

- ,_ 

q) Reput .. t1on 2 l. 38 14.. q) 2 2 .15 

r) Past Schoel Newalett·er• l 0.69 18= r) 

1.20 

lAl 

~) Letter box drop~ - l 0~69 1B= e) ~ - "•:rv 
n An 

Q.t. 40 
,ss Yl!lllow 

Page• l 
Paith l 

93 

1.07 0.40 

1.07 0.40 

0Terall 

Ranking 

l 

2 

3 
4 

5= 
8-

5= 
11= 

8• 

7 
ll.c: 

8= 

11= 
17 
14= 

16 
14= . 

19= 

18= 

18,c 

18= 



QUESTION 12 FINDING OUT ABOUT TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

"Word of Mouth" Sources 

Friends/Friends who had children attending 

Parents of children already attending 

Local Church/Minister 

Talking with non-Trinity Teachers 

Word of Mouth 

Reputation 
' Through School child. attending 

School Sources 

Printed Matter from the School 

The School 

Principal/Principal's Interview 

Talking to a Staff Member 

Members of the School Council 

Visiting the School 

Phone. call to the School 

Press News 

Followed School's Development 

Letter Box Drop 

Past School Newsletter 

132 

Most 
Percentage 

Imp.+ Other 

22.98 

14. 32 

11.69 

3.62 

2.01 

1.61 

1.20 

11.69 

8.46 

6,85 

4.03 

3.62 

3.62 

2.01 

1.61 

.80 

.40 

.40 

Rank 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 = 

5 = 

7 

8 

9 

10 = 

10 = 



Responses from Question 13 

"Before you enrolled your child did you feel that you 

had ·enough information about the School?" 

YES 123 96.1 % NO 5 
~ -~ 

If no what would you have liked to know more about? 
Number of times a topic was mentioned. 

The curriculum 

School philosophy 

6 

How Religious Education would be carried out 1 

H:ow the School Operated 

Everything before,not after,enrolling. 

How much adherence to rigid attitudes . 

Materials and equipment available 

1 

1 

1 

Specific details concerning subjects to be taught were 
inadequate e.g.,dancing, discos 1 

An objective narrative embracing t}Je general attitudes 
of the School would be most handy 1 

Whether academic achievements were recognised outside of 
the School. 

Proposed secondary school upper level and opportunity 
for years 11 and 12 continuation within Trinity School. 

1 
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QUESTION 14: WHAT ARE YOUR MAJOR HOPES FOR 
YOUR CHILD'S YEARS IN 

RANK ORDER 

1 

2 

PRIMARY SCHOOL? (i.e. Years K-6) 

Basic skills, 3 R's 

Awareness of Lord Jesus Christ in 
all aspects of life. Integration 
of faith, life, learning 

3 Good social adjustment, 
mutual caring 

., 

4 Develops good values 

5 Good study habits 

6 Self esteem 

6 Academic growth 

6 Enjoys the school experience 

9 Attains full potential 

9 Spiritual growth and commitment 

11 Ready for high school 

12 Caring environment 

13 Disciplined environment 

13 Broad, balanced education, 
academic, sporting, spiritual 

15 Emotional development 

15 Good parent/teacher relationships 

134 

267 RESPONSES 

RAW SCORE PERCENTAGE 

47 17.6% 

46 17.2% 

32 12.0% 

23 8.6% 

18 6.7% 

17 6.4% 

17 6.4% 

17 6.4% 

10 3. 7% 

10 3.7% 

9 3.4% 

7 2.6% 

5 1.9% 

5 1.9% 

2 0.7% 

2 o. 7% 



QuestioTI 14: ( 267 RespoTises) 

What are your major hopes for your child's years i.n 

Primary School? (i.e. Years K - 6) 

RaTik ReasoTI Raw 
Score 

Percentage 

3 

6 

6 

9 

1~ 

11 

13 

1, 
15 

1 

5 

6 

2 

4 

9 

15 

Pastoral • 38.85% ( 104) 

Good social adjustment, mutual 
caring 32 

Enjoys the school experience 17 

Self esteem encouraged 17 

Attains full potential 10 

CariTig environment 7 

Ready for high school 9 

Disciplined environment 5 

Broad, balanced education, academic, 
sporting, spiritual 5 

EmotioTial development 2 

Academic = 30.71% (82) 

Basic skills, 3 r's 

Good study habits 

Academic growth 

47 

18 

17 

Christianity = 30.33% 09) 

Awareness of Lord J esus Christ in 
all aspects of life. Tntegration 
of faith, life and learning 46 

Develops good values 

S·piri tual growth and commitment 

Cornmuni ty 

Good pareTit /teacher relationships 

Social Values 

Nil 

135 

25 

10 

2 

6.4 

6.4 

3.7 

2 .6 

j.4 

1 • 9 

17, 2 

8 .6 



QUESTION 15: WHAT ARE YOUR MAJOR CONCERNS (FEARS) 
ABOUT YOUR CHILD'S YEARS IN 

RANK ORDER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

12 

PRIMARY SCHOOL? 

No fears 

Learning anti-social habits from 
peers, no Christian friends 

Not learning 3 R's, reaching high 
school and finding that basics 
have not been taught 

Not maturing academically 

Potential not being developed 

Disliking school, becoming bored 
with school 

Not maturing socially 

Educational failure 

No Christian growth 

Not receiving Christian education 

Not relating to or being accepted 
by peers 

Being taught values different to home 

97 RESPONSES 

RAW SCORE PERCENTAGE 

22 

16 

12 

10 

9 

8 

6 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

22.7% 

16.5% 

12.3% 

10.3% 

9.3% 

8.2% 

6.2% 

3.1% 

3.1% 

3.1% 

3.1% 

2,0% 



Questio-n 15: (75 Responses) 

What are your major CoTJcerns (fears) about your child's 

years in primary school? 

Rank 

3 

4 

8 

2 

7 

8 

5 

6 

1 

8 

8 

Raw 
s'c'ore 

Academic = l5.8% (25)· 

Not learning 3 r's, reachiTig high 
school and finding that basics 
have not been taught 

Not maturiTig academically 

Educational failure 

Social Values = 25.8% 

Learning anti-social habits from 
peers, no Christian friends 

Not maturing socially 

Not relating to or being accepted 
by peers 

Pastoral = 17.5% 

12 

10 

3 

( 25) 

16 

6 

3 

(17) 

9 Potential not being developed 

DislikiTig school, becoming -bored 
·with school 8 

22 

ChristiaTiity = 8.2% (8) 

No fears 

Not receiving Christian education 

No Christian growth 

Being taught values different to 
home 

Community = nil 

3 

3 

2 

Percentage 

12.3 

10.3 

3. 1 

16.5 

6.2 

3. 1 

8.2 

23 .1 

3. 1 

3. 1 

* These results could be influenced by the fact that the 
child is already in a School where his or her needs 
are ·perceived by the parents as already being met. 
22 respondents.had llil.. fears. 
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QUESTION 16: WHAT DO YOU SEE AS SOME OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT GAINS YOUR CHILD COULD MAKE 
FROM SECONDARY SCHOOLING? 

289 RESPONSES 

RANK ORDER RAW SCORE PERCENTAGE 

1 

2 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Scholastic achievement (39) 
To gain tertiary status (14) 

Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ 

Responsibility for others 
Caring for others, accepting others 
Social responsibility 

. ' 
Prepared adequately for the workforce 

Good social adjustment, good 
communication with others 

Prepared adequately to take place 
in society, community 

Christian education, clear values 

Formation. of disciplined study 
habits 

Self esteem, confidence 

Developing potential, discovering 
talents, self-understanding 

Christian character development 

Teachers/Principal being good 
role models 

Well rounded education 

Enjoying school 

Good peer influences 

138 

53 

32 

32 

31 

26 

25 

18 

17 

14 

10 

9 

7 

6 

5 

4 

18.3% 

11.0% 

11.0% 

10. 7% 

9.0% 

8.6% 

6.2% 

6.0% 

4.8% 

3.5% 

3.1% 

2.4% 

2.0% 

1.7% 

1.4% 



Question 16: (289 Responses) 

What do you see as some of the most important gains your 

child could make from secondary schooling? 

Rank 

1 

8 

2 

5 

15 

2 

7 

11 

4 

6 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

Raw Percentag e 
Score 

Academic = 24.2% (70) 

Scholastic achievement (39) 
53 18.3 

To gain tertiary status (14) 

Formation of disciplined study habits 17 

Social Values = 21.4% (62) 

Responsibility for others 
Caring for others, accepting others 
Social responsibility 

Good social adjustment, good 
communication with others 

Good peer influences 4 

Christianity = £0.4% (59) 

Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ 

Christian education, clear values 

Christian character development 

Community = 19.4% 

9 

( 56) 

Prepared adequately for the workforce 31 

Prepared adequately to take place in 
society, community 25 

Pastoral = 14.5% 

Self esteem, confiden ce 

Developing potential, discovering 
talents, self-understanding 

Teachers/Principal being good role 
models 

Well rounded education 

Enjoying school 

139 

(42) 

14 

10 

7 

6 

5 

6.0 

11.0 

9.0 

1.4 

11.0 

6.2 

3. 1 

10.7 

8.6 

4.8 

2.4 

2.0 

1.7 



QUESTION 17: WHAT IN YOUR OPINION MAKES 
FOR A GOOD SCHOOL? 

RANK ORDER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

8 

10 

10 

12 

Teachers 
dedicated to their work, integrity 

empathy 
dedicated to Lord Jesus Christ 
traditional in approach 
skilled 
good role models 
positive confident leadership 
high teaching mot~vation 

Caring, understanding, respecting 
the individual teachers/students, 
students/students, Christian 
supportive environment 

Discipline 
under Christian principles 
leading to self discipline 
clear guidelines set out, 
consistency 

(48) 
(18) 
(13) 
(10) 

(5) 
(5) 
(3) 

Christian biblical world view in all 
teaching and in the life of the school 

Parent involvement in the life of 
the school 

Family atmosphere 

3 R's 

Parent/teacher relationship 

High academic standards 

Comprehensive, well balanced 
curriculum 

Upholding Christian values 

Home, school values the same 

Principal, giving firm direction, 
emphasising staff development, 
supportive of staff, has good 
relationship with parents and 
teachers 

140 

(33) 

(10) 

6 51 RESPONSES 

RAW SCORE PERCENTAGE 

102 

85 13.0 

76 11 • 7 

49 

43 6.6 

36 

29 

27 

27 

19 

19 

15 



QUESTION 17: continued 

RANK ORDER RAW SCORE PERCENTAGE 

13 

13 

13 

16 

17 

17 

19 

20 

21 

21 

23 

24 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

31 

32 

Self esteem 

Potential recognised and encouraged, 
spiritual, intellectual, physical, 
emotional 

Student input into life of school 

Character development 

Good environment, pleasant, comfortable, 
bright, roomy, happy 

High moral standards 

Good reputation 

Small class numbers 

Homework 

Good peer group 

Community outreach 

Good teacher/student relationship 

Sport 

Uniform 

Regular assessment 

Continuity of staff 

Not open planned 

Pride in school 

Sound study habits encouraged 

Traditional social values 

141 

13 2.0, 

13 

13 

10 

9 

9 

8 

7 

6 1.0% 

6 1.0% 

5 0.8% 

4 0.7% 

3 0.5% 

3 0.5% 

3 0.5% 

3 0.5% 

3 o.s, 

3 o.s, 

2 0.3% 

1 0.2, 



QUESTION 18: WHAT IN YOUR OPINION MAKES FOR 
A POOR SCHOOL? 

RANK ORDER 

1 Teachers 

Non-caring teachers 
Not dedicated to their work 
Militant teachers 
Non-caring environment 
Poor morale, in-fighting 
Unskilled 
Poor role models 

2 Lack of discipline 

3 

4 

5 

6 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

11 

13 

14 

Wideranging curriculum of doubtful 
value, objectives unclear, leaving 
too much unexplained 

No parent involvement 

Poor leadership by Principal, 
unapproachable, weak, lack of 
positive leadership 

Anything goes, language, d!ess, child 
does own thing, self-discipline not 
encouraged 

3 R's not taught 

Christian/Moral education not taught 

Conflicting world values, values 
uncertain, values negative 

Home/school values not the same, 
Teachers not sympathetic to 
Christianity 

Parent/Teacher relationships poor 

No pride in school 

Lack of respect, tolerance for others 

Trendy teaching - too much freedom 
and expression 

142 

444 RESPONSES 

RAW SCORE PERCENTAGE 

58 13.os 
30 6. ?k 
10 2.2% 

8 1.8% 
7 1.6% 
4 0.9% 
4 0.9 

121 27 ·2% 

71 l6 .0% 

26 

23 

22 

18 

18 

17 

13 

11 

10 

10 

9 

8 



QUESTION 18: continued 

RANK ORDER 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

20 

21 

22 

23 

23 

23 

26 

27 

27 

27 

Open plan architecture 

Large classes 

Poor work habits 

Teachers enforcing moral/political 
views on children 

,, 
Lack of self esteem 

Low education standards 

High turnover of teachers 

Lack of a stable, secure learning 
environment 

Underachievers ignored 

Lack of exams 

Lowest ability group determines 
pace of whole class 

Inadequate facilities 

Peer group problems not solved 

Discipline too strict 

Combative Teacher/Student relationship 

143 

RAW SCORE PERCENTAGE 

7 1.6% 

7 1.6% 

7 1.6% 

7 1.6% 

7 1.6% 

6 1.3% 

5 1.1% 

4 0.9% 

3 0.7% 

3 0.7% 

3 0.7% 

2 0.4% 

2 0.4% 

2 0.4% 

2 0.4% 



QUESTION 19: WHAT WAS THE LAST SCHOOL YOU ATTENDED? 

MOTHER FATHER GUARDIAN/RELATIVE 

Government 104 (81. 9%) 90 (74.3%) 0 (0%) 

Roman Catholic 3 (2.4%) 10 {8.3%) 0 (0%) 

Independent 20 (15. 7%) 21 (17.3%) 0 (0%) 

127 121 0 

WHO COMPLETED THIS QUESTIONNAIRE? 

MOTHER 

48 (37. 5%) 

BOTH 

TOTAL 

144 

FATHER 

26 (20.3%) 

54 (42.2%) 

128 

GUARDIAN/RELATIVE 

0 {0%) 



L~st School attended .... . 

~ Government school ~ 
% % 

This survey for parents is to ar;slst the SchoolCouncil::ind thP. rc:.'}::i n :h,:r 
to know how parents feel the School is currently ~~hi~ving ,=;ome of Lh8 
Biblical values which it seeks to impart to students. 

SURVEY. ON BIBLICAL VALUES Summary of all returns 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successful. 

Table Polarising Percentages 

/104 (24 return~ 
no previous school) 

/128 

+ Church school (ill_ + Independend Non-Church School [ 1 ] Trinity Christian School 

% % % % 
I I Biblical Values strongiy 

I . I . strongly agree neith~r agreedisagree s~rongly agree neith~r-~greed1 6 ~gre~~trnn~ agree nor disagree disagree agree nor disagree dl~_:i~r 
~ - - .... 

15. 4 33.6 50. 9 
Declaration of the Christian faith 

98. - 4 0.8 o. 8 
15. 4 32.6 51. 8 Acceptance of the kingship of God 

99. 2 0.8 -
47. 1 26.0 26. 9 Having value for human character 

97. 7 2.3 -L_ - · ------· 
, 

Achieving fullness of ability _--1..-_\G____ 36. 6 21.1 42. 3 97. 7 0 A 

.7 33.6 7 
Responsibility of the individual for 

1. l6 32 . 33. hon~§b.h.9D.Q...;=¥
0
le li vil'!.g 97. 7 0 8 

A f'~llowship o give students the oppor t uni t y __ oL 12. s 30.8 56. 8 to be exposed £0 everyday Christianity 96. 1 3.1 

12. 5 29.8 57. 7 
The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 

96. 0 3 . 9 -L __ --... 
45. 2 26.9 27. 9 

Regard for outstanding work 
98 5 l i; -

34. 6 28.8 36. 5 Dedication of Teachers to thd.r work 
99. 2 - o. 8 

44 2 32.7 23. 1 School being involved in the community 
94. 5 5.5 -
97. 5 (Ave) 
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L~st School attended 

Government school EJ 
~ "O % ~ % ~ 

'l'hii=- Gurvey for parents is to a,=;slst the !;choolCounc:Ll::ind th~ 1-er;~;, r-r:h~r 
to lrnO\Y how parents feel the School is cllrrent.J.y ;1c:hieving r;om8 of th8 
Biblicnl values which it seeks to impart to students, 

SURVEJ~ ON BIBLICAL VALUES 
Summary of all. returns 

How successful have the schools your child has attend~d been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum ~nd 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extRnl 
to ·which you agree the school has been successful. 

Percenta_g_e Table /120 
/104 (24 returns no 

previous school) 

+ Church schoot~ + Independent Non-Church School [/J Trinity Christian School 

% - % - % % % % % .. 
strongly 

I I Biblical Values' r I agree neith~r agreedisagree strongly strongiy agree nelth~r ~greed16~',re~~tron~l) agree nor disagrea disagree agree nor dis;igree · __ di.~_~irri; 

8.7 6.7 33.6 26.9 24.0 Declaration of thw Christian faith ' 7~~4 25.0 0.8 0.8 

7.7 7.7 32.6 23.0 28.8 Acceptance of the kingship of God 75.0 24_.2 0.8 .-
11.5 35.6 26.0 17.3 9.6 Having value for human character 80.5 17.2 2.3 -----.... 

10.6 26.0 21.1 28.8 13.5 Achieving fullness of ability 59.4 38.3 0.8 1.6 

11.6 Responsibility of the individual for 
.. 

13.5 19.2 33.6 22.1 80.5 l.7.2 0.8 1.6 
hnn~2b.h.onorable living · 

A ft!llowshi.p to give students the opportunity -
5.8 6.7 30.8 18.3 38.5 to be exposed £0 ~veryday Christiauity 69.5 26.6 3.1 0.8 

--· 
8.7 3.8 29.8 20.2 37.5 The dedication of Teachers to Christianity 75.0 21.0 3.9 - L-·.··- ·- -
7.7 37.5 26.9 15.4 12.5 Regard fnr outstanding work 61.0 37.5 1.6 -

10.6 24.0 28.8 21.1 15.4 Dedication of Teachers to thr:-lr work 84.4 14.f: - 0 . 8 - -
.12. 5 31. 7 32 •. 7 17.3 5.8 School being involved in the community 61. 7 32 .f 5.5 - ~-



~ 
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'l'hiB survey for pnrents is to ,\r;slst the ,cjchoolCounc.iJ..inrJ the re:.e:irr:h~r 
to lrnow how pc1.rentF; feel the School is currently ::id1ieving r;om~ of l.h~ 
Biblical values ~hich it seeks to impart to student~ 

SURVEY. ON BIIlLICAL VALUES Summary of all returns 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum ~nd 
school life? Please tick the approprinte box to show the ext:~nL 
to which you agree the school has been successful. 

Raw Score Table 

Lc\st· School attended /104 
/128 

Government school [IJ + Church school[!} + Independent Non-Church School [ ✓] Trinity Christian ~chool 

' 1 t · Bibl . 1 V 1 - · 1 1 · gtrongly agree neith~r agreedisagree s rongly l.Ca a ues strongly agree neithf?r .. ;:igreedli:;:.ip;re,i;trnnp;l) 
gree nor disagree disngree agree nor di.m,,v,ree ' · di.. ------~----+-------1---- ------t-------------------------l ----1----:i.-____ ,_ ·---- -. ":\r,rr• 

9 7 35 28 25 Declaration of the Christian faith 94 32 1 1 . 

8 8 34 24 30 Acceptance of the kingship of God 96 31 l -

12 37 27 18 10 Having value for human character 103 22 3 -
----·· · . 1--- ----

11 27 22 30 14 Achieving fullness of ability 76 49 1 2 

14 20 35 23 12 Rei:;ponsibili ty ~f t~e. individual for 103 22 1 2 ---- · 
-----1---~ ----------1-------ch'~ nn1'¥,P_§.b.h.o..D.Q..w.,.le ll...!!P.,g . •• ' 

A f~llowship to give students the opporluniEy 
6 7 32 19 40 to be exposed to everyday Christianity 89 34 4 1 

9 4 31 21 39 The dedication. of Teachers tq Chz:-istiani ty 96 27 5 -_-- l.. ___ .. 
· 

8 39 28 16 13 
Regard fnr outstanding work 78 4

f;l 
2 

_ 

11 25 30 22 16 Dedicati.on of 'l'e:i.chcrs to thd.r worlt 108 19 _ 1 
_ :.:..:_ __ .J__ __ :__j _____ _J. ___ _J_ ___ ~------------------------+----+---+------1~------

l3 33 34 18 6 School being involved in the community 79 42 7 _ 
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+"" co 

This survey for parents is to aRsist the SchoolCounciland Lhn rc~n~r~l10r 
to know how parents feel the School is currently R~hieving Rom~ of lh~ 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to students, 

SURVEY. ON BIBLICAL VALUES Summary_ of all returns 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curric~lum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successful. 

Raw Score Table 

Llls_t School at tended /104 
/128 

Government school [?J + Church school G + Independent Non-Church school [I] Trinity Christian School 

I I Biblical Values· I .I -
strongly agree neith~r agreedisagree strongly strongiy agree neith,~ ~greed1~~~re,~trnn~l: agree nor disagree disagree agree nor d1s~gree ____ -' _ · d1.~:1p;r,., 

9 7 35 28 25 Declaration of the Christian faith 9.4 32 1 1 
; 

8 8 34 24 30 Acceptance of the kingship of God 96 31 1 -

12 37 27 18 10 Having value for human character 103 22 3 -
-· ------··· 

11 27 22 30 14 Achieving fullness of ability 76 · 49 1 2 

Responsibility of the individual for ---·· 
14 20 35 23 12 

hnne§LhQJ1Q.rgble · living 
103 22 1 2 

A f~llowship to give students the opportun.1. ty --

6 7 32 19 40 to be exposed {o everyday Christianity 89 34 4 l 
-

9 4 31 21 39 The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 
96 27 5 - I__ --- .. 

8 39 28 16 13 Regard fnr outstanding work 78 48 2 -
11 25 30 22 16 Dedication of Teachers to thr:-ir work 108 19 - 1 

-
13 33 34 18 6 School being involved in the community 79 42 7 ... 

--
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· This survey for parE:nts is to assist the SchoolCounciland tile rc::;carcher 
tolcnow how parentG fe:el tho School is currently achieving some of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impart to students, 

§UHVEY. ON BIBLICAL V.t\LU.ES 
From 90 returns where the previous school 
was a Government School 

How successful have the schools your child ha~ attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their.curriculum and 
sc.hool life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successful. 

POLARISING PERCENTAGE TABLE 
Lcls~ School attended · 

Government schoo10 Church school LJ Trinity Christiah School 

trongly 
gree agrea neith~r ae;re~disagre~ :>tron_c-ly 

1 

• Biblical Values·· . strongiy agree [nailh~r aerc~d1s .. -g-;:~ str 
nor disagree I. i disagree . agree nor disagree - ti 1.

6 

-3 :-T3 ··- 37 .8 I 58 • 19 _!Jeclara tion of the Christian faith 9$. 9 1 ."1 t 
3. 3 "56.7 60.(i j Acceptance of the kingship of God 98. 9 1.1 I 

___ ,e_~_ d · 30 •0 51 • 1 · (Having value f. or human character 97. 7 2 .~ 1· 

27. 7 ~3 .3 48. 8 j Achieving fullness of ability · 98. 9 1 .1 
23. 3 · 37 .8 38. 8 / · Hesponsibility of t~e. individual for 

100 0 
· I 

. l ~!2b.h.q_n9.rable lJ.vi.ng . - . • 1 
. . I A f~llowship to give students the opportunJ.ty _J 

3 • l 3 I 31 • 1 65 • 11 
• I to be exposed to everyday Christialli ty 97. 7 2. ~ 

Th O dedication_ or_ Teach er s to Christianity 97 • 8 2 • < 1=1 
31 • 11 . I Regard for .outstanding work I 

100
• 

0 1 
j 

1. I 1 I 32 .2 66. 16 

41. 11 I 27 .a 
42. '2 Dectica tion of •reachers to th0ir work I 1 oo ·/ o j j I 

_ 39 ·j_: __ J_ 34 • 4 I 25 • I 6 Schoo 1 b cing involved in the community ly 
5 

• 
5 

/ 
4

• 
5 

I j 
26.19 I 31.1 
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'l'hiR survey for parents is to ar:;sJ.st the ~;chooJCounciJand Uw rc;;c::ir·r;hcr 
to know how p.qrents feel the School :i.s currently ;:ichievinr, i,ome of th~ 
Biblical va.lues which it seeks to impar~ to :;tuden ts. 

SURVEX. ON BIDLICAL_ YALUE_S From 90 returns where previous school 
was a Government school 

How ~uccessful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
schbol life? Piease tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree thP school has been successful. 

/90 
Percenta~e Table 

L~st School attended 

Government school [ZJ Church school 0 Trinity Christian 5chool 

_i_ 

. rongly 
.• reP. 

4.4 
·-·-- - -- -

5.5 
--

4.4 

!j;_ 

agree 

3.3 
-
3.3 -

34.4 
---
22.2 
-
18.9 
--

3.3 

-
Ll 

% % % 

lnei th~r agree disagree s~rongly 
,nor disagree I J dl.s~gree 

37.8 31.1 27.8 
,. 

36.7 26.7 33.3 

Biblical Values· 

Declaration of the Christian faith 

% % % % % 

strongiylagreefnQi_ thfr ~Breedis~gre~~tro~~lY 
agree nor d1.sRgree1 ldi~~ir~q 

75.6 23.3 1.1 

30.0 20.0 11.l 

23.3 33.3 15.5 
-

Acceptance of the kingship of God 75.6 23.3 1.1 
1 

1 : Havin-g value for human character 82.2 15.5 2.2 \ \=· 
Achieving fullness of ability 60.0 38.9 1.1 

_
1 

I I _________ _ 

Responsibility of t?e. individual for 
83 3 

l6 7 37.8 25.5 13.3 

31.l 21.l 44.4 

I I hon~§.i...h.~le living . · · 
A f'4!llowship to give students the opportunity 
to be exposed to everyday Christiaui ty I 71 -1 126 • 7 2.2 

1 
+--2.2 , -· -- I 

r , - - - ----r-- , - -- - -, 

- - -- -

32.2 I 23.3 I 43. 3 I The de die a tion of 'l'eachers to Christianity•·-
75.6 122.2 

27.8 I 16. 7 I 14 .4 I Regard - for outstand:lngwork 57.8 42.2 

thr1r work 

6. -7 ~4.4 

3.3 23.3 
-

31.l I . 24.4 I 11 .s I Dedication of Teachers to 84.4 15.6 
School being involved in the community 

• --·- I -~-~ 1 - ~-•n I ~·-~ I - _ . I ~~-~ I ~--~ I , _ _ , _ __ _ 
8.8 I 31.l 34.4 I 10.9 I 6.7 I I 61.1 I 34.4 4 ,5 

. l 
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Last School attended 

Government school [ZJ 

Tld.R survey f or pclrentG is to ni:;stst the :jchoolCounc1l.::tnrl Lhn 1·cr.n::ir·r:h0r 
to lrnow how pc1.rentt, feel the School is current.l . .Y l'\Chiev1ne; rrnmA o f thP. 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to stutlen ts. 

SURVEY ON BIBLICAL VALUES 
From 90 returns where previous school 
was a Government school 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum ~nd 
school life? Pleas~ tick the appropriate box to show the extAnl 
to which you agree the school has ~een succeRsful. 

/90 Raw Score Table 

Church school 0 Trinity Chrislian School 

, .. • I Biblical Values ' I J · lrongly agree neith~r agreedisagree s~rongly strongly agree nalthfr ~greedls~gre~~trnnRlY r. ree nor disagree dis«gree agree nor d1.s;i gree · d ir,;1 p;r,-q 
.. - ... -. - . . 

3 34 28 25 Declaration of the Christian faith 68 21 l 

3 33 24 30 Acceptance of the kingship of God 68 21 1 

4 31 27 18 10 Having value for human character 74 14 2 ------· t--· 5 20 21 30 14 Achieving fullness of ability 54 35 1 - ----
4 17 34 23 12 

. Responsibility of the individual for 
75 15 ·C hone_§bhon.Q..J;J!Q_le living _ 

3 28 19 40 
A f!!llowship to give students the opportunity 

64 24 2 to be exposed to everyday Christiauity 
- --

1 29 21 39 
The dedication of ~eachers to Ch~istianity 

68 20 2 I__-·-···-· 
6 31 25 15 13 

Regard for outstanding work 
52 38 

3 21 28 22 16 Dedication of Teachers to thr:-j_r work 
76 14 - -·---

8 28 31 17 6 
School being involved in the community 

55 31 4 
·•· 



\J1 
N 

Last School attended 

Government school Q 

· 'l'liis ourvey for parcnti:; is to a,=;slst tho SchoolCountilnnd Lhc rc::.e:archer 
to know !1ow parcntn fe:cl lho School ls currently achievlng Gome of the 
Bibli cn l values wi1ich it seeks to impart to students~ 

SURVEY ON BIBLICAL VALUES From 13 returns where previous School was 
a Church School 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their,curriculum and 
sc~ool life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the sch6ol has been successful. 

Polarising Percentage Table 

Church school [Zl Trinity Christian School 

~l .ongly 
a gree I agreo .lne ilhyr .icri:!~ d isagrcP. ~Lro,~ly! Blblical Values' strongiy agroe neith~r agrcedlsagre .:s 

L nor <l1.G.1e; r €:<) l- _ · <hcngr-~J agree nor d1.sagree1 . 1 ti 

--c:==1==o=o10 1- '------r------~---=-i lJeclarc.tion of the Christi.an faith l 100 . 0 ~ 

i I; Acceptance of the ltin~ship of God I 100. I O I I •-
' I 

j--:4aving value for human character 92., 3 
1 I I I I 

I Achieving fullness of ability · 92. 5 
1 1 

: Responsibility of the individual for 
92 3 7 7 

· j-
1 , 1 ~§:L.b.q_pp_ra,ble _lj.ving . . . • • j 

I A r~llowsln.p t? giv.e stud.ents the oppor t unJ.ty . _j' 
/ t o · be exposed to everyday Christia11i ty 92 • 5 7 • 7 · . 

- --1 1 I · I 
The dedicatiori of Teachers to Christianity I I 

1 
, , • 1 00 • 0 I _..;. 

1 
7 · I 7 He·gar<l for outstanding work 100. o r-1 

1 
Dedication of •reachers to th0ir work 100. 0 ) 

7 . l 7 ·1 Schoel bein~ involved in the community --i--100. O j 
I i I _ _l_ · . -~ I 

10010 

·100 0 
~ - ··· 

g~ 2 7.7 

g ~ 
-

?.? 

7 b g 
-

~3 . 0 

02f2 I ·7.7 69C1 
<34 5 . 

23 .0 

77 . t O · 

1 5-4 

____ ..)____ .\ 
15 -4 

- ----~-

7.7 

1. 
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Last School attended 

Government school 0 
~i % % 

'l'hii=; survey for p<1rents is to nrrnlst the Schoo]c;ounci.1.::ind lhf) rc:.<':irr:h<>r 
Lo lrnow how pclrent,-, feel the School :i.s cllrrently ::ichinv.i.n~ r;om" r)f th~ 
Hihlicnl v3.lues which 1 t seeks to impar~ to students. 

SURVEY. ON BIBLICAL_ VALUES 
From thirteen returns where .E_revious 
school was a Church School 

% 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extAnt 
to which you agree the school has been succer.sfuJ, 

E_E:rce_ntage Table 

Church school 0, /13 Trinity Christian 5chool 

-
% % % % % % -' I , Biblical Values - _ I I • ,lrongly agree n'3ith~r -'Rreedisagree s~rongly strongiy agree neith,r ~sr~edls~gre~~trnn~t: '•f,l"('8 nor disagree disagree agree nor disagree · _ dlR~~r~• - .. 

69.2 30.8 Declaration· of the Christian faith 
76.9 23.0 

61.5 38.5 Acceptance of the kingship of God 
100.0 

61.5 38.5 Having value for human character 84.6 7.7 7. 7 ----,--· --·----- - ---
46.1 46.l 7.7 Achieving fullness of ability 

76.9 15.4 7.7 --·----
Responsibility of the individual for 76.9 15.4 7.7 hnnP.§bhQJJ...Q.rable living · . _ 76.9 15.4 7.7 
A f"ellowship to give students the opportunity _L 46 . 1 30.B 23.0 to be exposed £0 everyday Christianity 69.2 23.0 7.7 

·-
69.2 23.0 7.7 The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 

84.6 15.4 L_ --- .. -
15.4 53 .8 23.0 7.7 Regard fnr outstanding work 

69 . 2 30.8 

61.5 23.0 15.4 D~dication of Teachers to thr:-:i.r work 
76.9 23 0 ,....,_ __ . 

38.5 38.5 15.4 7.7 School being involved in the community 
61.5 38.5 -
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Lc1.st School attended 

Government s chool 0 

'l'hir=; survey for p~rents is to ar:;slst the !ichoolCounc:i.l;rnd lhP. rc:.11:i r<:h'!r 
to know how pc1.rentr-; feel t.he ~chool is currently ::ichievinf, Rom~ of I.ht? 
Biblical values which it se~ks to impart to students. 

SURVEY. ON BIBLICAL VALUES 
From thirteen returns where previous 
School was a Church School 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum ~nd 
school life? Please tick the ~ppropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been succe s sful. 

Raw Score Table 

Church school [?J /13 Tr i ni ty Chris t ian ~chool 

I Biblical Values - I I . 
t r ungly agr ee neith~r agreedisagree s~rongly strongiy agree nelth~r ~greedls~gre~~tron~l~ ;;ree nor disagree diSngree agree nor disagree · .'!!:~!' .~_r_r,i 

9 4 Declaration of the Christian faith 10 3 

8 5 Acceptance of the kingship of God 13 
·- c_ __ 8 5 Having value for human character 11 1 1 

··--- - - - -

6 6 1 Achieving fullness of ability 10 2 1 . 
Responsibility .of the individual for 

lO 2 1 hnn P._§.b.h.on_o_ti!!?...le living · .. 10 2 1 
A f~llowship to give students the oppor l uni t y -

6 4 3 to be exposed fo everyday Christiahity 9 3 1 
·- - ---

9 3 1 
The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 

11 2 
----- _ .... ... - .. ... 
2 5 3 1 Regard fnr outstanding work 

9 4 

DecticatJ.on of 'l'e;i_chers to th 0:i. r work 
1() 1 8 3 2 - ------

5 3 2 1 
school being involved in the community 

8 5 
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L~st School attended 

Governme;1 t school 0 

Thii:. survey for parents is to nF;slst the f,choolCounci.lnnrl LhP. rc~~'1::it·r::ho.r 
lo know how pc1.rents feel the .School is currently :tchievins r;om8 of Lh8 
Biblical values which it seeks to impart to students, 

SURVEY. ON BIBLICAL VALUE~ 
From one only return where previous 
school was a _£rivate non-Church School 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extAnt 
to which you agree the school has been succeRsful. 

Percentage Table 

Church school 0 Trinity Chrislian ~chool 

- -• I Biblical Values· r-trongly agree neith~r agreedtsagree s~ongly cir,ree nor disagree disagree strongiy agree agree 
I I . 

neithfr ~greedls~gre~~tron~l 
nor d1s~gree _ di~_;ifrf! 

y 
~ 

Declaration of the Christian faith 
100 100 

100 Acceptance of the kingship of God 100 

100 Having value for human character 100 =r---• •----· - T< 

100 Achieving fullness of ability 100 
- Responsibility of the individual for . ' 1---~ 

100 h nn i:§1....h.on..orable living 100 
A f@llowship to give students . the opportunity 

100 to be exposed to everyday Christia1ii ty 100 
-- ----L 

100 The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 
100 

L--· -•- ·•· ·· 
100 Regard fnr outstanding work 

100 

100 DedicaU.on of ·refl_Chers to th0ir work 
1 nn ··--- ·--

100 School being involved in the community 100 
-
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L.ist School attended 

Government s chool 0 

'l'hiR survey for parents is to "Rslst the SchoolCouncilanrJ Lhe re:.l'.!:1 rr:h~r 
to lrnow ho w parents feel the School is currenl:l.Y ::i.chievlng r, o m8 of Lh8 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to student~ 

SURVEY. ON BIBLICAL VALUES 
From one only return where previous 
School was a _p_r_ivate non-Church S.chool 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum 8nd 
school life? Please tick thP. appropriate box to show the ex t P.nt 
to which you agree the school has been s uccessful. 

Raw Score Table 
/1 

Church s chool 0 Trinity Christian 5chool 

' I Blblical Values ' I f · · :t r ongly Rgree ne i th1r agreedisagree s~rongly strongiy agree neith,r agreedlsagret~lrnn~ly 'f;ni e nor disagree ditagree agree nor disagree di~agr~e 

l Declaration of the Christian faith 
l 

1 Acceptance of the kingship of God 1 

1 Having value for human character 1 

F 
--··-·- -

1 Achieving fullness of ability 1 - - Responsibility of the individual for 
1 hnnPJil .. , hon.Qr\ble living 1 

A f~llowship o give students the oppor uni t y ___ L 1 to be exposed to everyday Christiat1i ty 1 
·-

1 
The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 

1 I__ -· - ... -· 
1 Regard fnr outstanding work 

l 

Dedication of Teachers to thr:-ir work 
l 1 - --

l 
School being involved in the community 

1 -· 
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Lnst School attended 

Government school 0 

· 'l'his survey for parE:nt.c is to a 6 slst tho ,SchoolCouncil::i.nd the rc.se;nrr:he1· 
t.o know how parentG fe:el tho School is currently achie,,ing some of lhe 
Biblical values which it seeks to impc1;:t to students, 

SUHVEY. ON BIBLICAL VALUZ_S From 24 Schools where no :previQUJi 
School was attended 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their ,curriculum and 
sc~ool life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successful. 

PolarisiTig PerceTitage Table 

Church school 0 Trin.i t_y Christi.:in Schoo] 

' I Biblical Values 
. r I t,ongly agreo neith~r ngrP.edisagree »~r011gly I strongiy a.groe nollh~r ae;rcedlsagre, gree nor disagreo · d1engree a gree nor d1.sag1·ee 

/ ·-Declarc,tion of the Christian faith 95. 8 ... 4 .:c 

I / l Acceptance of the kingship of God 100.0 

/ !Having value. for human charac ler 100.0 I ----· 
/ I Achieving fullness of ability 95. 8 4.L 

I 

/. ' Hesponsibility of the individual for 91. 6 8.4 I I hon r->J~bhcm,9rable living . i 
' 

/ I A fellowship to give students the oppor t unJ. t y 
91. 6 4.~ 4.2 I I to be exposed to everyday Christia11ity 

V The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 87. 5 12.5 ~, / 
/ . Regard for outstanding work 9 1. 7 8.3 

I 
' / 

I 

I Dedication of Teachers to th0ir work ~} 5 • e 4. ~ I / , I I i , 

L_l ____ l_ 
I 

· 1 
., , a • , ~ • l ···~ 5 12 . 5 I 

I Schoo.1. oe1.ng- 1.nvo ... VeG 1.n tie com:nirni t.y I Cl ' I I 
! i I I _,__ 
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'l'hiR survey for pRrents is to rtfislst the ,'.ichoolCounc :i.J:rnd \.hi") i-er:f"!:i rr:h~r 
lo lrnow how pc1.rents feel the School is currently ::ichlov.i.nr, rrnm~ of l.h~ 
Biblicnl values which it seeks to impart to students# 

SURV_EY. ON BIBI,_I_CAL VALUES From twenty-four returns where no 
:e_revious school was attended 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extAnL 
to which you agree the school has been succeAsfuJ. 

Raw Score Table /24 
L~st School attended 

Government school 0 Church school 0 Trinity Christian School 

t J :~ Biblical Values - strongiy 
I I • c;trongly agree neith~r agreedisagree 0 ~rong agree neith~r Rgreedis~gre~~tron~ ;:ie;ree nor disagree dis~ ee agree nor dis;:1gree di~~&r 

/ 
- ·- ... - . ..,.-

Declaration of the Christian faith 15 8 1 

/ Acceptance of the kingship of God 14 10 

/ Having value for human character 17 7 r== -----
/ Achieving fullness of ability 11 12 1 

/ 
- Responsibility of the individual for _ _:_t= hon e_§.b.h.on.QI\ble living 17 5 

/ A f~llowship o give students the oppor t uni t y 
to be exposed io everyday Christianity 15 7 1 

/ 

/ The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 16 5 3 I__ ... - .... 
V Regard fnr outstanding work 

16 6 2 / 

/ Dedication of Teachers to thd.r work 21 2 1 - ----·- -
/ School being involved in the community 

15 6 3 
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'I'hii:; survey for parents is to asslst the SchooJCouncilcrnd the r cr;earcher 
to know how parents feel the School is currently achieving some of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to student~ 

$URVEY ON BIDLICAL VALUES From twenty-four returns where no 
previous school was attended 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Diblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate b6x to show the extent 
to which you agree the school ha~ been successfuL 

Percenta.9.e Table /24 
l,;1 s L Schoo 1 a t tended ' 

Government school 0 Church school 0 Trinity Christian School 

- V ·o 'fi 'Ii 
I . I I ;?e! Biblical Values . I I . . c lro11r, ly ogree nei thl!!r ::icreedlsagree s~ron~ ' Gtrongiy agree nolthfr ~treedlsagre~~tron ;, f, I' I? E! nor.disagree disa ee agree nor disagree diFi~f 

/ ' 
Declaration of the Christian faith / 62.5 33.3 4.2 / 

% 

/ Acceptance of the kingship of God 58. 3 41. 7 

/ Having value for human characler 
70.8 29.2 -· -----·· 

/ Achieving fullness or ability 45.8 50.0 4 ? 

/_ HesponsibilitY. of the individual for 
70 8 20.8 8.4 h~_sb hono_~e living · 

v / f\. f.ellowship to give stud en ts the oppor t uni t y 
29.2 t b . d Cl · t · · 62 5 4.2 4.2 o e exposed to every ay 1ris ianity • 

/ 

/ The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 
66.7 20.8 12.S 

/ Regard for outstanding work 66.7 25.0 8.3 / 

/ Dedication of Teachers to th0ir work 87.S 8.3 4.2 

,/ School being involved in the community 62.5 25.0 12.5 
. 
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This survey for parents is to assist the SchoolCounciland the reGenrcher 
to know how parehtG feel thf1 .School in current).y flchieving some of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to students# 

SURVE~_-ON BIBLICAL VALUES SUMMARY OF ALL RETURNS 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

/62 returns Polarisin~centage Table 

LnGt School at tended ~ 

Government school t;J 
(18 no previous-school) 

Church school~ 

/so returns 

O'Connor Christian School 

% ~ 
% % !le -

, I I Biblical Valuea - r I . 
t.rongly agree noith~r aereedisagree s~-ronp;ly Gtrongiy agroe nolth,r ncreedlsagrc~~tron~ 
~ree nor disagree -~ d1.1rngree agree nor dis~grec diP.~gr 

--·-

% 

19.3 22.6 SE .0 Declaration of the Christian faith lOC .o 

15.0 22.6 SE .o Acceptance of the kingship of God lOC .0 

58.0 24.2 17 .7 Having respect/value for persons/human character. 98 .7 . 1.2 

------·· 
56.4 14.5 2c .0 Achieving fullness of ability 87 .4 11.2 1.2 

Regard for outstanding work 
. 

64.5 21.0 14 .4 a::: .7 13. 7 2.5 
A. f~llowship to give students the opportunity 

95 
7';, to be exposed fo everyday ChriGtionity .o 5.0 

16.·Q 11.3 .6 - The dedication of Teachers to Ch~i?tianity 
16.1 19.3 6LI .5 9E .2 3.7 

l S Dedication of Tenchers to thr.:-:i.r .work 
53.2 27.4 .3 9 .4 2.5 

38 7 32.2 2 c .0 
HeGponsibilitY. of the individual for 
.. honc:rt.s hoitQ.Q~ li vill~--

9, .9 5.0 

School being involved in the community 
7 b • 5 21.2 6.2 66 1 21.0 l A . 
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'l'his survey for -p~rents in to asslGt the SchoolCounciland the rcGi:?ar-cher 
to know how parehtG feel the School j_ 13 currently .:lChieving some of the 
Biblical values which it s~eks to impnr~ to students. 

SURVEY. ON BIDLICAL_ \/'ALQES 
SOMMARY OF ALL RETURNS 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in ·providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

162 returns Percenta~e Ta};)le 

Lnst. School attended : (18 no pr€vious.school) /sci returns 

Government school "EJ Church school 0 o' Connor Christian School 

'% % i % % % 
- - -% % % % 

• I I Biblical V:iluer; . I I . 
trongly agroe nei th~r aereedisagreA s~Onl)ly ctrongiy agree no i th ~r :i~rce dls;igrc~ $;t ron~ r;rea nor disagree dis~eree a gree nor dis~gree dir,~gr 

- - ---
12.9 6.4 

.. 
22.6 

Declaration of the Christian faith 
27.4 30.6 8 7 S l? c; 

7.0 8.0 22.6 19.3 38.7 Acceptance of the kingship of God 78.7 21.2 

19.3 38.7 24.2 11.3 6.4 
Having respect/value for persons/human character. 76.2 22.5 1.2 

----•-· 
19.3 37.1 14.5 22.6 6.4 Achieving fullness of ability· 36.2 51.2 11.2 1. 2 

24.2 40.3 21.0 8.0 6.4 Regard fnr~outstanding work 31.2 52.5 13. 7 2 .5 
A fl!?llowship to·· give stu<:i°en ts the opportunl. ty -

8 . 0 8.0 11.3 21.0 51.6 to be exposed to everyday Christiauity 62.5 32.5 5.0 

11.3 4.8 19.3 27.4 37.1 
The dedication of Teachers to. Christianity 

73 7 22 5 3 1 
14 .5 . Dedication of Teachers to thoir work 

21.2 19.3 33.9 27.4 4.8 76.2 2.5 

32.2 21.0 8.0 
HesponsibilitY. of the individual for 

66.2 28.7 5.0 16.1 22. 6 .. bone st. hq_n.ru::.ru:D..~ ... JJ.,.Yill~-
School being involved in the community •. 

16.l 50 . 0 21.0 8.0 4 . 8 20. 0 52.5 21.2 6 . 2 
: 



This survey for p~rents is to assist the SchoolCounciland the reGeorcher 
to know how parehtr; feel the School iG currently achieving some of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to students, 

SUMMARY OF ALL RETURNS 

SURVEY. ON BIDLI~AL VA_J,UES 

How successful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

(J'I 

f\.l / 62 returns Raw Score Table 

Last School attended ' (18 no previous school) 

Govern.ment school~ + Church school~ 

I . I I Biblical Valuer, -trongly agree -noith~r aereedisagrae st.ronr,ly 
i::ree nor disagree diangree 

8 4 14 17 19 Declaration of the Christian faith 

7 5 14 12 24 Acceptance of the kingshi~ of God -
12 24 15 7 4 Having respect/value for persons/human character. 

----··· 
12 23 9 14 4 Achieving fullness or ability 

15 25 13 5 . 4 
Ra&ard fnr outstan~ing work 

i'ao returns 

O'Connor Christian School 

I I · 
Gtrongiy agroe nolth,r ~~reedi 6 ~gre~~tron~ f1gree not' dl.Gilp;ree dli;;1f_E 

70 10 

63 17 

61 18 1 

29 41 9 1 

25 42 
A f~Ilowship to· give stud.en ts the opportunity 

11 2 

5 5 7 13 32 to be exposed fo everyday Christianity 50 26 4 
. 

7 3 12 17 23 
The dedication of Teachers to Christianity 

i;q 1A < 
th0:Lr work Dedication of Teachers to 

12 21 17 · 9 3 61 17 2 
He sponsibilit.Y. of the individual for 

10 14 20 13 5 hone st. hort.Qr¼bl~_li vin~ c; < ?Cl LI. 

10 31 
School being involved in the community 

16 17 13 5 3 42 i; 

' 

: 
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'l'his 6Urvey for pc\rents ir. to aF;slnt the SchoolCouncilc1nd the re!';earcher 
to lrnow how par eh tc-; feel the School Jr; currently achieving t=;ome of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impnr~ to students, 

SURVEX.__ON BIBLICAL VALU_E.S. 
From 46 returns where previous 
School was Government 

How ~uccessful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their cu~riculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successful, 

Polarising Percenta..9.e Table 

nGt School attended ' /46 
/46 

o vernment school~ Church school 0 O'Connor Christian School 

- -% %" % % % % 
I I , Biblical Values - I I • 

ingly agree nol th~r ::iereedisagree s~ronr,ly otrongiy e.groe nolth,r n~r~~di 6 ~ere~~tron~1 
' 8 nor disnr,ree disngree cie;rea nor d1.s~grec dir.;,_e;r~ 

.. ~ 
~ 

2 . 1 28.2 69 .s Declaration of the Christian faith 
99. 9 

n 1 26.0 73 .8 Acceptance of the kingship of God 100. 0 

47. 7 30.4 21 .7 Having respect/value for persons/human character. 
99. 9 

----··· 
45. 6 20.0 3 4 .7 Achieving fullness of ability 86. 9 13.0 

63. 0 20.0 1 7 .4 
Regard for outstan~ing work 

80. 4 19.6 

10~9 
A f"llowship to gi ~e stud en ts the oppor t uni t y 

Ni 8 9 .1 to be exposed to everyday Christiauity 100. 0 

Ni 21. 7 7E .2 The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 100. 0 

2 i Dedication of Teachers to tho:i.r work 
43 . 5 34 . 8 .7 97. 8 

3 ,1. 7 39.1 2E .1 
Hesporisibilitx of the individu~l for 
. honest honornble _J.j .. _y_inir 1 ()() () 

69. 5 19.6 lC .8 
School being involved in the community 

67 . 4 21. 7 10. 9 
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'I'his survey for parents is to assist the SchooJ.Councilctnd the rcGf]archer 
t? know how parehtG feel the School i 13 currently achieving some of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to student~ 

SURVEY. ON BIDLICAL VALUES 
From 46 returns where previous 
School wa s Government 

How ~uccessful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their cur riculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

Percenta~e Table 

La Gt School at tended · / 46 / 46 

Government school 'EJ Chur~h school 0 O'Connor Christian School 

% % t· % % -% % % % % 
. J Biblical Valuee - I I • ~trongly agree neith~r .iereedisagree s~ron~ly ctrongiy agroe noith~r n~r~edls~gre~~tron~1 ~gree nor disagree dis~gree .;q~ree nor dis.igreo ~!,r~ 

2. 1 28.2 28.2 '41.3 Declara tion of the Christ i an fa i th 93.4 6 .5 

.. 26 . 0 21.7 5 2 .1 Acceptance of the kingship of God 82.6 17.4 

8.6 39.l 30.4 13 . 0 8 .7 Havi ng respect/ value for persons/human cha r acter. 76.0 23 .9 -·- -- -··· 
8 . 6 37.0 20.0 26.0 8 .7 Achieving fullness of ability 39.1 47.8 13.0 

19.6 43.4 20.0 8.7 8 .7 Regard fnr outstanding work 
32.6 47.8 19.6 

A f~llowship to give stud en ts the oppor t uni ty 
10.9 21.7 67.4 to be exposed fo everyday Christiauity 65. 2 34;8 

21. 7 34.8 43.4 The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 
87.0 13.0 

8.7 34.8 34.8 17.4 4.3 
Dedication of Teachers to tho:i.r work 

80 . 4 17.4 

6.5 28.2 39.1 19.6 6.5 
He sponsi bilitx of the individu~l for 

71. 7 28.3 __ honc st . h on0rnhle J ~iJ:l.P.: 

13.0 56 . 5 19.6 6 .5 4.3 
School being involved in the community 

19.6 47.8 21.7 10 . 9 
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This survey for parents in to asslst the SchooJ.Coun cilcrnd the rcG1:wrcher 
to lrnow how parehts fe e l tho School iG currently achieving some of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to students, 

SURVEY ON BIDLICAL VALUES 
From 46 returns where previous 
School was Government 

How ~uccessful have th~ schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

L~Gt School at tende~ ' / 46 

Government school 'GJ Church school 0 

RAW SCORES 
/46 

O'Connor Christian School 

I I Dlblical Values . c trongiy 
r I . ctrongly agree nelthvr .:icree disa gre e s~ronr,ly agree nolthvr nRrnedis~gre~~tron~t 1gr e e nor disagr ee dis«gree ,q~ree nor d1. s9g r ec ~_r,rr 

, Decla ration of the Ch r istian faith . 1 13 13 19 43 3 

.. 12 10 24 Acceptance of the kingshi p of God 
,A R 

4 18 14 6 4 Having respect/value for pers ons /human char acter. 
35 11 -·------· 

4 17 9 12 4 Achieving fullness of ability 
18 22 6 

9 20 9 4 4 
Rega rd for 6utstan~ing work 

1 " ?? a 

A f~llowship to give stud en ts the oppor uni t y 
5 10 31 to be expos ed fo everyday Christianity 

30 16 

10 16 20 
The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 

,10 6 
Dedication of Teachers to their work 4 16 16 8 2 ,, A 
~es ponsibilitY. or the individual f or 

3 13 18 9 3 __ hones t hnnnrnbl f> 7 i viJlP-" 11 11 

6 26 9 3 2 
School being in vol ved-'in the community 

9 22 10 5 

,._ 



'I'hiR survey for parents i::. to asslst the f:;choolCouncil;.ind the rer.enrcher 
to know how parents feel the School ir, currently achieving Gome of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impnrt to stutlen ts, 

SURVEY. ON BIDLICAL_ VALUES From 16 returns where previous school 
was a Church School 

O'\ 
O'\ 

TABLE 

How ~uccessful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

Polarisin_g_Percenta!I_e Table 

/16 LnGt. School at tended ' /16 

Government school 0 Church school [ill O'Connor Christian School 

% %' % 
% % 

s trongly agree nelthrr ~ereedisagreo s~ronP,ly.l Biblical Valu•.-G- !•lroogiy agroo loo1th•r ar.reedl~<tro~r, 
~gree nor disagree i dl.s<tgre01-----------------------------tc1groo \nor d1.sagree l ., I dir.~r,r 

Declaration of the Christian faith 75 I .1 

% 

18.8 6.3 93 1 • 7 

62 1 .6 ,. 31.3 6.3 

75 1 .o 18.8 6.3 
-· ---·•• l---i 

751 .1 18.8 6.3 

75 1 .1 25.0 

621 .6 25.0 12.5 

621 .6 25.0 12.5 

681 .0 31.3 

Acceptance of the kingship of God 

Having respect/value for persons/human character. 

Achieving fullness of ability 

Regard fnr 6utstanding work 

A f~iiciwship t o give students the oppor luni Ey 
to be exposed fo everyday Christiahity · 

The dedication of Teachers to Christianity 

Dedication of Teachers to their work 

6.3 

93 1 • 7 6.3 

93 1 • 7 6.3 

75 1 .1 18.8 6.3 

75 1 .0 18.8 6.3 

751 .o 18,8 6.3 

931 .a 6.3 

~ -• 18.8 

ResponsibilitY, or t_he_ indi viduOl for · "J , s I 6. 3 I 6.3 j 6 8 31 3 _ n · st h ~~..YJ.JlJ~ 

· · School being involved in the community I 8 .6 12.s 5 .1 37.5 12.5 

~J.J • 3 
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'l'his survey for parents is to a 6 slst the Schoo1Counciland the resr.?nrcher 
to know how parehtG feel the School ir; currently achieving some of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to students# 

SURVEY. ON DIDLICAL VALUES From 16 returns where previous 
School was a Church School 

How ~uccessful have th~ schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

Percentage Table 

LR Gt School at tended '. 

Government school 0 
/16 

Church school G, 
/16 

O'Connor Christian School 

% % %· % % - % % ' % 

ctrongly 
. T l Biblical Values· r agree neith9r acreedisagree strongly Gtrongiy 

I • 
agree nor disagree disagree agroe nolth~r ncre~di 6 agre~Rtron~ ,q~ree nor d1.sagre<:? ~~r· 

56.3 18.8 18.8 6.3 
, Declaration of the Christian faith 

68.7 25.0 6.3 

43 . 8 18.8 ,. 31.3 6.3 Acceptance of the kingship of God 
68.7 25 0 e:.. < 

50.0 25.0 18.8 6.3 Having respect/value for persons/human character. 
-·----··· 68.7 25.0 6.3 

43.8 31.3 18.8 6.3 Achieving fullness of ability 
31.3 43.8 10 A 6.3 

56.3 18.8 25.0 Regard for outstan~ing work· 
25.0 50.0 1 A A f; < 

A fellowship to give students the opport·uni ty 
31.3 31.3 25.0 12.5 to be exposed fo everyday Christia~ity 

37.5 37.5 18.8 6.3 

43.8 18.8 25.0 12.5 
The dedication of Teachers to Christianity 

f;? '> 11 < C. ., 

43.8 25.0 31.3 Dedication of Teachers to tho:Lr work 
"if; < ?t; 0 ,a Q 

37.5 31.3 31.3 HesponsibilitY. or the individual for 
__ honnst. honnr:i hl P 7 i v;inir 50.0 37.5 6.3 6 .3 

18.8 31.3 37.5 12.5 School being involvecCin the community 
31.3 56.3 12.5 
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'l'his survey for parents is to asslst the f.5choolCounciland the resecJrcher 
to lcnow how parehts feel the School ir; currently achieving some of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to students, 

SURVEY. ON BIDLICAL VALUES 
From 16 returns where previous 

School was a Church School 

How ~uccessful have th~ schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

Raw Score Table 

La Gt School at tended · 116 /16 

Government school D Chu~ch school 0 O'Connor Christian School 

Glrongly agree nelth~r 3,:;re~a~re: st ronr,ly l Biblical Value G- (~trongiy I agroe !nolthfr :ir,rf'.!e dls:ir;r-e~ r.lron~ l 
Bgree nor disagree _j disagreet----------------------------- c1gree nor disagree! I dls:lET• 

9 3 3 1 Declaration of the Christian faith 
11 4 1 

7 3 .. 5 1 Acceptance of the kingship of God 
11 4 1 

8 -· -----··· 1-----4 3 1 Having respect/value for persons/human character. 
11 4 1 

7 5 3 1 Achieving fullness of ability 5 7 3 1 

9 3 4 
Regard for 6utstanding work 

A f~llowship to give students the opporl~niEy 
to be exposed fo everyday Christianity I 6 

4 8 _3_ 1 

5 5 4 2 6 3 1 

7 3 4 2 
The dedication of Teachers to Christianity 

10 5 ...1 

7 4 5 9 

""ResponsibilitY. of t_he_ individual !or I s / 6 I 1 / 1 /---
1 _ I _ I I I )!.Q,D.Qst. honorable l~..YJ.n..~ I 

School being involved in the community 

Dedication of Tea~hers-lo their work 
I - _A ...3 

6 5 5 

3 s 6 2 I - s l 91 2 I l 
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''!'hi,::; survey for parents is to assJ.st the SchoolCouncil~rnd the rcr;Dnrcher 
to know how parehts feel the School j_ 8 currently achieving some of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to students, 

SURVEY. ON J.UDLICAL VALUES From 18 returns where O'Connor 
was the first school attended 

How %uccessful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

Polarisin_g_Percenta.9:e Table 

L~G t School at tended ' NO PREVIOUS SCHOOL /19 

Government school 0 Church school D O'Connor Christian School 

u u 

I Biblical Values· Gtrongiy 
I f . ctrongly agree neither aereedisagrea s~rongly agroe nolth~r :ir,rt?edls~grc~,;tronr; Pgree nor disagree disngree «gree nor disagree dlirngr 

/ Declaration of the Christian faith " - 100 .o 

% % ~ 

.. / Acceptance of the kingship of God 94 .4 5 5 

/ Having respect/value for persons/human character. 83 .3 11.1 5. 5 ------•·· 
I/ Achieving fullness of ability 83 .3 16.7 

/ Regard fnr outstanding work 
77 .7 11.1 11. 

/ A fellowship to gi~e students the opportunity 
to be exposed fo everyday Christia~ity BE .9 11.1 

V The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 
/ 10( .o 

tho1r work I/ Dedication of Teachers to 
10( .o 

/ Hesponsibilitx of the individu~l tor 
8 .4 16.7 __ hon est. hnnnrnbl P. lj.,xi.n_1t 

/ School being involved in the community 
61 .6 33.3 
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This survey for parents is to assist the Scl1oolCounciland the reGanrcher 
to know how parehtG feel the School i 6 currently acl1ieving Borne of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impnr~ to student~ 

SURVE~ QN BIBLICAL VALUES 
From 18 returns where O'Connor 
was the first school attended 

How ~uccessful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate box to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

Percentage Table 

L.1.Gt School attended ' 

Government school 0 
NO PREVIOUS SCHOOL 

Church school 0 
/1a 

O'Connor Christian School 

- -% % % % % 
• I I Biblical ValueG - I f • r;trongly agree neither 3ereedisagree 6trongly c;trongiy agroe nolth,r ner~edlsagrc~~tron~ lgree nor disagree disagree ;,,groe nor disagree dir.~gr 

- / --··-Declaration of the Christian faith 
83.3 16.7 

.. 7 Acceptance of the kingship of God 72.2 22.2 5.5 

-· -----·· / Having respect/value for persons/human character. 77.8 5.5 11.1 5.5 

I/ Achieving fullness of ability 38.9 44.4 16.7 

/ Regard for outstan~ing work · 33.3 44.4 11.1 11.1 
A f'ellowship to give students the oppor unity 

. 

/ to be exposed €0 everyday Christianity 66.7 22.2 11.1 

/ 
The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 

66.7 33.3 

I/ Dedication of Teachers to th0:Lr work 77.8 22.2 

-/ HesponsibilitX of the individu~l for 6:6. 7 16.7 16.7 hnncst.hnnnr,,hl <> 1iV.:iJV:' . 

/ School being involved-in the community 22.2 44.4 33.3 
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'l'his survey for pa.rents is to ass:1.st. the SchoolCounciland the rer;cnrcher 
to lrnow how parentG feel the School in currently achieving 1:,orne of the 
Biblical values which it seeks to impar~ to student~ 

SURVEY . .PN DIDLICAL~ VALUES 
From 18 returns where O'Connor 
was the first school attended 

How ~uccessful have the schools your child has attended been 
in providing these Biblical values in their curriculum and 
school life? Please tick the appropriate b6x to show the extent 
to which you agree the school has been successfuL 

Raw Score Table 

LnGt School at tended ' 

Government school 0 
NO PREVIOUS SCllOOL 

Church school 0 
/1a 

O'Connor Christian School 

. I I Biblical ValueG - I I -:trongly agree neither ~ereedisagree stronr,ly Gtrongiy agroe nolth9r nRreedlsagre~~tron~l ,gree nor disar,ree disagree .;1e;re0 nor d1.sap;ree tlir,~grt 

/ 
_____ , 

, Declaration of the Christian faith 15 3 

/ Acceptance of the kingship of God 13 4 1 .. 

··------· / Having respect/value for persons/human character. 14 1 2 1 

V Achieving fullness of ability 7 8 3 
. 

/ Regard for outstanding work 6 8 2 2 

/ A f~llowship t o give students the opport un1. t y 
to be exposed fo everyday Christianity 12 4 2 

/ The dedication of Teachers to Ch~istianity 12 6 

Dedicati~n of Teachers to th0ir work I/ 14 4 

/ Hesponsibilitx of the individu~l for 12 3 3 __ hono st . hon0rn h 1 e J,J_yi.n_,,: 

/ School being involved in the community 4 8 6 



Table : 

Showing the Number of Schools with the word "Christian" 

appearing in their title. 

Extracted from Non-Government Schools Census October 

22Tid 1985. Source,Department 01· Education, Canberra, 

state Number of Percentage Total 
'Christian' schools Number of 

N.s.w. 58 

Victoria 35 

Queensland 25 

western Australia 25 

South Australia 1~ 

Tasmania 10 

A.C.T. 2 

Northern Territory 1 

Total national number of "Christian" 

6.8 

4.8 

6. 1 

10.0 

6.6 

13.0 

5,3 

5.9 

Schools 

Non-£0 vernmen t 
Sc ool s 

849 

724 

407 

230 

182 

77 

38 

17 

= i66 

Total national percentage of "Christian'' Schools = 6,6% 
-compared with all non-government schools 

Total national number of non-government schools= 2,524. 

"Christian" Schools account for some 65% of the Aus tralian 

total of mainstream,Protestant schools. 

calculation by J. Gwilliam based upon table: Number of 
Schools b! School Type and Affiliation, 1984, Source: 
Commonwea th School s Commission 

172 



Table : Showing the names of Protestant Schools and 

Colleges in Australia containing the term '.Christian' in 

their official title •. 

Extracted from Non-Government Schools Census, October 22nd., 

1985. Source: Department of Education - Statistics SectioTI 

Canberra. 

A.C.T • . 

O'Connor Christian School 

Trinity Christian School 

N.s .• w. 
Baptist Christian School 

Barean Baptist Christian School 

Belmont Baptist Christian Community 
School 

Bethel Christian Academy 

Calvary Chapel Christian Academy 

CariTiya Christian School 

Central West Christian Comrnuni ty 
· Schoo.l 

Christian Community High School 

Coffs Harbour Christian Community 
School • 

CoveTiant Christian School 

Dubbo · Chr.istian School 

Essington Christian Academy 

Gateway Christian School 

Gosford Community Christian School 

Green Point Baptist Christian 
Community School 

Greenacre Baptist Christian Community 
School 

Gunnedah Christian Cornrnuni ty School 

Heritage Christian School 

Illawarra Christian·· School 

John Wycliffe Christian School 

Koinonia Christian Academy 

·Kuyper Christian School 

Macarthµr Christian College 

Macarthur Christian College 

Mayfield Christian Commm1i ty School 

173 

Place 

Lyneham 

Want1iassa 

Murwillumbah 

Corrimal 

Belmont 

Mount Druitt 

Green acre 

Tamworth 

Parkes 

Regents Park 

Coffs Harbour 

Frenchs Forest 

Dubbo 

Westmead 

Li thgow 

Pt. Clare 

Green Point 

Green acre 

Gunnedah 

Port Macquarie 

Fairy Meadow 

Blaxland 

Bourke 

North Richmond 

Leumeah 

Menangle 

Mayfield 



N.s.w. 
Metford Christian Community · School 

Moree Chris.tian School . 

Mountains Christian Academy 

Namoi Valley Christian School 

Nepean District Chris.tian School 

Newcastle Christian Life Academy 

Northern Beaches Christian School 

Nowra Christian Community School 

Orange Christian School 

Parent Controlled Christian Primary 
School 

Pareut Controlled Christian School 

Pennant Hills Christian School 

Penrith Christian Community School 

People's Church Christian School 

Ri verstone Christian Community Primary 
School 

Rycte Christian Community Primary 
School 

Sherwood Hills Christian School 

South Granville Christian Community 
School 

Southern Highlands Christian School 

St George Christian School 

St Mary's Christian School 

St Phillip's Christian College 

Surnmerland Christian Academy 

Sutherland Shire Christian School 

Taree Christian Community School 

Toongabbie Baptist Christian Community 
School ( a) 

Toongabbie Baptist Christian Community 
School (b) 

True Vine Christi"ari School 

Tyndale Christian School 

Wahroonga. Christian Academy 

Wakehurst Christian School 

William Carey Christian School 

Wollongong Christian Community School 

174 

Place 

East Maitland 

Moree 

Blackheath 

Wee Waa 

Blaxland 

Cardiff' 

Terry Hills 

Nowra 

Orange 

Mullumbimby 

Wellington 

Pennant Hills 

Penrith 

CoTI dell Park 

Rivers to TI e 

Ryde 
Bradbury 

South Granville 

Bowral 

Ramsgate 

st Mary's 

Waratah 

Lismore 

Sutherland 

Taree 

Toongabbie 

Toongabbie 

Mullumbimby 

Blacktown 

Wabroonga 

Dee Why 
Cabramatta 

Wollongong 



N .. T. -
Marrara Christian School 
Qld. 
Ayr Christian College 
Cairns Christian College 
Caloundra Christian Community School 
Canterbury Christian School 
Chinchilla Christian School Ltd 
Christian Outreach College 
Christian Outreach College 
Christian Outreach College 
Dalby Christian School 
Gladstone Christian Community School 
Gold Coast Christian Primary School 
Goodna Christian School 
Gympie Christian Academy 
He Lives Christian College 
Mackay· Christian College 

Maryborough Christian Schoel'l'-
Mount Isa Chris-tiaTI College 
Northside Christian Community School 
Radiant Life Christian College 
Southern Gold Coast Christian .· 

Community School 
Suncoast Christian Academy 
Tableland Christian College 
Toowoomba Christian Academy 
Townsville Christian Academy 
Vision Christian School 
S.A. 
Bethesda .Christian School 
Christian Outreach ·Academy 
Craigmore Christian School 
Maranatha Christian School 
Morphett Vale Christian Community 

School 
South Coast Christian School 
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Place 
Casuarina 

Ayr 
Manunda 
Caloundra 
Kirwan 
Chinchilla 
Mansfield 
Toowoomba 
Dalby 
Dalby 
South Gladstone 
Burleigh Heads 
Goodna 
Gympie 
Beenleigh 
Mackay 
st Helens 
Mount Isa 
Brisbane 

Innisfail 

Palm Beach 
Nambour 
Atherton 
Toowoomba 
Ai tkenvale 
Booval 

Mitchell Park 
Brahma Lodge 
Craigmore 
Marion 

Morphett Vale Central 
Victor Haror 



s·.A. 
Sunrise Christian School 
Tea Tree Gully Christian School 
The Hills Christian Community School 
Torrens Valleu Christian School 
Trinity C~ris~ian School 
Tyndale Christian School 
Tas. 
Calvin Christian School 
Circular Head Christian School 
Deloraine Christian School 
Emmanuel Christian School 
Launceston Christian School 
Leighland Christian School 
Midway Point Christian School 
Ravenswood Christian School 
Romaine Park Christian School 
Somerset Baptist Christian School 
Vic. - · 
Beacon Christian College 
Beaconhills Christian College 
Belgrave Heights Christian School 
Carmel Christian Community School 
Chairo Christian School 
Christian College Highton 
Christian Commu~ity College 
Christian Community College 
Creek Street Christian College 
Donvale Christian School 
Eltham Christian School 
Flinders Christian Community College 
Frankston Christ.ia.n'. School 
Geelong Christian School 
Heathdal·e Christian College 
Hillcrest Christian College 
Kerang Christian Community School 
Leongatha Christian School 
Life Christian Academy 
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Place 
Fullarton 
St Agnes 

Verdun 
Hope Valley 
Rosewater 
Salisbury 

Kingston 
Smithen 
Deloraine 
Rokeby 
Riverside 
Ulverstone 
Midway Point 
Ravenswood 
Burnie 
Somerset 

Benalla 
,Pakenham 
Belgrave Heights 
Sebastopol 
Warragul 
Belmont 
Portland 
Maryborough 
Bendigo 
Don vale 
Eltham 
Hastings 
Frankston 
Geelong 
Hoppers Crossing 
Lang Lang 
Kerang 
Leongatha 
Ringwood 



Vic. 

Maranatha Christian School 
(Primary Campus) 

Maranatha Christian School 
(Secondary Campus) 

Moonee Vale Christian School 
Morwell Christian School 
Mount Evelyn Christian School 
Mountain District Christian School 
Mt Carmel Christian School 
Northside Christian College 
Olivet Christian College 
Plenty Valley Christian School 
River City Christian College 
Shemida Christian College 
Sunraysia Christian School 
Sunshine Christian School 
Waverley Christian College 
Westernport Christian College 
W.A. 

Bethel Christian School 
Bible Baptist Christian Academy 
Christian Aboriginal Parent-Directed 

School 
Christian Academy Rhema 
Dale Christian School 
Emmanuel Christian school 
Emmaus Christian School 
Forrestfield Christian School 
Kalarnunda Christian School 
Kingsway Christian Academy 
Maranatha Christi;rn_ Communi,ty School 
Midland Christian School 
Nollarnara Christian Academy 
Northern Districts Christian College 
Northside Christian School 
Rehoboth Christian School 
Rehoboth Christian School 

Strathalbyn Christian College 
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Place 

Doveton 

Endeavour Hills 
Moonee Ponds 
Morwell 
Mount Evelyn 
Monbulk 
Yackandandah 
Bundoora 
Campbell's Creek 
Doreen 
Echuca 
Robin vale 
Mildura 
Sunshine · 
Vermont 
Tyabb 

Albany 
Mt Helena 

Coolgardie 
Perth 
Armadale 
Girrawheen 
Armadale 
Forrestfield 
Bickley 
Kensington 
Cooloongup 
Midland 
Mirrabooka 
Craigie 
Morley 
Kenwick 
Wilson 
Gerald ton 



W.A. -strelley Community School 
Swan. Christian High School 

The Northam Christian Academy 
Thornlie Christian Community School 
Unity Christian School 
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Place 
Port Hedlan d 
Midland 

Northam 

Orange Grove 
Bunbury 
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Words Other Than "Christian" 
Appe_aring in Title of Educational 

Institutions in the Christian School Movement 
in Australia 

Extracted from No_n-Government Schools Census, October 

22nd 1985. Source: Department of Education, Canberra, 

Please note: Figures appearing in brackets indicate 
the number of times the word appears in "Christian 
School" titles. The absence of brackets indicates 
the word has appeared only once as part of a 
"Christian School" title. 

Old and New Testament· Words or ·concepts 

Bethel 

Bethesda 

Carmel 

Covenant 

Emmanuel ( 2) 

Emmaus 

Gateway 

He Lives Christ College 

Koinonia 

Life (2) 

Maranatha 

Olivet 

Rehoboth ( 2 ) 

Tri11i ty ( 2) 

True Vin e 

Unity 

Vision 

Famous Protestant Biblical Tra11slators or Theologians 

Calvin 

William Carey 

Tyndale (2) 

John Wycliffe 
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General Christian Concepts 

Community (2L) 

Heritage 

Ou tr each ( 3) 

Radiant Life 

Denominational Name 

Baptist 

Bible Baptist 

Other 

Aboriginal Parent-Directed School 

Ltd. 

Parent Controlled (3) 

Peoples 

Geographical Place Name of Town, City or Region (116) 

Term used to Describe the Institution 

Academy (13) 

College (25) 

School (128) 
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.. 
lElGHLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

ULVERSTONE 
\ . -·~ -.. --~ .... ~ 

\ 

,'PP41cat1ons are ,nvited from ~tteatnrlstian teacheA ,n the 

tollowtn!t pos,t,ons for 1986· · 

PRlMARY TEACHER 
FOR GRADES 3 ond 4 

SECONDARY ENGLISH ond 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES to Year 10 

-with ability to teach Junior secondalY Music or frenth an advantage. 

forms on n,quest from tile Secrelary. P.O. Box 179. u1ver..t~ Tas. 
1315 o, pt,one Principal (004) 25 3423. 

ApQ!icattonS clqse-~.lst ()ctober. 

LAUNCESTON CHRISTIAN 
•0wi· _· · · · :; :_'., SCHOOL :.,.'·,· . · .. .. _ . . 

ng to exJ)allSion ot"~ . -. . . . . 
double stream we will ~ secondary . section . ~ a . 
One 1987 for a teacher in the !r:C:t:~ from Term_, 

ENGLISH/SOCIAL SCIENCE 
The ~uneesion Christian . . . 
educational. non-denom· . Sc:hool is a K-10 co. 
students. ft is a ;:tional school of about 300 
controlled school and ~~t Christian ,,,.,ent-
subjects • • o .... ,.... a broad ,a;;" 
traditiona~ ~tion Depa,tment sylla ~ - of 

in active.=~ are seeking a ~ 
commitment to a Christian fai ~ ~ a strong Wm. for ~ th. -~~ ·,.·, f~,- ,. -~- . _. 

fo
• cr,ipfa,i,on ,_, # /o, L_.._ __ fflOI • 
. . . _ _,,__ mio#ion 

The Principal 

Launceston Christian School 
P.O. Box 1932 

RIVERSIDE 7250 

ooN'I ALE CHR\ST\AN SCHOOL 

PRlMARY TEACHER 
ENGL\SH / H\SiORY 

&\OLOGY 
pHYSICAL,EOUCA i\ON 

MUS\CtDAAMA 
coMMERCEtiYP\NG (Port-Time) 

' . • 
1111

,ooal sc;l',001 .,.m classes trom l're9" 
Tlfe 5chOOI ,s an ~~~ed educational l)(o&ram .,.th a blblieal 

11,. and otters a "'"°v Y .,. 
~pectwe 1n a l)lristiaO atrnOSpt,ere. 

t
. 11011$ shOllld be made on the l)(escrtbed form ad1lable 1rom: 

oorwale Clms\ian 5(.hC)OI. 
155 TiodalS Road. 

• OQNV,'LE, vlC. 3111-
_. .~ : pt\: (03) SA4 247\. (03) 844 1102. 



TEACHER 
This . registered Chnstia~ Alt=tiveda~nm~ Sc.!:: 
requires a teacher 
ccmmencing February 1986. . i situation for an 
The ,:,os11ton IS_!-~ t~~ S-11 years plus 
experienced tea ... "" wi 
adm1mstrative resix,n5,bdites. House al the Gentle 
The school. ausp,ceded ~ communal co-operatiYe 
Sunytp IS comn,,tt . o a h Id 
creative learning situation for ear J.e' school policy 
For enqui_ries and a co~o on (03) 489 4274. 
contact either Rob or-• and qualifications 
Applications stabng ex.,...~·:;;,... NoYember to: 
are to be forwarded by Fnday. ,., .. , •. ::4 

Mr Gavin Mountlof . . 
Choirpel"IOft. ... _ .... 
Community School of St ,...,... 
H Hod9kirwon StrHt, 
Clifton HiU Vic 3061. 

TYNDALE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL I 
LONDON DRIVE, SALISBURY EAST, SA . 

COMMENCED 1983 . . ! 

An uiterder.ominat,onal. regrste,ed scnooi, R 11 ,n 1986 w•th 426 
;1uoen1s, requ....,,g tor next Jear 

Df PU_TY PRINCIPAL, _ 
_.,_--;: 

who is to oe 
·• A committed dlristian ._ 
~ A qualof,e<i spec,alis t rn or:,o o, more ! ubiec:t ,ir~ s 
·, Wilhng to have a high teacn,,,& load 

,or funner detili!s. sct,(;ol prospectus and opphcat,on form, contact 
the Pr,nc;paJ c-n 108) 250 7655 

I . 

.. 

CALVIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
At our Protestant Christian School, alf 
subjects are taught from a Christian 
perspective. 
Teachers are continually applying their 
faith to the task at hand. -

For 1986 we need the following l~chers: ""~•:'.TT~--:: 

Social Science - Secondary .,~:~: .. ~~_:;.· ·· 
This position calls for someone . who hlls a ,.'fiiion abooit 
Christian Parent-Controlled Education. . ~• . . 
Some knowledge of the English curriculum 'would be· 
helpful. . : : _,,· :-: . ·., 

For applicati'm forms, please contact: J.t~-:_;;_-;:, 
lM P1incipol' • Seci•lory 
P.O; 8oK40, 
KINGSTON. TAS 7150 
Plu:!ne 29 4566 
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University and ·Higher Education ·: 
•• \ ._ • •~•-•- --r•- • 

CHRISTIAN HERITAGE COLLEGE 
BRISBANE 

HEAD OF SCHOOL OF TEACHER 
EDUCATION 

. ~ 

Christian Heritage College a pnvate Christian tertiary college im11tes 
apphc:ations for the newly created position ot the Head of the School 
of Teacher Edvc:ation. 

The successful applicant will haft ,es,xinsit,;Mty for iml)lementin& 
Pre-service and In-service Primary and Secondary Tea~ Education 
proerammes w,thon the context of Biblical philosophy. · 

Het she w,11 have experience and QUalfficalions aimmensurate with 
this sen,o, pos,tion. a . strong personal canmitment to a Bibhc:al 
Christian faith an<! SQIT1e previOus axperienct in· Biblical integr•tion 
in a relevant dmipline. -· -·· -. · · · • · • .. 

Terms and conditions ;~ dlte of commenc..-nent of this_ ~nt
ment •re neeotiable. Applications in writin& shOuld be iddressed to: · 

TheDean 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE COi.LEGE 

322 Wecker Road 
Mansfield Qld. 4122. 

The Christian School Movement in Australia 
~s n.-0w i .ts own teacher training 

institution. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

HUMAN CONCERN 

HUMANITARIANISM 

COMPASSION 

THEOI.OGICAL STUDIES 

CHRIS11AN EWDENCES 

AP0t0GET1CS 

IIASCUI.IMTY 

FnffMNITY 

IIOOESTY 

~NDENCE 

~NCE 

WORKETfflC 

CREA TIONISII 

CONS.ERVAnON 
(RESTO/!ATION) 

••:"' 
tRIIEfflSTOIIY 

FREE 
ENTERPRISE 

CONSE1fVAT1Sli 

SUPPt. Y-SIDE 
ECONOMICS 

,,,£E ENJ'ERPfllSE 

PATRIOTISM 

NA TIONALISII 

PHI.OSJ)PHY 

RESULTANT UFESTYLES 

MARRIAGE 

HOME 

SERVA NT OF GOD 

PURPOSE IN LfFE 

SOVEREIGffTY 
OF GOD 

FALtEN STATE 
OF MAN 

RESPONSIBILITY 

INTEGRITY 

DILIGENCE 

LAW ABIDING 

LAW a ORDER 

MORALITY 

DISCIPLINE 

PRINCIPLES 

·TEMPERANCE 

PIWDEffCE 

SELF. CONTROL 

VIRTUE 

OF LIFE 
TRUE SCHOLARSHIP 

CONFIDENCE 
IN FUTURE POSlnVE CREATIVI TY 

WHOLESOME llTERA TUFIE 

WHOLESOME ART 

SCHOOLS a COLLEGES 

ORPHANAGES 
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HUMANISTIC EDUCATION 

POPULATION 
CONTROL 

HUNGER 

ABORTION 

EUTHANASIA 

Ill/ND CONTROL 

KEYNESIAN ECONOMICS 

MATRIARCHAL 
SOCIETY 

TRANSCENDENTAL 
MEDITATION 

HOROSCOPE 

OCCULT 

WITCHCRAFT 

,.,,OST/TUT/ON 

BIO GOVT CENSORSHIP 

GOVERNMENT CONTROL 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

EVOLUTION 

DUALISM 

. ECONOMIC 
DETERMINISM 

ASTROLOGY 

COLLECTIVISM 

SOCIAL.ISM 

MARXISM 

COMMUN/SIii 

INFLATION 

SOCIAL CONFLICT 

EXTREMISM 

TERRORISM 

GENOCIDE 

t!_HLQSOPH'{ 

RESULTANT LIFESTYLES 

EVER LEARNING 
• NEVER COMING 
TO THE «NOWLEOGE 
OF THE TRUTH 

HOSTH.E TO 
TRADITIONAL RELIGION 

~-IS/II 

EASY DIVOltCE 

FAMILY BREAIUJOIIIIN 

TRIAL IIIARRIAOE 

COMMUNAt. t.111/NO 

SELFISHNESS 

REBEUJON 
TO AUTHORITY 

SITUAtlON 
ETHICS 

FEMINISM 

SELF
ACTUALISATION 

"':-, 
EXISTENTIALISM, 

IIIRESPONSJU.ITl' 

CRIME 

. NEOA TIV~ C~.1"1h•t,t, 

A6fORAUtr 

MflllORAUt, 

snvATION. 
ETHICS 

SECULAR 
HUMANISM 

PORNOOIIAPlfV 

CHILO PORNOGRAPHY 

HOMOSEXUALITt 

DRUG ABUSE 

RAPE 

VO 

INCEST 

000/ltlSDA Y·ITUS 

FEAR OF DEATH 

DEPRESSION 

SUICIDE 
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The .follo£ing is ~ro1:1 the book, 
~he .:Purpose of a ~hristian School: 
A -Gene:ral In.troducrti.on f'or· Parents, 

Teachers~ A~nistrators,and Colle~e 
students, David Cummings et.al. ,19 9 

The Purpose, Basis, 
and Declaration of the 

C~rastian Education Association 

PURPOSE 

3ecause the Sovereign Triune God calls men everywhere to 
think His thoughts after Him, to exercise dominion over all 
t:1ings according to His will, and to consecrate themse_lves and 
all _ things unto Him, we are bound to obey this divine com
mand. Therefore, since education today is largely controlled 
by anti-Christian philosophies, we, in pursuit of the divine 
m_andate, establish a Christian Education Association; The 
purpose of this association is to assist Christian educators and 
concerned parents in the task of teaching their · children 
through the collection, publication, and distribution of litera
l.'1.Fe produced by competent Christian writers. The contri
blltion s of these -writers wi lI assist in understanding the true 
;)asis :er knowledge, and the proper integration of that 
:~nc,wledge. in the various fields of learning. 

BASIS .. 
The sppreme standard of the Association shalJ be the 

Scriptures o_f the Old and New Testaments as the Word of 
God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 
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The Association also adopts as standards, subordinate to 
the Word of God. the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Cate
chism, and the Canons of Dort approved or formulated by 
the Synod of Dort, and the Confession of Faith, the Larger 
Catechism and the Shorter Catechism formulated by the 
Westminster Assembly, as setting forth the system of truth 
taught in the Holy Scriptures. 

For those not acquainted with. these standards, they affirm 
primarily: 

1. That God, the Creator of the world, is wholly in-con
-trol of it, working out His purposes for His own glory. 

2. That -the authority of the Scriptures. rests totally on 
God and that this authority is true in every area of life. 

3. That man, created innocent, sinned and thus utterly 
forfeited his communion with God, so that apart from 
God's grace he remains totally lost in every area of life. 

4. That· Jesus Christ, truly God and truly man, accom
plished salvation for His people through the shedding 
of blood by His death on the cross, this work of grace 
being confirmed by God's r~isif'g Him from the dead. 

S. That the salvation offered through Jesus is not realized 
by any effort of man. but only by the ministry ofthe 
Holy Spirit who alone brings man to repentance and 
faith, imparts spiritual life, and applies rhe Word of 
God to believers both individually and corporately in 
the Church. 

DECLARATION 

Jn accordance with the position set forth in the BASIS and 
in pursuit of the design set forth in the PURPOSE, the Asso
ciation declares as fallows: 

Recognizing God as the Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer 
of the Universe in_ Jesus Christ, we confess that He alone 
understands fully the nature and. purposes of His creation. 
Therefore, we can have true knowledge about ourselves and 
our world only when we pattern our understanding of this 
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world ait-:r (__;od 1s understanding of it as revealed to us in the 
Scriptures. J.t fc1Io,vs that, even though in vinure of man's 
being created in the image of God and the non:.saving opcra
ticns of the Hoiy Spirit men receive knowledge, in a certain 
sense, · apart from the illumination derived from the Scrip
_tures, yet in any depart1ncnt of reality knowledge is true in 
the fullest se:ise only if it is illumined by, and is faithful to, 
the Holy Scriptures, the inspired Word; of truth. 

As a corollary to this, we repudiate and expose as anti
Christian any scieniific inethodology or philosophic position 
which would cause men · to question or deny the self
sufficient and self-existent Triune God, His \.Vritten revela tio11 
of Himself, or any aspect of the world as He has interpreted 
it for usin that revelation. · 

An Association which has as its objective the promotion of 
the knowledge of the truth and the glory of God must insure 
that the principles tha,t underlie and guide its studies in every 
area of learning shall be derived from the Scriptures. There
fore eac.h study published and promoted by this Association 
shall rest upon and present its case in accordance with pre· 
suppositions of the Christian faith, and sha.11 subject its whole 
proceciure as· well as its conclusions to the scrutiny and direc
tion of the full and complete revelation of God in the Scrip
tures ofthe Old and New Testaments: 

-· For further infonnation about the Christian Education 
Association, please address all inquiries to Christian Education 
Association, 69 3 l Highland, Hanover Parr~ Illinois, 60103. 

Related titles prepared for publication include: 
The Basis for a Chn'stian School· A Resource Book H-'ith 
Answers for the ·christian Parent., with~-chapters by Joseph 
Bayly, Charles Schauffie, David Cumn1ings, John Whitehead, 
and Mark Noll. . 

How to Have a Quality Christian School· A.Practical Guide 
to Quality with Questions for Faculty and Classroom Dis
cussion. by N orma~i Delong. 
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